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A New, Gentle, oat Bafie Way, to Cure 
" {peedily all Sorts of Wounds, and other Di- 
yf eafes belonging to SURGERY. 


ALSO, 
A Difcourfe on Difcover'd Bones s and a Way 


to Drefs, after Trepanning, with a new Infira- : 


‘ment invented by the Author. 


In THREE PARTS. 


L The Advantages of this Way, and Mifchiefs of 4 


a contrary Prattice propos’d and confirm d. by 
Reafon and Authority. 


II. Obfervations of Wounds of all Kinds, and every 


Part of the Body, quickly curd by. this Men ee 


thod : with Prattical Reflections. 
I. An Idea of the Author's new Praéfice in 


ie Wounds, and other Cafes; and his eafie and = 
me effectual Remedies ; with fome Obfervations and. 


ce _ Remarks, 


Oo Mr. BELLOSTE, _Surgeon-Major. to 


” the Hofpitals of the F rench King’s Army di in aot 


LONDON, 


Printed for Tho. Cockerill, at the Three Legs and 
Bible inthe Poultry, and Ralph Smith, ar the Bi- 
ave under the Royal. "Exchange i in Cornhil, 1704. 
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READER. 


TT Ecould, pofpbly, have found 
F out a Patron, badit been : 
oa, a thought neceffary, under. 


the protettion of whofe Name, this Stran- 
ger might have come abroad into our En- 
glifh World: Bat as we look upon De- 
dications to be, for the moft part, empty. 
FoPmalities, as little minded by every one 
—ébfe, as what is fatd in’em, is belev'd 
by the Writer; fo we doubt not but this 
| Book, will every where meet with a becom- 


ing visi aise Seeing it 1s fent out on 


Juch a friendly Errand, as to beal our 

‘Sores, and pour Oy\ and Wine into our 

Wounds. | Ss 
Surgery, 77 confideration. of the Anti- 


guity, the Ufefulne/s, the Neceffity, and 


Excellency thereof, bas ever been in the 


A-% bighe ft: 
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To the Reader. 

bigheft Efteem, among all thefe other Arts, 

| that were invented for the. Service-of 
Mankind. Yor the lmprovemant of this 
noble Profeffion, the Author of the: enfu- 
ang Treatife has been at no fmall Pains, ba- 
ving thefe twenty and eight Years labour- 
ed therein, in fome. of the moft celebrated 
Countries of the World, with an unweari- 
$d Diligence, and affiduous Application ; 
the Fruits of whofe Care and. Fatigues, 

| ea ge Reader zs bere prefented 

Wily. ae Se 

‘Several of the Learned and Ingenious, 
not only of this, bur alfo of fome former 
Ages, have been very fenfible, that this 
Art was far from having attain’dunto that 
Perfettion, whereof it is hale ; yea that 
Abufes bad fiipt into Prattice, which were - 
unknown to thefe renowd Perfons, who 

at firft were famous in this Faculty. It 
was this Confideration, that produc'd that 
learned and elaborate Treatife of Cafar — 
Magatus, Doéfor of Phyfick, and Profe/- 
for thereof in the Unrverfity of Ferrara, 
entituled, De. xara Vulnerum Tra€tatio- 
né, & Turundarum Abufu. To the fame 
allo, we owe many other Chirurgical 
Re | : —* Compo- 


_ fo the Reader: 
Compofures, that from time to time have 
appear d in the World; fome-finding fault: 


with one Thing, and fome with another 
in the ordinary Way: Yea fome have gone 


fo far, as univerially to reje@ it. 


It 2s not fitting, and would be extreme- 


ly unjuft, to fay any thing in Difparage- 
ment of the Works. of fuch, as have en- 
deavour'd to oblige the Publick by their 
Labours : Only this, we think, may be foid, 


ewithout Offence to any. that the Book of — 


Cafar Magatus is written in Latine, 
Rare to be found, and very Long, and con- 
Sequenily.of no ufe to the Englifh Reader : 

And as for others, they have either fit- 


perfictally only, andtranfiently complain’d. 


of the Imperfettion of their Art; or then. 
having fignifed to us in general, the De- 
fetis of the Common Medicines and Me- 


thod, don’t enter into a Detail of the Rea-.. 
fons, that make them mifcarry in particu 


lar Cates, or make known unto us ete 
ther the Name, Nature or Compafition 
of ibefe other Remedies which we are to 
ufe in the Place of the Former.” * 
The following Treatife, which was al- 


together defien'd for tbe Reformation and. 
i 44 Improvement: 


sab oe the Reader. 


Improvement of Surgery, is without any 
of these Inconvemiences. Herein the Au- 
thor, bas difcovered to us the Difadvan- 
tages of the ufual Remedies and Method, 

in the differing Cafes that occur, by par- 

ticular Reafons, drawn from the Nature, 
and Effence of the Things whereof he dif- 
courfes. He not only defcribes to the Life, 
the Way be would have us to take, but 
alfo, as to Wounds and fome other Cafes, 
points it out to us cloathed with all the 
moft Minute and requifite Circum|lances, 
in particular Inftances of Cures of all 

Sorts , done on all Parts of the Body. 
fe gives us an Account of the Names, 

Natures, and Compofitions of tbe Simple 
and Lafy Remedies he ufes, and which be 
has found attended with i ge Succefs; 
not confining bimfelf, or others, to one or 
two only,but exbibiting,as was convenient, 
@ competent Variety. When he blames 
the ordinary Pra&tice, and Subftitutes a 
better in the Place of it, be accompanies 
bis invincible Reafons, with Several Au- 
thorities of the moft confiderable Authors. 
Moreover, he bas taught us how to evite 

the Exfoliation of Bones: And bas given 

us 


To the Reader. 
us a new Way of Drefling, after perfor- 
mance of the Operation of the Trepan,. 
with an Inftrument of bis own Invent- 
ing. | 
He feems to have bit upon the Right 
Way, of carrying ihe Knowledge of the 
Art he profeffes, to the furtheft Extert 
it can go, which is is by groing an exatt 
Hiffory of what be has learnt therein by: 
Experience, without vouching upon the: 
Credit of others, whether Ancients or Mo- 
derns, what bimfelf bas not provd by a — 
Sifficient number of Tryals. Had this’ 
—Courfe been hitherto taken, in all the 
Arts and Sciences, tbey had not remain'd 
at this Day of the. Dwarfifh Stature we 
 find?em + neither bad the World groan’d, 
under the bulky Lumber of an infinite 
number of ufcle{s Books, which for the 
moft part, are but imperfect, and mangled. 
Tranfcriptions, from the Works of otbers. . 
Had Phyficians done fo, their Att had not’ 
been fill term’d ConjeQtural ; zor bad the ~ 
_WMSuccefs, and jarring Opinions of, by far, . 
the greateft number of tbofe, who bear 
that bounourable Name, expos'd it to con- 
tempt, and rendred it fo abnoxtous to be 
Sighted, even by the Vulgar. But. 


But to return to our Author, all we 
will further fay of bim is, that be is an 
_ unfeigned Lover of Mankind, Confcienti- 
ous, Sincere, and Communicative of his 
Knowledge without Referve ; and all this 
Aeon aay with an unufual Modetty : 
The Truth of which defirable Charatter, 
bis Book will abundantly Fuftify. 

. We wilt no longer detain the Reader in 
the Entry 5, only it is convenient be fhould 
know, that this Treatife in the Original, 
is printed with the Approbations of fome 
ph moft eminent Phyfitians, and Sur- 
geons in France, which are omitted in 
this Englifh lupreffion, that was defiened- 
Ly coniriu’d into this fmall Bulk, for the 
greater Convemency. of the Reader: Of 
whom all we bave.to demand in behalf. 
thereof is, that be wauld Read}. Try,.and 
; Judge. _ an VARVARA. AMS SAG wR \ i ae 


PREFACE. 


r Am fufficiently convined, of the- 
| Truth of what is deliver’d by Zip-- — 
| pocrates inhis Apborifms, that Life 

is Short, and Art is Long: Andindeed it~. 
appears extreamly difficult, for one Man: 
righly to acquit himfelf, in the Pragtife - 
of A// the Parts of Surgery : The Capa-- 
city of the Mind feems too limited,to be : 
able intirely to grafp fo extenfive an A7#, . 
_. Tho’ Ihave, for thefe eight and twenty’ 
Years paft, prattis’d Surgery under ditte- - 
rent Climates, and in divers Hofpitals of . 
the Army; yet I am fo far, from. think- 
ing to have attain’d, unto the Knowlege - 
neceffary in this Azz, that I own my’ 
 felf fcarce to have had the time to im- 
| prove, . 
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__ prove, and make fome Remarks on the 
_ curing of Wewnds, to which chiefly I ap- 
ply’d my felfi” ~~ 
| However, having had many Opportu- 
nities, of difcovering the Mifchiefs oc- 
cafion’d by the ufe of Tents, and by the 
Long and Painful Manner of Dreffing 
the Wounded, and often uncovering their 
Wounds , 1 was mov’d to Compaftion by ° 
their Sutferings, and thought my feif 
oblig’d, in Confcience, to give my Ad- 
' vice herein. Befides, feeing- all Men are 
allow’d the Liberty, to fpeak their Mind, 
concerning thefe drrs they profes; | 
fee not, why | thou'd be abridg’d of that 
Priveledge, which others alfo aflame to 
themiglves, poflibly on much flighter 
~ Grounds. ; | | 
Avis not to be quettion’d, but among 
the great number of Surgeons, where- - 
with France abounds; fome will applaud 
_ the Excellency of my Method; bur I am. 
apt to think it wilt nor pleafe all. | 
hardly ever knew any that prattis’d Sur- 
gery as Ido, and there aie few of all the 
celebrated Authors we have; that delj- 
ver any fuch Deftrine 5 which,being con- 
Hh trary 
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trary to the Practice of many Surgeons, 
will not, from the moft Part, meet with 
the Reception it Merits. | 
‘Tis a noble thing, faid a Wi/e Philo. 
Sopher, to be evil Spoken of, tor doing 
well: There is no caufe then, why any 
fhou’d be afham’d, to communicate to 
the Publick what he has learn’d, when 
the Wor/d may reap any Advantage there- 
by. Nothing is fo inconfiftent with Chri- 
ftian Charity, and that. Love we owe to 
our Neighbour, as to refufe to let him 
lighthis Taper at ours. Kuow/edee, like 
Light, may be imparted and not leffed'd. 
It isnot my Detign, by this Alerbod, 
that poffibly will appear to be new, to 
deftroy the Foundations, and principal 
Rules lett us by the Ancienis,.concerning 
the Curing of Wouuds: 1 am willing 
only to make known my Ob/ervaiions on 
this Subje&, and to point out, what I 
have perceiv’d to be pernicious, in the 
ordinary Prudtice ; and withal to fhew, 
what is certain aid ufetsl in chat Me- 
thod, | my telf, have followed for feve- 
tal Years; which, I hope, will be found 
fo much the more advantageous and rea- 
fonable 


| The PREFACE. 
fonable, that it is founded on the Prin- 
ciples of the Circulation. 

I know, it is a pretty bold Attempt, 
_to go about to fupprefs Tents, that have 


been ufed for many Ages; and I am not 


ignorant, that Cuftom, on many Occafions, 
has the Force of a Law. But notwith- 
ftanding of all this, I defign to maintain 
the Priviledges of Nature, and to thew 
beyond Contradi€tion, that Reafor, and 


Experience are on my Side ; tho’ at the 


fame time, run the Hazard of being uni- 
verfally cenfur’d, for the Newze/> of my 
Method. 
 Idontaltogether condemn Thofe, who 
were the firft Inventers of Texts, Dila- 
ters, and Setons: they have had their 


a 2 


Reafons for uling them, as I have Mfine - 


for laying them afide. Many things have. 


formerly been imploy’d in Phy/ick and 
Surgery, which now are no more in ufe. 


‘The Received Rules, the Order of Curing’ 


and alfo the Application of Remedies, 
have been chang’d from time to time. 


That which is New at this Time, will 
one Day be Ancient ;-as what to Day 


Ie | 


is Ancient, was once New. 


The PREFACE. 
It is true, that the Axcients did lay 
the Foundations of Surgery : They have 
faid many Things, but not All; neither 
was their Kzowledze commenturate to 
the Subjef. They had the Honour of In- 
venting, but have left that of Bringing 
to Perfettion, to Pofterity. However, it 
is not to be doubted, that they took all 
requifite Care, to avoid being deceiv'd, 
and to inform themfelves of the Truth: 
But if they had done All, Nothing had 
been left us to do. PV cal even | : 
Add: to this, that if that. Prepoffe/fion 

‘in favour of the Axcients, and: the Bind 
Submiffion to their Dittates, had not been 
laid afide,; we had not feen that great 
number.of Skilful Phyficians, and Surge- 
ons, which Ibis Age has produc’d; .whos 
after having fhaken off the tyranical 
Yoke of Antiquity, found.out Things no 
lefs Neceflary than Curious, that, other- 
wife, woud have remained till now in 
_ Obfcurity, and hadpofiibly been un- 
known to Pofterity, | ine 


_ Wherefore; it is not impoftible, that ii 
the ACtive Part of Phy/ick allo, which:is 

’ Sugery, frequent Experiences, and fit 
. | of tinual 
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tinual Diligence, may have difCover'd 
Abufes, that were crept into Praffice, 
and authoriz‘d by Cuflom. 

It can’t be deny’d, that what belongs 
to the Fabrick and Conftituticn of the 
Body of Man,Always was; but yet it has 
not Ever been equally known. The New 
Difcoveries, have made a confiderable 
Change in the Knowledge, the Fudoment 
and in the Cure of Inward Diftempers ; 


and | fee no Reafon, why there ought’ - 


not alfo to be fome Alterations, in the 
Cure of Outward Difeafes, and efpecial- 
ly that of Wounds, which depend upon 
the fame Principles, and have the ‘Ad- 
vantage of the fame New Inventions. 

I fuppofé it will not be thought 
Strange, if after I have laboured) for the 
{pace of Eifreen or Sixteen Years, ‘in 
fTofpitals of the Army, TY have made 
fome Di/coveries,in the Caring of Wounds: 
for Usage we know compleats a Work. - 
man. 1 have formerly feen the moft 


Part of France, | have travell'd over a —— 


Part of Germary, and all Ivaly, but have 
hardly found any Place, ‘where Tents 
were not in Ufe: Several there are, pie 

ee : nd 
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find fault with them; but few will give 
themfelves the Trouble to lay them a- 
fide. Some before me have written a- 
gain{t em ; but I believe, | have been 
the firft my Self, who hath had the bold- 
ne{s, intirely to fupprefs ’em in Pra€tice ; 
excepting only in cafe of exceflive Bleed- 
ing, and in fome Fizft Dreffings. 

Hippocrates, Galen, Celfus, Fabricius — 
ab Aguapendente, and many others cited 
in this Treatife, have been very near of 
my Opinion; and I have adduc’d fome 
Paflages of thefe famous Authors, that 
- countenance my Merbod. 1 have alledg- 
ed fome Places, out of Ambrofim Parem, 
being a well known Author, and celebra- 
ted for the Cure of Wounds , but it ap- 
pears, by the Remarks I have made, 
that he is inconfiftent with himfelf, in 
many Places of his Works ; which can’t 
chufe, but perplex the Mind of the young 
Surgeon. 

Facobus Marcus in his Preface to the 
Summary of Bandages, qubtes Septalius, 
a famous Phyfician of Milan, and Cefor 
Magatus, a renoun'd Profeffor in the U- 
niverfity of Terrara, who, as he fays, 

condemn'd 
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eondemnd, the Ufe of fenis, and the 


too Frequent Dreffing of Wounds, and 


that to this they had fuited their Practice, 
- in thefe two Cities, for a very confidera- — 


fé time. 3 


I know, it is not Lexgtb of Time, that. ? 


can give a Valve to Ibings ; it is only: 


their own Excellency: And every Thing, 


muft once have a Beginning.- | hope, 
therefore, if my Rea/ons are approv’d,. 


and fome Credit given to my Experien- 


ces, none will judge it neceflary, to wait. . 


yet till an dge is expird, before they | 
will lift themfelves upon my Side, I 
Know not, whether my Ree/onnings will — 


be of force enough to perfwade; but the 
Infallible Proofs, I have given, of the 


= 


Goodnefs of my Method, in the Great 


Number ot Cures, | have wrought there: 
by, will I hope fuffice to convince the 
Publick. | 


I grant it is difficult, at firlt to.;come 


over to the Opinion of another, when it 
is contrary #® our Own: But when the 


Life of Men is concern’d, we ought not 


to delay one Minute, to free our felves 
from Errour ; and to put oft thefe Prejudi- 
: ces, 
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ces, that often hinder us, thorowly to 
penetrate into the Tywzbof things.. The 
Opinions we receive in our younger Days, 
and the moft part of the Maxies, we 
take upon trufl from the Ancients, are 
‘ordinarly the Caufe of. the Fal/e Steps 
we make, in the chief Obligations of our 
Calling. The’ Life of the Wounded, is in- 
deed in the Hands of the Surgeou, who 
has him under his Care : wherefore, he 
ought to give all Diligence, not only to 
_attain a competent Meafure of S4z/4, but 
alfo to find out the moft Sure, and the 
moft Speedy Way of curing Wounds... 

It will be objeCted to me, that a great 
number of wounded Perfons have been, 
and yet are every Day cur’d, with the 
Ufe of Texts, and alfo by following the 
Anciént Method in all its Circumftances, 
Lanf{wer’tis true: And indeed if all thole 
who are dreft after this manner, were in 
certain Danger of being loft, it woud be 
| down-right Malice, and Grue/ty to ufe it, 

neither had my Endeavonrs, been at this 
time needful to fupprefs it, fince it would 
have been rejefted long ere now: But 
this I affirm, after I have made es 
; O. 
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of both the Oze. and the Orher Method. 
_ and have carefully confidered the Diffe- 
rence between ’em, that thofe who are 
cur’d by that of the Ancients, have need. 
of a healthful and vigorous Conftitution; 
befides that it is never without Danger, 
much Pain, and requires a tedious Length 
of Time: All which Inconveniences are 
vara by embracing that which I pro- © 
ofe, : 
3 In this Ho/pital,. we have by this Me- 
thod happily curd Wounds of divers 
Sorts, yea ot as many Various Kinds, as 
there are Different Parts of the Body ; 
having had Wounds of all thefe under 
our Care: Wherefore, this Happy Suc- 
cefs, cart in Reafon be afcrib’d to the. 
Temper of the Aix, which in fome Pla- 
ces is favourable to certain Parts of the 
Body, as hath been obferv'd, by Guy de — 
' Chauhat, who fpeaking of Wounds in the 
Head, averts that they are more eafily 
curd at Avigzion, than at Paris, and 
that thefe of the Legs, on the contrary, 
are curd fooner at Pars than at Avig- 
zion. The dir, | confefs, where ] am, 
becaufe of the Situation of the Place, is 
not 
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not fo replenifht with grof§ Parts, as in 
Plain and Low Grounds ; yet is it, not- 
with{tanding, ever hurttul to Wounds, 
both by Reafon of the Nzter, wherewith 
itis ftor’d, and alfo becanfe of its AGi- 
vity, and Penetra€tion: But | have never 
_ yet been able to remark, that it wasei- 
ther more beneficial or hurtful to one 
Part, than to another ;. and I have al- 
ways us'd all poffible Precaution, to hin- 
der its AccefS to all Wounds whatfoever ; 
as will appear by the Sequel. : 
I fhall not in this Treatife, difcourfe 
of the Natures, and Differences of the 
Difeafes, that belong to Surgery : This 
is already fufficiently done t6 my Hands 
by others; And the learned M. Verduc, 
Dottor of Phyfick, hath lately oblig’d the 
Publick, witha compleat Piece of Surge- 
ry. I will, therefore, concern my felf 
only with my own Praéfice ; and if any 
thing elfe, chance to fall ftom my Pen, 
it will be only what I thought neceflary 
for underftanding my Subjeét. 
Tho’ in many Places of this Book, I 
advife the ufé of general Remedies, and a 
{uitable courfe of Diet,among the Diver- 


fions 


The PREFACE. 
Jfions neceffary in the curing of Wounds, 
yet I don’t pretend to affume to my 
felf, what peculiarly belongs to Phy/icz: 
ans, whofe part it is to order thefe things, 
and according to whofe Direétions, they — 
onght to be usd. But I wrote in an 
Hofpital, where the whole ordering of © 
the Wounded, was altogether committed 
to.me. I[t fhall ever be Lew to me, 
efpecially when the Occafion will allow, 
to keep my felf within the Bouzds of my 
Profeffion. That Man, who wou'd ac- 
> quit himfelf in his Imployment, as be- 


-, comes him, will find enough to do, tho’ 


he Keep himfelf, to what properly. be- 
longs to Surgery: And. thofe who. pre- 
tend to know all things, moft common. - 
ly know nothing at all. But after all 
I judgeit highly advantageous tor a Swr- 
geon, to Know on certain Occafons,, how. . 
to mak a feafonable ufe of General Re- 
meédies, as well as of Topicks, Vulmera-; _ 
ry Drinks &c. For Opening of a Vein, a - 
_ .Potion,..or.a Ciyfter, when deafonably or- 
- dered, and timoufly adminiftrated, may . 
fave the Life of a coounded Perfon's ox: 
Soi ot ane o 
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at leaft prevent a great many <deci- 
dents. ‘ 

I have divided this little Treati/e, in: — 
to three Parts : In the Firft, I treat of - 
Tents, and of the Mifchiefs, that conti- 
nually accompany the ufé of em: And 
after [ have made it appear, that the Avr 
is pernicious to Wounds , 1 add on that 
- Occafion, a Diflertation on Uncovered 
Bones: And then I defcribe my way of 
- Drefling, after performing the Operation 
of the Ivepan, with a New Infirument, 
of my own Invention. | 

The fecond Part, contains a Colleton 
of fome Cures that I have done, accord- 
ing to my Method, with a Refleéfion af- 
ter each; which 1 juftify by Aushority, 
 adducing fome Citations. There woud 
be Reafon, indeed, to think, that I had 
accommodated Nature, to my own Sen- 
timents, and the Succefs of my Pradiice, 
might juftly be call’d in queftion, if I 
had not related many very important 
Experiences, and fuch as were publickly 
perform’d : For without doubt, the efta- 
_ blifhing ofa new Aferbod, as I have al- 
ready faid, is a pretty bold Attempt, ¢- 

| fpecally . 
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~ Fpecially in a Time, when France feems 
to have advance’d Surgery to the higheft 
pitch of Splendor; but particularly Parss, 
to which | owe my Birth and Education : 
Knowing therefore that Experience is, - 
for the moft part, much more convinc- 
_ ing than Rea/on, 1 have quoted feveral 
Cafes, and given a Breif, but very Parti- 
~ cular Account, of feveral Cures, which | 
have related in a Manner as Natural as 
_ pofhible. 
— The third and laft Parr, will be no 
lefS ufeful to the young Szrgeon, than 
the two others: “Tis a general Idea of 
my Prafice, with fome Ob/ervations, 
and a Defcription of the fimple Reme- 
dies that I ufe in the Cure of Wounds, . 
and other Li/ea/es belonging to the Pro- 
vince of Surgery: Their Goodne/s is fut- 
ficiently attefted, by the advantageous 
Effects which they produce; and the - 
great number of Patients, cur’d by their 
Means, ought to gain them fome Re- 
pute. 
‘ I have done what I cou’d to give. 
this Book a Plain and Eafy Szz/e: If the 
Language is not Fluent, nor the Expreffi- 
| : ons 
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ons inviting, and agreeably ordered, it 
ought not to be furprizing: Szmplicity 
and Plainnefs bett becomes the Irth, 
A Book written in an Ho/pita/, in the 
middle of the A/ps, without any A/- 
flance or Advice, and which is bottom’d 
only upon .Praédice ; neither can; nor. 
poflibly ought to be attended, with the 
vain.Embellifhments of Eloquence. In a 
Word, Lexpett to perfwade, not fo much 


by what | can fay, as bywhat  havedone.  — 


\ hope the Reader will take in good 
Part this Ejay, and will not condemna | 
Defign, whole only Aim is; The Glory — 
of God, The Comfort of the Affli&ted, 
and the PerfeCtion of Surgery. 


Yat THE | 


THE 


PART L 
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Plainly fhewing by Reafon and Authority the Ad- 
vantages of this Way, and Mifchiefs of a con- 
trary Pratice : With a Difcourfe upon Difco- 
vered Bones ; and a Way to Drefs, with a 
new Inftrument of the Author's Invention, af- 
ter the Ufe of the Trepan. 


a nn ce mae 


Cc ot AP... J, | 
Of the Four Ends propofed in the Ufing 
| of Tents. | 


HE Ufe of Tents in Wounds, be- 
ing reputed of fo leng ftanding in 
Surgery, and but too much approv’d 
a. on, by the Univerfal Praétice, at 
his Day ; it will be neceflary for us, before 
owe 
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we deliver our own Method, to give -our 
“Thoughts thereon 4 which alf -we will con- 
firm by Reafon and Authority. a 
Fabricius ab Aquapendente in'his Eighth Chap- 
ter of Wounds, reckons Up only three Ulfes of 
Tents; but many after him make mention of 
Four. Oneis to keep open the Orifice of the 
Wounds : Another to carry the requir'd Medi- 
ines to their Bottom + A third to farther the 
coming away of Extrancous Bodies: And a 
- =€6urth is to drink in as it were, and to contain 
-the Filth and Excrements therein generated. 
 Qar Defign is at prefent to confider, whe- ~ 
‘ther thefe Ends, fo far as they are expedient, 
may not be obtain’d without the Affiftance of © 
Tents: For I would not be thought without 4 
_ ‘RReafon, to make any Change of the Order re- 
- eeiv'’d in managing of Wounds 5 nor tafhly to- 
‘Jay afide any thing that might conduce to the. 
~ Relief of the Wounded, or facilitate and fhor- 
-ten the Cure. hh 


CHAP. TF ” 
Of the Hirt End of Tents. 
T is unqueftionably certain, that Naetwre’s: 
Endeavours are ever “bent towards the fup- 


plying of what has been taken away by violent | 
aneans from our Bodies, and uniting the Divilfic 
. ons 
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‘ns made therein: _We'ought not therefore to 
keep open the Orifice of a Wound; but if need- 
ful, it may be widened at the firft Drefhing ; 
and thereby what is defign’d in the firft Ufe: 
Wil be fufficiently attain’d. However I don’t 
altogether difapprove of the Ufe of Dilaters, 
and fometimes of Tents, when they are required 
to contain and fupport Aftingents, to ftep the 
Bleeding, or to hinder the Reunion of frefh In- 
cifions, that fometimes are neceffary in the firft 
Dreffing of Gunfhot Wounds: Efpecially when 
there is any Sufpition that Extraneous Bodies are 
lodg’d in the Wound, or fome Splinter of a 
Bone that Nature is not able to reunite. But 
if once the firft two or three Days are over, 
Tents are tot only ufelefs, but extreamly hurt- 
ful, particularly in Gur fhot. Wounds, that of 
themielves are oftestimes {uificiently enlarg’d by . 
the coming away of the bruifed F lefh,commonly 
call’d the Efcar, before which we need not fear 
the clofing up ef the Wound. 
it was leldom ever known 'that a Wound did 
All up, while any forreign Body remain’d within 
it. Now the Efearis an ExtraneousBody in re- 
gard’ of thofe parts to which it immediately ad- 
heres, and muft therefore of necefliy be fepa- 
cated from them : Moreover Nature can’t effe@ 
2 Reunion of the flefh, till firft fhe have free’. - 
ner felf of what keeps~afunder the Parts to be 
oyn’d. : oo 


& 
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Fabricius ab Aquapendente, is of the fame O~ 
pinion, Part I. Book 4. Chap. 9- where he 
days, that Nature never cures a Wound, fo long 
‘as any thing is in it that offends ker. | 

I do believe there is no Body but will grant 
that the Separation of the Efcar isa Work of 
Nature , that is moft fpedily perform'’d, where - 
the Natural Heat is moft vigorous. Now feeing 
new Fleth is bred eafilieft at the Bottom of the - 
“Wound,’tis there alfo where it firft begins to fill 
ap; and therefore the Orifice is laft of all freed 
rom the E/car,and fupply'd with new Flefh: for 
which Caufe we have no Reafon to fear its too 
fadden.clofing,; neither does there appear any 
necefity of uling Tents, to avoid that Inconve- 
miency- 3 

As for Wounds made by fharp Inftruments, 
they have no need of Tents, feeing they dont 
want to be dilated, but only to be clos’d up’: 
Now what thwarts Nature's Intention not on-: 
ly may, but ought to be laid afide. 

Finally, Contufed Wounds can’t be united, till! 
fri what is bruifed is remov'd, either by the: 
force of the Natural Heat, or the Applications 
of Diffolving Medicines, or by Suppuration * 
and confequently it appears that in this Cafe al- 
‘fo, as well as the others, Tents may be forborn, 
and fo the firft End propos’d in ufing them is not 
to be’allow'd. 


@ 


CHAI 


The Ho'pital-Surgeon. 
Clr &: Poe: 
Of the fecond End of Tents. 


Here will be no need of a great many Rea- 
ii fons to demonftrate, that it is an eafy mat- 
fer, to make the Remedies pafs to the Bottom 
of a Wound, without the Affiftance of Tents: 
for to. this Purpofe nothing more is required, 
than to give a pretty foft and thin Contiftence, 
to thele Oyntments, Balfams, and other fach like 
Remedies, as are commonly. us’d: in curing of 
Wounds. 

When a fimple Divifion ismade in a health 
ful and weli temper’d Body, Nature ftands not 
in need of any thing elfe, but the Natural Bal- 
fam of the Parts, or the Nutricious Fuice, in ore 
der to procure a Reunion, efpecially if it is in 
flefhy Parts: in which Cafe the Tents and Oynt- 
ments do only irritate the Parts, caufe Fluxion of 
Humours, putrify the Flefh, alter the Nutricious 
Futce 5 and.fo occafion long and very great Sup- 


purations, which rather hinder than promote 
the Cure... a 


<4 
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CUA PR. CW... 
Of the rhird End of Tents 


; i eee the Difcharge of Extraneous Bodies is 
& at all furthered by Tents, ts a thing not to” 
be imagined: Yea on the contrary, we have 
moré Reafon to believe that they conduce very 
much to retain them. For fuppofing that any 
thing remains in a Wound, as a Bullet, Pieces. 
of Bone, of Cloaths, or Wad, &v. it is almoft 
impofible ever to draw it forth at the fame 
Place by which it entred,unlefs it be at the firft 
or fecond Dreffing : And this happens very fel- 
dom, tho’ never without great Pain, and much 
Time or Trouble. | 
There is no Probability that a Body fo heavy 
as Lead, canremain for any confiderable time in 
one Place, unlefs it ftickin fume Bone orjoynt. 
TheFleth has not folidity fufficient to detain the 
‘Bullet, but gradually yields to its defcending 
Weight: and fuppoting it did not ftir of it felf, 
yet fo far wou’d a Tent be from furthering its co- 
_ming out, that it would rather fix it fafter, and 
pufhit deeper into the Wound . Now the Matter 
ever follows the Bullet,and makes to it felf one 
‘or more Cavities; it gathers together, encrea- 
fes, ferments, and commonly brings on a Fe- 
ver; the Part is weaken’d, the Body wafted, 
; and 
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and in fine the wounded Perfon frequently is 
brought to an untimely End. The like Acci- 
dents may alfo be produc’d, by the Splinter of 
a Bone, or fume fuch other thing, after the 
fame manner. Hence it is, that on the leaft 

~ Sufpition, whether from the Complaint of the 
Wounded, or any other Appearance, of a for-. 
reign Body remaining in the Wound, Search is 
made thereinto with Inftruments, and with the 
Fingers, but for the moft part to no purpofe, 
as I have often feen: And all this to fatisfy 
themfelves, and to fhew tothe By-ftanders and. 
to the Patient, that no Diligence has been 
fpar’d to further the Cure. This Method is. 
no lef hurtfil than cruel, and by exafperating 
the Parts,caufes Fluxions, and brings on Putre-. 
faétion, yea oftentimes incurable Fiftnla’s. But 
when all thefe forefaid Means fall fhort of Suc- 
ces, then a lower Part is fought out, therein 
to make a counter-vpening, which fometimes 
when the Patient is of a ftrong Conftitution, 
effects the Cure... , 7 
- Pieces of Garments, of Wad, of Linnen, ec... 
_areé often carried by the Bulletinto the Wound, 
and there remain after it is drawn out, being | 


deeper lodg’d: Thefe things are but too capa-> - 


ble of occaiioning troublefome Accidents ; and 
* Tents conduce not a little to keep them there, © 
obftruéting the Paffage whereby they might be 
expell’d. Itis certain that a Tent always {wells . 
‘in the Wound, and filling up the Orifice, keeps 
‘ae la. 
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in the Matter, which not being longer to. be 
contain’d within the narrow Bounds of the 
Wound , fpreads it felf into the neighbouring 
Parts, glides between the Mufcles, and carries 
along with it the Extrameous Bodies, which are 
there corrupted and putrify’d, and infecting the 
Wound, occafion Mortifications, or Abfceffes 
very hard to be cur’d. 

I fay then, to concludethis Chapter, that it 


is altogether in vain to ule Tents with a Defign | 


thereby to facilitate the Difcharge of Forreign 
Bodies; and that they rather conduce to keep 
themin, than affift in furthering their Paflage. 
But if by Chance it fhould fall out, as fometimes 
it does, that the Wound clofe up, when there 
is fome Extraneous Body within; it will occafion 
an AbfcefS either under the Ancient Efcar, or 
fomewhere elfe, more convenient for Nature, by 


the opening of which only whatever is hurtful . 


and improfitable will be difcharg'd. ; 
As tor leaden Bullets that have not been 
drawn out at the firft Dreffing, their remaining 


in the Parts can do no great hurt, becaule they. 


are friendly to Nature and in procefs of Time, 


by their own Weight, {lip down between the | 


Mutcles, and often appear under the Skin, from 
whence they may be taken out, without either 
Trouble or Danger. The moft Part of Surge- 
ons are convinedof the Truth of what I fay < 
Only this I muft acknowledge, that we ought 
to endeavour to draw forth fuch Bullets, as are 
| . either 


> 
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either lodg’d in a Joynt, or in hazard of fallm&_ 
into fome Cavity of the Body ; as that of the 
Scull, of the Thorax, or of the lower Belly». 
where they might be irrecoverably loft.- 


s CHA P. Y. 
Of the Fourth End of Tents. 


_S for the fourth pretended Ufe of Tents,.1 
| grant that they are always foak’d with. 
the Moifture of the Wound; but as they re- 
tain that Humidity, not fufféring it to pafs out; 
fo they are thereby fwell’d up, and enabled 
to intercept the Paflage of all the other Mat- 
ter that is generated: Now I would willing- 
ly heara Reafon for keeping in a Wound Ex: 
crements,which Nature is fo follicitous to. throw 
out ; for being corrupted by their Abode, they 
alter and deftroy the Conftitution of the Parts 
that contain *em. Seeing then the longer the 
Matter is detain’d, the more it is deprav’d; 
I am perfwaded-*tis much better to give it a 
free Paffage, not interrupting its Courfe, than 
to faut it up with Tents, and force it to take 
other ways. | 
Having therefore demonftrated that the 
Ends that have been defigned by the Ulfe of: 
Tents, in fo far a§ they are for the Advantage 
of the Wounded, may not only be attain’d 
without "em, but are really hindred thereby 3. 
Twill endeavour in the following Chapter to 
a : B 5. take 


J 
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take the part of Oppreffed Nature, and to aifert 
her Liberty by Reafons founded on the Cir- 
culation of the Blood, and fupportéed by the’ 
Authority of many Authors. 


Cl ae ev 
Confeguences deduced from the preceding 
Chapters, 


Ature hath been diverfly defined by ie 

thors who have treated therein. Fulius. 
Alexandrinus calls it The Author, the Pr oe and 
Efficient Caufe of natural Beings. In this Senfe 
it is regarded in Phyfick as the Caufe of Health, 
and the Phyfician of Diftempers ; and is by Vaz 
Helmont confideredin three different States; to’ 
wit, either in its full Strength and Vigour, or 
as impaired and weakened, or as altogether op- 
prefs’d and proftrate. 

Thefe things might be apply’d to our prefent 
Purpofe ; however that I may give a more clear 
and intelligible Idea of Nature, which may bet- 
‘ter fuit with outward Difeafes, I fhall look upon 
her as the Chief Worler of whatfoever concerns 
eur Health: and Iam perfwaded, feeing fhe has 
fram’d every thing according to the Law of its. 
being, fhe will alfo maintain them in their ne- 
ceflary Union, unite them when divided, and 

in 
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in a Word, reftore them to their firft Efate, 


~ when any way fallen from it. 


This Union is fo neceffary for maintaining | 
Health, and preferving Life, that all, or at leaft 


the moft part of Difeafes, proceed from a De-> 


fe& therein: For things of a forreign Quality 
are one Way or other mixed with the Humours 
of the Body, which difordering and interrupt- 
ing the Union of their Parts, change and de- 
prave the good Temperament and Qualities of - 
the natural Balfam, called Radical Moifture; and 
from hence come Difeafes and Death. 

In outward Maladies alfo, and in Divifions 
of the harder or fofter Parts of the Body mani- 
feft to the external Senfes, it is plain that Na- 
ture faffers, and confequently muft ftrive with 
all her Might to reunite the divided Parts. . 
The Surgeon as her faithful Minifter in curing , 
Wounds, ought to imploy his utmoft Care to af- » 


fift her, while fhe labours to effect that fo necel- 


fary Union. To this End he fhou’d not only 
Yeave her at Liberty, putting no Hindrance in 
her Way, but alfo free her from whatever may- 


thwart her Defign. Finally, he muft afhit and - 


imitate her, mind her Inclinations, obferve her 

Proceedings, and follow her as it were ftep by 

ftep, that he may be ever ready to lend her . 

his required Help. 

The Art of Phyfick turns upon thisPrineiple, — 
that Nature has the chief Hand in curing Difeafess - 
"tis with her the Phyfician ought to confult, and - 
| withont - 
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without her Confent as it were he ought never 
to do or undertake any thing: and in a Word, 
he only is the ableft Phyfitian, who has moft ear- 
neftly apply’d himfelf to the ftudy of Nature. 

I acknowledge there are many Cafes, where- 
in Nature alone is not fufficient, and in thefe 
fhe mnft be helpt out by the Hand of Art: as 
in the drawing out of Extraneous Bodies from 
Wounds, cutting off mortify’d Parts, opening 
Abfcefles, reftoring broken or disjoynted Bones, 
and other like Operations belonging to the Pro- 
vince of Surgery. But let a Surgeon be never 
fo fuperficially acquainted with Nature, he may 
eafily perceive that by Tents and Dilaters fhe 1s 
opprefsd, depriv’d of Liberty of aéting, and 


directly oppos’d in her-Defign, which is. $0 reus 


nite the divided Parts. 

Fabricius ab Aquapendente, whom I mention’d. 
before, aflerts, that Nature never cures a Wound, — 
fo long as any thing is in it which fhe cawt retain 3 

For in this he is agreed with the moft Judici- 
ous, that tis Nature that works the Cure ;- and 


at the fame time fhews, that a Tentis fuchan 


- Enemy to her, as.neither.ought nor can be 
-kept within, but to her hurt. and deftrnéttion. 
Galen alfo in his third Book of Method, fays, | 
that tis. not the Remedies, but Nature: that 
clofes up Wounds. 

Wherefore, Experience having, convine’d 
me of this Truth, I fer my. felt to confider Na- 
ture’s Defigns, her Inclinations, and the Way 
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fhe takes to effe& the Cure of Wounds; and 
have obferv’d that Tents do ever oppofe, and 
prove a Hindrance toher. ’Tis every Day to 
be feen that Nature can fuffer nothing forreign 
to abide with her ; fhe endeavours with all her 
might, to free her felf from Tents and Doffels 
- with which Wounds are ordinarily cram’d up: 
For tho’ they did not occafion pain, as we may 
well affur'd they do, yet being Extraneous Be- 
dies,Nature can’t endure them without trouble: 
and let them be never fo fmall or foft, they 
mut neceffarily prefS always upon fome Veffels, 
of which the Body is nothing elfe but a Contex- 

ture... 
_ According to their bigne& and hardnef&&,T ents 
_ do more or lefs difturb the courfe and order of 
the Circulation of the Blood,{o far as theWound 
reaches; They fqueeze out the moft fubti] 
part of that, or other Liquors contain’d in the 
Veffels they prefs upon, which by the Matter al- 
ready in the Wound, is converted into its own 
Nature,and becomes a Ferment, that being re- 
taind, grows hot and corrupt, and foalters the 
containing and neighbouring Parts, and often- 
times imparts its vicions qualities to the Mafs of 
Blood,by Vapours ient into the Veins; yea the 
Matter it felf is fuck’d up by the Veins, their 
Orifices being dilated by its Fermentation, Moi- 
fture, and ftay ; and this circulating with the 
Blood,intirely corrupts it,and caufesFevers that 
ad in Death,unlefS Nature by fome critical and 
es healthful 
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healthful Motion, throw ont the Corruption. 
Ambrofius Pareus in his ninth Book, treating 
of Wounds, Chap. 5. forbids the Ufe of Tents 
in few words, being therein fupported by the 
Authority of Galen, who in the fourth Chapter 
of his Method, affirms it to be neceffary in all 
Wounds whither fimple or compound, that no- 
thing be between their Lips that may hinder 
Reunion. The fame Pareus in hts ninth Book, 
Chap. 7. recommends the Ufe of long and thick 
Tents in the Beginning, and afterwards advifes 
to make ’em more thin and fhort ; but does not 
here forbid their Ufe. In the fame Book, . 
Chap. 15. he takes the part of Tents in oppo- 
fition to a certain Phyfician, that had written 
againft his Method. 7 
Thefe differing and contradittory Opinions 
in one and the fame Author, muft of neceffity 
throw. the Pat G Surgeon into perplexing. 
doubts, fo that often he can’t know, what is_ 
beft, or what way is moft fecure. *Tis certain 
however, that the mifchief of Tents was known to 
Galen, becaufe he forbids their Ufe ; and alfo 
to that Phyfician who found fault with the Prac- 
tice of Pareus ; his name I know not, but by the 
acknowledgment of the fame Author, he alto- 
gether lays afide the ule of Tents, and orders to 
dre(s a Wound but once in four Days. This 
Method therefore is not fo new as at firft I 
thought with my felf, for I had form’d my de- 
fign ere ever I was aware of what I have here 
quot ed 
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quoted ; and it was Experience only that open- 
ed my Eyes. 

Galen Juftifies further my Opinion, in his 
third Book of Method, and ninth Chapter, when 
he fays,that in every Wound there are two forts 
ef Excrements, a grofsand a fubtil, which as 
he affirms, hinder the generation of Flefh. Now 
if this be fo, itis very prepofterons to keep them 
in the Wound with Tents. If it be faid, that 
the Tents may be made {6 little, as not altoge- 
ther to fill up the Orificz, nor hinder the paffage 
of the Matter: I anfwer, that tho’ they be made 
never fo fall, yet will they fill up the Mouth 
of the Wound; becaufe they ever fwell up to 
the bignefs of the Space they are in :. but fuppo- 
fing the moft fubtil matter to efcape, yet the 
more grofs and clammy is by them retain’d, and 
is enough to occafion grievous Accidents. Now 
if {mall Tents prove fuch a hindrance to the cu- 
ring of Wounds, what may be expeéted from 
thele that are long and hard, and pafs to the ve- 
ry Bottom ? However thefe alfo are ufed by ma- 
ny Surgeons, who for want of applying them- 
felves to the confideration of Nuture, and her 
Intentions in curing of Wounds, continue to 
follow a Method that is both cruel and deftruc- 
tive. 

Tents, Dilaters, and Setons always occafion Dit 
orders in the Places where they areapply’d; if 
they touch the Nerves, they caule extremity of 
Pain,that is often theOriginal of manyEvils,and 

er ae follow’d 
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follow’d by many grievous Accidents 5 fuch as 
Convuljions, lof of Senfe,&c. If they bear upon 
~ a Tendon, its A&tion is hurt; and motion ceafes : 
if they prefs the Veffels, as they almoft ever 
do, the Circulation of the Blood is difturb’d. 
But fuppofe a Tent fhould only 
Mamellons prefs together the * fibrous Papil- 
fibrenx. Ie that compofe the Skin, which 
are of a quick fenfe, beirg the In- 
firument of touching; this alone were enough to 
difturb the Order and Diftribntion of the Spi- 
_rits ; which now moving in-a tumultuary way _ 
among thefe fibrous Papille of the Skin, con- 
tra& them by the Irritation and pricking which 
they caufe. Now the Fibers being fhortned, ~ 
and the Skin contra¢ted, the Veffels oak of ne- 
ceffity be doubled or {queez’d together, and con- 
fequently the Circulation dimintfh’d, or intirely - 
fuppreisd. In thefe Cafesthere is not fo much, | 
Blood carried back by the Veins, as was brought 
py the Arteries: Now if the Circulation is al- 
“together ftopt, a Mortification enfues ; if con-_ 
fiderably diminifht, an Abfeefs ;. but if tlie Hue - 
mours Cuze into the Wound from the Capellary 
Vefleis, large and tedious Suppurations are oc- 
cafion’d. 

The Hardnefs and ‘Swelling are caus’d by the 
Matter that is ftopt, and diffus'd: about the 
Place; and therefore all the Accidents are 
more or lefS grievous, and alter according to 
the force of the Compreffion, and guannty af 

2 the 
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the diffufed Matter, the good or bad Difpofi- 
tion of the Blood, of the Humors, or ot the 
Part affeéted, and the different Degrees of the 
Natural Heat , which haftens or keeps back : 
the Fermentation and Putrefaétion. 

From what hath been faid it appears, that 
the Blood and Humours are not carried, or 
drawn (as fome Authors love to {peak } to the 
affiiéted Part more abundantly than at other 
times, altho’ the Spirits run thither in much 
greater Plenty: But as for the Blood, it is 
evident enough that it circulates lef in the 
wounded, than in the found Parts, becaufe it 
moves with greateft Eafe in thefe latter: And 
it is a Law of Nature, that a Body in- motion 
always moves towards thefe places where it 
finds leaft Oppofition. 

The truth of this is clearly demonftrated by.” 
- the Accidents, which fome time ago followed 
on certain Malignant Fevers in places not far 
diftant from hence. They caufed an Obftru- 
ion, and fwelling in the lower Belly fo con- 
fiderable, that the Circulation was ftopt, anda 
Gangreen enfi’d. But on the contrary, the 
Blood was violently, and in too great quantity 
carried upwards ; it could not be contain’d 
within the Veffels, broke thro’ all Obftacles, 
and caus’d fharp Pains, Abiceffes, Deliriums, 
and Death. 

I have confidered the Accidents.that moft 
commonly attend Wounds , and do believe, 

1 falas 
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that for the moft part they proceed from the. 
Difsrder of the Circulation of the Blood, oc- 
cafion’d by broken pieces of Bones, Bullets, or 
fone other Foreign thing remaining in the 
Wound: Thefe things are not of fuch a Fi- 
gure as to caufe an Irritation, nor can they. of 
themfelves produce any putrefaétion, and yet 
they commonly bring on Abfcefles. . We ought 
not then to afcribe thefe Accidents to Pain 5 
for fometimes they come without it 5 and this 
eften is prefent where thofe don’t happen. But - 
Iam of Opinion, that thefe extraneous Bodies 
prefs the Vefféls that are difpers'd through the — 
place where they are, and ftop the Blood, 
which flipping into the Pores and Spaces of the 
Flefh, by its ftay and Fermentation, is there . 
corrupted, and-chang’d: unto the Matter of an. 
Abfcefs. 

Tis true, Leaden Bullets, or othe? things of - 
a like Nature, have been Jong in the Body, 
and yet no AbfcefS hath followed; but this 
may be attributed to the largenefs of the Place 
wherein they happen’d to be ladg’d fo, as not. | 
to occafion any Diferder; or becaufe fliding 
between the Mufcles, it did not hinder the 
Courfe of the Humours. The other Accidents 
that ordinarily attend Gua-feot Wounds , are 
alfo occafion’d by the Defeét of the Circula- 
tion, as I fhall obferve in the Sequel of this 
Difcourfe 5, where it fhall be made to appear, 
-that Tents and Dilaters usd in this fort of. 
Wounds. 
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Wounds hinder the fall of the Efcar, the Dif- — 
folution of what is bruifed, and the pafling out 
of whatever ought to be brought away. 
This will without difficulty be granted by 
thofe, who well underftand the Courfe of the 
Blood and Humours, and the Union and Order 
of the Parts that compofe the Body. All the 
Parts are fo united one to another, that the 
leaft Separation can’t be made without Pain, 
Effufion of fome Humour, or fome other Dif- 
order. Experience fhews, that ’tis not only 
the Air that rots the Bones, but alfo the Nou- 
- yifhment of the Nervous Parts when it is al- 
tered by a malignant Acid 5 and generally any 
Matter that has Acidity enough toe caufe a Fer- 
-ynentation and Corruption in the place of its 
Abode, when kept in by Tents, or other fuch 
Obftacle. . 
Tho’ Dolew in his Surgery is not altogether 
againft the ufing of Tents, yet he fhews that 
we ought to do it with great Caution ; from 

- whence it appears he Judg’d them dangerous. 
Etmullerus is of the famé mind, in his Phyfical 
Surgery, where he Joyns fich Accidents with 
the Ufe of Tents, as ought to fright thofe who 
imploy em: He advifes the ufing of Pledgets, 
and quite to lay afide Tents in Wounds of the 
‘Nerves and Tendons, and in thefe of the Joynts. 
Hence it appears that this Auther was no great 
Favourer of Tents; for which Reafon he orders 
the Ufe of the vylnerary Balfam in the cure of ' 
Wounds 
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Wounds, which promotes the: generation of. 
Flefh, and caufes a fpeedy Union, to both which 
the Ufe of Tents is direétly contray. 

All the famous Phyficians, who have treated 
of Surgery, and the curing of Wounds, are well 
“nigh of the fame Opinion. I could reckon up 

a great number, if I thought that thefe I have 
adduc’d were not enough. It appears, as I 
have faidin the Preface, that Septalius and Ma- 
gatus, both renowned Phyficians that praétvfed 
Surgery in Italy, followed this Method for the 
fpace of torty years with very good Succefs. 

M. Caufapé Do&tor of Phyfick, in his Obfer- 
vations on the frequent Ufe of Bleeding, alto- 

gether difcards the Ufe of Tents, without any 
Referve. He fupports his opinion with Reafons, 
which I had conceived before his Book came to 

emy Hands. But we may be fure that Author 
did not write on, this Subjeé&, before he’ was ful- 
ly convine’d by his own Experience of what he 
advanc’d. It would be an unpardonable Rafh- - 
nefs for one to. write-and maintain-that, of which | 
he doubted the Truth, and, taeftablifh a Me- . 
thod on falfe Principles. 

I very well know that great Numbers will 
oppofe themfelves to what I advance on this 
Subjeét, which is the common Fate of all Opt- 
nions that appear new: but of this Matter Ex- 
perience only is the moft competent]udge; whofe 
Teftimony fhall be deduc’d at large, and with 

all 
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all FaithfulnefS, in thé&fecond Part of this 
Work. _ 
- In this firft part I make account fufficiently 
to explain the Reafons that oblig’d me to lay 
afide the Ufe of Tents and Dilaters. I can’t 
approve their proceeding, who ufe them be- 
caufe others have done fo, or becaufe the An= 
cients have ordered it. The Gtory or Blame 
of the Good or Iil Succefs, fay they, accrues 
not to us; we have Cuftom and Antiquity for 
our Warrant. But the Arts and Sciences ought 
never to be fhut up within fuch narrow and un- 
equal Bounds. Knowledge, Reafon, and Expe- 
rience would be injur’d to the higheft Degree, 
if we fhould impofe upon them fuch fevere Re- 
ftri@ions, and take from them that Liberty, 
which fhould laft equally with the World. . 


o 


CHAP. VIL 


Reafons to demonfirate the Mifchief of 
Tents. 


Any of the Ancients, and fome of the mo- 

dern Writers, have fpoken of Tents as 
things indifferent : Such Authors,I mean, as ha- 
ving written of Surgery and theCure of Wounds, 
feem to have brought thefe things to fome Per- 
fedtion. They leave it to the Difcretion of the 
Surgeop 
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Surgeon either to ufe them or not, according as 
they Judg’d convenient. They did not think 
this matter of fach Moment, as to require their 
Attention. They lookd on thefe Means with 
unconcern’d Eyes, referring theinfelves therein 
to the Honefty of thofe, who firft wrote of them. 
*Tis apparent they had not obferv’d, as I have 
often done, the mifchief occafion’d by Tents, 
the ule of which deftroys indifferently the Vul- 
gar with Perfons of Merit, whofe lofs in a State 
is always to be regretted. : | 
We need not be furprifed at what we fee hap- 
pen every day in the Cure ofall forts of Wounds: 
"tig not at this time only that one thing has been 
taken for another. Our Knowledge is not fo 
great as to reach to all neceflary Truths; nor 
do we perfeétly underftand the Caufes of all the 
-Accidents and Diforders that follow upon 
Wounds. All thofe who have treated of this 
Subje& have endeavoured to explain them ac- 
cording to their opinions, as I have done my 
beft to accommodate them to mine. But Occa- 


fions are now frequent enough, and therefore it 


will be eafie for any one to inform him(elf of 
the truth, and to diftinguifh who are in the 
Right, andwhonot. 

_ M. De la Chariere, in his Book of Operations, 
difcourfing of Wounds, advifes carefully to wipe 
away all the matter ofa Wound, and to fillup — 
‘every the very leaft corner with Dilaters or 
‘Doffels, to hinder its ftaying, left it fhould be 

S : ~~ fack’a 
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fack’d up by the Veins, and carried by the Cir- 
culation to the Heart. The fame Author adds, 
that the Air is a moft, powerful Enemy to 
Wounds: Neverthelefs it 1s impoffible to dry 
up the Matter with all that exa¢tneis he re- 
quires, what diligence foever be us’d, without ta~ 
king up fome times during which the 47 will 
do incomparably more Harm, than the Matter 
that therein might have remain’d; which often 
is not endu’d with all thefe ill pales one I$ 
apt to imagine, as fhall be made to appear 
in the fourth Chapter of the laft Part of this 
Treatife. 

This Author acknowledges that in Contufions, 

a little extravafated Blood {queezes together the 
Veflels, interrupts the Courfe of the Blood and 
Humours, and caufes Fluxions and Inflammati- 
ons. What then may be expected froma like - 
quantity of Doffels heap’d one upon another ? 
They encreafe the Divifion made in the Body, 
and oppofe the Defign that one ought chiefly 
to have Regard to in curing of Wounds, which 
is Reunion. To this may be added, that they 
are more hard, painful,and contrary to Nature, 
than a little Blood of which he fpeaks. ie” 
As for what is alledg’d by him, that the Matter 
might otherwife be taken up by the Veins; it is. 
not to be apprehended, unlefs it were of fo great 
a Quantity as to ferment, or made fo longa 
_ftay in the Part,as to open and dilate the Orifi- 
ces of the Veflels. This may indeed fall out in 
Wounds 
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Wounds of the Breaft, as will appear in the fe" 
cond Part of this Book, and in thefe of the 
Thorax, where the capacity and heat of the Part, 
are fufficient to produce that Effeét. ‘This al- 
fo may happen in great Abfceffes, whereof we 
will give fome Examples at the End of this 
Work. Finally this may arrive when the Mouth 
of a Wound is ftop’d up with Tents or Dilaters, 
which too often keep the Matter fhut up from 
one Dreffing to another: hence it increafes, 
ferments, and ordinarly acquires a vicious and — 
malignant Quality, which may be communi- | 
cated to the Heart by means of the Circulation 
of the Blood. | 
* Of all thofe Mifchiefs Teats and Dofels may 
‘be accounted the chief Occafion. Now to a- 
void all thefe Accidents, and the ftaying of the 
Matter in the Wound, we need only leave open 
the Orifice, and put nothing into the Cavity . 
- which may increafe the Separation of the 
Parts; to the end they may come together, 
when there is nothing to hinder their Reunion, — 
nor any empty Space, where the Matter may. 
make any confiderable ftay. Thefe I think are 
good Reafons, and trong enough to overthrow 
an Opinion, that is contrary to my ten or | 
twelve years Experience. | 
The fame M. De la Charriere, a little further 
fays, that the Orifice of 2 Wound muft be dila- 
ted when it is fo little that it will not fuffer Dof~ 
fels to enter, that fo it may be filPd therewith : 
| : | and 
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and I on the contrary widen it that I may avoid 
the uling of them, for Reafons mention’d before. | 
Moreover it is to be fear’d that a Dilater may 
é loft, and fixt ina deep Wound. Of this we 
have had fuficient Proof in the Perfon of one 
‘of our Generals, and matty others wounded in 
the Battel of Marfeils, 

Wherefore if Tents may be laid afide, as has 
been done in this Hofpital, even in deep 
Wounds of the moft flefhly parts of the Body = 
much more ought they to be forborh in others, 

The fame Author before mention’d, rejeéts 
the ule of Tents, excepting in Wounds of the — 
Breaft, and lower Belly that penetrate : Not- 
withftanding it may be {een in the fecond Part 
of this Treatife, where we difcourfe of Wounds 
in the Breaft, in what manner we have cured 
many fich of different Natures without the Af 
fiftance of Tents. 

As for thofe in the lower Belly, I know it 
may be faid to me, that ifI have not us’d Tents 
to them, it is long of the difficulty of their Ap- 
plication, and ftay in this Part, where, by rea- 
fon of the continual motion,they can’t be kept in, 
unlefs with a very ftrait Bandage. But the 
matter is otherwife ; for indeed f {ee pot for 
what Reafon Tents are required to this part a- 
ny More than to others. et us fuppofe now, 
that the expected Suppuration of the contained 
Parts that are wounded, is already begun, "tis 
mpofhble the Matter'can come away, while the 

7 C Orifice 
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Orifice is ftopt up with a Tent, but it muft fall 
down by its own weight into the lower part ‘of 
that Cavity: alfo what Matter or Blood may 
- there'be colleéted, can’t be difcharg’d by rea- 
‘fon of the Tent, which is asa Dam to keep it in$ 
efpecially if we wait till the Suppuration of the — 
- “‘Teguments, which is never great, be excited — 
by Irritation or by Tents. Otherwife the Mo- 
ion in Breathing, and the lifting up of the Pe~ . 
ritenaum in Infpiration, will drive out the Mat: 
fer as it breeds, if a free paflage be allowd ifs 
‘There is one Cafe wherein Wilaters,and fome-. 
times Tents, become in a manner neceffary 3 
and that is when a Wound is accompanied with 
“a confiderable Bleeding ; then they may be us’d 
to carry Aftringents to the opening of the Vel- _ 
fels, and to fupport and keep them on ; chiefly 
in deep Wounds: For if at firft we fhould Joyn 
the Lips of the Wound, and apply Aftringents — 
upon them, the outward Bleeding, might be re- 
preft, before that of the Veffels were reftrain’d; 
“and fo the Blood running, between the Mufcles 
‘would there be corrupted, and would fpoil the — 
Parts wherein it is contain’d, and thefe that bor- 
der upon them, and might alfo occafion Suffo- 
cation, and a Gangrene. . This is what I faw 
at Turin to befall the Baron de la Serra, a Gen- 
tleman of Savoy, who being wounded with a_ 
Sword near the right Arm-pit, had a branch 
of the Vena Subclavia opened + he was drefs’d by - 
a very expert Surgeon, who, whether by 
: chance: 
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chance, or otherwife, négleéted to apply A ftrin- 
gents to the Opening of the Veffel, tho’ the 
Bleeding was very great: the Wound was joyn- 
ed, and the Part loaded with Aftringents, which 
were made faft with Compreffes and Bandage. 
In the mean time the Blood continu’d to min 
trom the Vein, and to diffule it felf between the 
Mutcles of the Breaft. Two or three Days 
paft before the firft Dreffings were taken off 5 
and then the Thorax was found to be gangren’d. 
The wounded Perfon dy’d in a little time af- 
ter. 

The Caufe of this Gangrene can’t reafonably 
be afcrib’d to any thing elfe but the retaining 
of the Blood and Matter, which finding no Out-- 
ict,prefs'd together, by reafon of their bulk, the 
Veffels and the Nerves, and hindred the Circu- - 
lation of the Blood, and Courle of the Spirits 
and other Liquors, fo that the Blood became 
quickly corrupted, and caus’d all thefe Difor- 
ders. Thefe fame Accidents may be occafion’d 
by Matter, fhut up in the.Cavity of Wounds by 
Tents ftopping their Orifice ; elpecially if that 
Matter is confiderable for its Quantity, and ve- 
ry much crowded. 7 

When in my younger Days I frequented Hot 
pitals, and praétis’d with very able Surgeons, 
[ have feen at time of dreffing,the Tents for the 
moft part expell’d from the Wounds, in fpite 
of the Bolfters and Bandage: JNature then 
clearly fignifying her Intention. Neverthelef - 

ae 7 e. 3 they: 
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‘they continued ftill to ule them, forcibly thruft- 
‘ing them again into the Wounds, tho not with- \ 
out much Pain. What a ftrange Method is 
this ? How is it pofible for a Wound to clofe 
up, fo long as a forreign Body is entertain’d 
within it? Ifa Pea, or a litttle Ball, be kept 
in an Iffue, tho’ for ten Years, it will ‘ftill re- 
main open: but if you take it out but for one 
half Day, you fhall find it intirely fill'd up. 
A Tent does the fame to a Wound, that the 
Ball does to an Ifue: and Féftula’s that trouble 
fo many People all their Life, are the Effeét of 
‘Tents that have been inconfideratly usd, in the 
‘Cure of their Wounds. The Humours take 
their Courfe through thele Places which they 
find open ; this becomes firft habitual, and thea 
natural and neceflary, and thereby the Flefh 
ig hardened and becomes callous. Thele Im- 
purities which Nature fometimes evacuates by 
ways furprizing to us, being, detaind in one 
Place, became a Bag of Mattet 5 and that fame 
Nature, unwilling that any thing fuperfluous 
and unprofitable fhould. remain with her, bya 
peculiar Sagacity, makes a Vertue of Necefli- 
ty, and ufes thefe Paffages fhe finds open, to’ 
cree herfelf from the Excrements and Humours | 
that difturb her; but at the fame time a part. 
of the * Radical Balfam, which is the: 
* Baume Life and fupport of the Parts, pale. 
radical {es out alfo by the fame ways. 


J) 


re The Hofpital-Surgeon. 29 


Y know not to what I can better compare 
fheie Openings in the Body,through which Hus 
mors take their Courfesthan td thefe of Trees, 
whether made by Nature herfelf, or. the afhift- 
ing hand of Man, by which the Sap that nou- 
rifhes both its Trunk and the other_parts patles 
out.. The difference only lies here, that thefe- 
help to encreafe and preferve the Trees, but 
thofe to deftroy.and weaken the Body. 

For certain it is that Fiftula’s confiderably 
impair the Parts, never leave thofe that have 
them in an intire State of Health, and fhorten 
their Days, whatever any may alledge to the 
contrary. But that which furprifes me moft is. 
to find the affliéted Perfons, fupport the Incon- 
veniencies they fuffer with a kind of Satisfaétion, 
fancying that if in time they fhould permit. 
their Sores to clofe up, then Death would un-- 
doubted|y foon after follow. 

_ Wherefore when there is nothing to hinder 
the filling up of a Wound,, Art hath nothing, 
elfe to do but to obferve Nature’s Proceedings,, 
Which fometimes.exceeds in the breeding of 
Flefh,in foft Parts ;.and fometimes in generating 
the Callus in hard Parts : But ’tis obfervable 
that in curing Wounds, fhe proves oftner fu- 
perfluous than deficient. hus it appears, 
that Tents ought not to be us’d in Wounds,. 
feeing Nature very frequently throws ’em 
out ; becaufe fhe can’t bear the prefence of. 
what is forreign.. Don’t we fee, that {0 foon as 
3. fhe 
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fie is oppreft with any thing hurtful, all her 
Endeavours are us’d to get rid of it? She has a 
thoufand means unknown to us, and often takes 
fuch fecret and fingular ways as are hidden~ 
from the moft Curious Anatomifts. That young 
Man, under the Care of Fernelius, who had 
{wallowed an Ear of Grafs, that came out fome 
time after by a little Abfcefs between two of. 
his Ribs, is a fuficient Demonftration of this. 
~ Truth. <Ambrofus Pareus alfo relates that he 
took from the Groin of a Woman, a Needle 
that had entered at the Hip of the fame fide. 
In fine,the confideration of the furprizing Ways 
whereby thefe extraneous things were caft out 
of the Body, obliges us to conclude, that Na- 
ture is very wife, and can’t endure the leaf 
thing that is hurtful or difquieting. A little 
Duit in the Eye difturbs all her Oeconomy,. 
and no reftis to be expeéted till itis out. A 
fmall Crum of Bread that goes not the right» 
Way, but is by fome motion, or the agitation 
of a little Air thrown into the Wind-pipe, does 
it not endanger Suffocation ? What endeavours. 
are made to caft it out ? The Air breaks forth 
With Violence from the Lungs, the whole Bo- 
dy is fhaken, all its Parts are in motion, the 
Face is inflam’d, the Eyes run with Tears, Con- 
yulfions follow, and this admirable Mafter- - 
Piece of Nature, is all in. trouble and Difor- 
der, and all this for a thing in appearance moft 
inconfiderable. A Stone or a little Sand in the 
| Reins 


The Hofpital-Surgeon. 38 
Reins, Ureters, Bladder or Urethra will fcarce 
permit a moments reft for the violent Pain: 
And indeed our Life may be called an Image 
‘of Death, fo long asa Stone is lodg’d in any 
ef thefe Parts :. fo true-is it that Nature abhors 
what difturbs her. 

Now ’tis to be obferv’d,that according to our 
Method, the Dilaters and Tents with which the: 
Wound was filled hitherto, muft be taken cut, © 
fo foon as the Bleeding is ftop’d; and that the 
fureft way is for the Surgeon, altogether hence 
forth to leave off fuch dangerous Means: be- 
caufe their ufe may irritate, and at the fame 
time by touching the Veffels, may epen them 
and renew the Bleeding, which by protraéting, 
the Cure, occafions new troubles to the Woun- 
ded, as I have often feen.. 

Fabricius ab Aquapendente, Part ¥. Book 1. 
Chap. 2. {peaking of tranfverfe Wounds of the. 
Forehead, advifes to apply long and flender 
Compreffes wet with the White of an Egg, 
one on each fide of the Wound, and to prefs 
them together, fo that the Lips may touch 
without ftitching, efpecially if we would avoid 
the Deformity of a Scar. Now I know* no: 
Reafon, why the fame Method mayn’t be put 
in praétice, in Wounds of other Parts of the 
Body, made by cutting Inftruments :. Nor do. 
I underftand why fach fhould be dilated, feeing 
they require only Re-union. For my own part,. 
I have pra@tis'd this way in many Places, and 

(4 on 


eo) ie Holpital-Surgeon, 


on different parts of the Body with the defired 
Succefs., . 

Thefe who are unprejudicated, or will. re- 
fle& but a littl on the common Method, 
will be convinced that I don’t without Caufe 
reject it. °Tis eafie enough to apprehend the 
Caufe of the perpetual Pains fuffered by thofe 
miferable Perfons, whofe Wounds are fill’d 
with Tents and Doffils: For having thruft in- 
to the Sore Lint twifted, hard and uneven, and | 
apply’d thereon Plaifters and Bolfters, all is 
made faft with a Bandage that paffes fevera] 
times dbout the Part: Now tho’ this may feem 
not to be very ftrait 5 yet it is ever tight e- 
nough, to prefs upon the Tent, and caufe it to 
touch every where upon tively and fenfible — 
Parts. For the inward Parts of our Body 
are indeed very fenfible, and unaccuftomed to 
‘the Touch of any extraneous thing; fo that 
the Wounded can’t move in the leaft, without 
great Pain ; -+his wounded Members,are utterly 
difabled, and by a kind of Neceflity ‘he is con- 
‘fin’d to his Bed as a lame and impotent Para- 
litick,-and always in one Pofture, which is no™ 
lef, if not more pernicious than the Wound 
it felf; -efpecially inHofpitals, where the Beds 
not being fuch as. are requifite for the Eafe 
and Comfort of the Sick, caufe almoft univer- 
fal Excoriations, and oftentimes Mortifications 
and Gangrenes. This is what I have many 


times feen 5 and frequently through the Fauls. 
of 
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of thofe who follow the ordinary Method of 
Drefiing.. 

Not that other Parts of our Body are difti-- 
tute of Senfe, any more than thefe I juft now 
fpoke of; thofe that are fo charitable as to vifit 
Hofpitals, will atteft this: nothing is there to 
be heard at the Hours of Dreffing, but Cries 
and Howlings. But we can’t enough recom-- 
mend to Surgeons on this Occation, to wfe their 
Patients in the moft gentle manner pofhble >. 
For it muft be own’d that there are fome a- 
mong them, that would think they had not ac- 
quitted themfelves as they ought, unlefs they 
made thofe under their hands, to roar out for.” 
fome confiderable Time; which makes many to - 
think that Surgery and Cruelty are unfepara-.- 
ble. . 


(2 BE Fee VU. 


The Reafons of the Authors Prathce, with - 
the Motives that inducd him. thereto... 


*Rom what I have already faid, I know 1 
fhall be accus’d as if F only writ to find 
fault with the Methods now in ufe. Neverthe- - 

lefs I am not affraid to avow, that I am in- 
fpir’d with a much Nobler Defign: I take no 

pleafure to trample upon the Monuments of the 
: C. 5 is Deady * 
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Dead, or to carp at the Living; ’tis Confcience 
alone that obliges me to maintain what I have 
advane’d for the Good of the Publick. -But as 
it will be an hard task to perfwade fome People 
of what is contrary to thefe Maxims they have 
fuck’d in as it were with their Milk, it will be 
convenient to propofe Examples of what ought 


to be followed, and to point forth what is to be 


fhun’d. For in fine, *tis here as in Religions, » 
every one thinks his own Method the beft. | 
Among the great number of thofe, who at 
this Day prattice Surgery, there are very few 
whofe Methods agree. Sume, without depart- 
ing an hair’s breadth from the Opinion of the 
Ancients, blindly follow their Diétates; and it 
is enough that any thing has been advanc’d by 
fuch or fuch an Author, to make it pafs into 
an unviolable Law. Others more aétive and 
Ingenious, not regarding the received Cuftom, . 
_beftow liberal Jeers upon whatever is not the | 
Produét of their own Brain, and treading Anti- 
quity under foot, are every day making new 
Syftems of Surgery. I know not with which 
party I fhall be ranged: But I have done my 
beft to accommodat,what the Ancients have de- 
_ jivered, to the Opinion of the Moderns, and 
Circulation of the Blood; imitating in this the 
Bees that gather from every Flower, what is 
fic for making Honey : And if Experience may 
have any Sway, my Praétice ought to obtain, 
as being confir’m’d by it. 
: TN - < Thele 
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Thefe who extol the Cures they have dene, 
have alfo Reafon to fupport their Practice 3: 
which becaufe of the Progrefs it has made, 
paffles even at this Day for the beft, and moft | 
fecure, in many Places. This Error hath ta- 
ken fo deep Root, and gain’d fo many Follow-- 
ers, that notwithftanding all my Experiences, I 
doubt not but many will ftand out again my 
Method, reject my feeble Reafoning, and treat — 
me asa Violater of Cuftom and received Max- — 
ims, and a rafh and inconfiderate Innovator. 
For with them it is a general Rule, That a 
deep Wound ought to be kept long open, in 
erder toa perfect Cure. Yea, the Sick them~- 
felves being prepoflef’din favour of this falle 
Opinion, believe that the Accidents which 
happen fome Months, yea fome Years after 
they have been cur’d, proceed from the too 
{peedy clofing up of the Wound, alledging the 
Wolf was fhut up in the Sheepfold. As for 
my felf, I am perfwaded, and am able to 
maintain it,. that almoft all fuch Accidents are 
caus’d by keeping the Wound too long open,- 
whereby the parts being much weakened, are 
hard to be reftored to their firft State, fo that 
the left motion,.or Excefs, renews the Sore, 
and brings back the Symptoms... 

Asfor Wounds of the Head,-where the Scull: 
is laid bare, Exfoliation infallibly infies, if they 
are long kept open: If the Cranium is broken, - 
~ the alteration, and the Accidents, are yet more 
con 
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confiderable, and caufe often a Weakne(s, a 
depravation of Senfe, Giddinefs, Head-ach, 
and other like Diftempers, and fometimes a — 
corruption of the Membranes and of the Brain. 
_ [tis moft certain that a Wound cannot be 
kept long open, but a great Suppuration fhall 
follow; and then, in fpite of all precaution, 


‘the Matter that is every where diffus’d, will 
glide along, and reft upon the Bone; and the - 


moft fubtle Parts, as Galen fays, paffing into 
the Capacity of the Scull by the Fraéture, will 
fall upon the Membranes; from whence it can’t 
be got out, but by the Operation of the Tre- 
pan; and if negleéted, will bring on Mortal 
_ Symptoms. 
Wounds of the Thorax or Breaft may be 
~ elos’d up without Danger, as will be more 
largely made out by Experience, in fome Pla- 
ces of the fecond Part of this Work. For thofe 
which continue to fuppurate for a long time, 
do infallibly bring on the Tiffick, Afthma’s, the 
Cough, fhortnefs of Breath, and incurable 
F, Mule es 

Tents cannot be Kept} in Wounds of the low er 

Belly, becaufe of the perpetual Motion of the 

' Guts; and confequently fuch are fecure from 
tne Pains and Infirmities that follow upon their 
Ufe. 

Wounds of the Reins, of the Emulgent Vans. 
and of the Ureters, if not fpeedily united, leave 
behind themincurable Fiftula’s, with a running 

of 
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of Urine at the Wound. The fame falls out in’ 
thofe of the Bladder. . 

In thefe of the Joynts, if Tents be us’d, the 
Cure is very tedious, difficult and dangerous 3 
for commonly there follows upon them an Alte- | 
ration of the Tendons, of the Nerves, ana of 

all the Part; fometimes a fhortening or length 

ening of the Member, with lofs of the nutri- 
cious Juice, and a Weaknefs that endures for 
Life. 

Wounds of the Extremities caufe an intire 
diffolution of the Nerves, ana often the lofs of 
the Members ; thofe of the Bones, Rottennefs: 
Thofe of the Flefh moreover, bejides a great 
deal of time {pent im vain, occafion muclrPain, 
. Vexation, and Charges. 

-T have feen Wounds of all thefe forts ; fome 
of them J have had drefs’d with Tents, where 
7 powerful Digeftives were usd to procure 
great Suppurations. JT have met with others, 
that were followed by all fuch Accidents. But 
this I have ever obferv’d, that thefe which were 
handled according to my Method, were pre- 
ferv’d from all thefe troublefome Symptoms. 

_ °Jis known to every one, that in Wounds 

made by cutting Inftruments, Union is imme- 

diatly to be endeavour’d. In order to this de- 

fign therefore we ought not to fill fuch Wounds 

with Lint, as we have formerly faid, feeing this 
dire&tly thwarts it. It is alfo very hurtful to 
| ule 
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ufe Digeftives, becaufe diferdering the Con- 
texture ofits parts, they corrupt the Blood. 

The fall of the Efcar in Gunfhot Wounds 
cannot be prevented, whatever Diligence be 
-as’d 3 wherefore Suppuratives are here of no 
Ule, feeing Nature can do that Work without 
their Affiftance, which only weaken and deftroy 
the temperament of the Parts to which they are — 
apply’d. . Large Suppurations therefore are not 
neceflary in the curing of Wounds. 

For in fine, I can’t difeover any Reafon,. 
why it fhould be Judg’d requifite that a Wound 
fhould fuppurat a long time, in order to be 
brought to a compleat Cure. And furely be- 
fore we abandon our felves to fuch a dangerous. 
Pradtice, it is neceffary firft to underitand what 
_ Pus or Matter is, whence it comes, and what 
is the neceffity of it.” | 

We may obferve then, that Master is nothing. 
elfe- but the Blood of ulcerated Parts, difcharg’d 
into the Wound. from the Orifices of Arteries 
that are cut or torn ; and this is mix’d with the: 
Nutricious Juice, brought to the Parts for their 
Suftenance ; whereby they are rendred lame as. 
it were and ulelef& If by the Compretfion ot 
Tents or Dilaters, the Blood be {queez’d out of 
the Veffels, it may fill the Capacity of the 
Wound, whereas otherwife it would have held’ 
on its ordinary Courfee We are not then to — 
be furpriz’d if the Blood and the Nutricious Juice, 


- are fuddenly turn’d.into Matter, feeing they — 
are:% 
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are out of their natural Place. For even as a 
fmall Rivulet may make a great Lake, if its 
‘Waters are kept in witha Dam: Just fo the 
little Pipes that are laidopenin a Wouud, tho’ 
but fmall, in comparifon with the largenefs of 
its Cavity, being prefs'd, as has been faid, by 
a Tent, which divides °em more, and hinders 
their Reunion, continually pour forth fach Li- 
quors as they contain; and the Tent ferving for 
a Bank, a Lake is form’d in the Cavity of the 
Wound. We ought not therefore to wonder, 
if Plentiful Suppurations continue, fo long as 
this Method is followed 3 and it is an undoubted. 
Error to account fuch Evacuations profitable. 
~ Etmullerus in his Medicinal Surgery 1s of Opi- 
nion, that a Wound would clofe up of it felf, if 
it was not hindered: he fays, we ought to en- 
deavour to prevent the marring, and putrify- 
ing of the Natural Balfam of the wounded Part, 
and to ufe Balfamicks, according to the Princi- 
ples of Helmont, to hinder it from degenerating 
into a hurtful Acid, and to preferve it from cor- 
rupting. . , 
In fine, he finds Fault with the Surgeons for 
ufing firft Suppuratives, then Digeftives, and after 
Mundificatives , Sarcoticks, and Glutinatives, as 
they term them: That Way, adds he, is too te- 
dious, delays the Cure, caufes Inflammation of the 
Part 5 alters the Nutricious Juice,and often turns 
the Wound into a fordid Ulcer. 


Ie 
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It is apparent by this Authority, that One Re-. 
medy skilfully manag’d, is fufficient to anfwer all 
the Intentions propofed in the Cure of Wounds $ 
that great Suppurations are hurtful 3 and that 
it is for the great Advantage of the wound- 
ed, to reject the bulky Rubbifh of imprcfitable 

Druggs. 
> As for fuch Divifions in the Body, where ma- 
ny fmall VeflefS are quite cut afunder, if the 
Lips of the Wound are brought together, they. 
will unite of themfelves ; ; and this according to 
the Opinion .of many Authors, vouched alfo by. 
Experience, providing nothing Extraneous go. 
between. 

Now touching Gun-fhot Wounds, that are fo. 
common in the Hofpitals of the Army, I am 
_ bold to affirm, that my Practice has given me. 
more Infight into their Nature, than all the - 
Authors that ever wrote on the Subje€t. But 
not to enter upon a Debate concerning Bullets, . 
it is‘evident that the Eife@t they produce in the 
Body, do fomething refemble Cauterizing 5 yet 
tho’ fometimes I ufe this‘Word, I can {carcely 
believe that they really cauterize; but being. 
round, folid, and compact Bodies, they canfe 
€ontutfion ; they tear and bruife whatever js in. 
their Way, and occafion’a: Heavine& in the 
wounded Part. — 

It is certain that the Bullet very often ftops 
the Bleeding of the Wound, whether by the 
- Diforder it caufes in the Parts through which it 
aes patles 
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pales, or by cauterizing with its touch the Ar- 
teries and Veins: But be it how it will, the, 
Courfe of the Blood is ftopt, and the Paffage 
between the Arteries and. Veins is intercepted, 
fo far as the Wound.and Contufion reach. The, 
Heart, according to the Law of Circulation, 
{qucezes the Blood it has receiv’d into the 4or- 
ta, from whence pafling into all the other Ar- 
teries, its Courfe is ftopt at the Wound, where 
it can’t as formerly be receiv’d by the Veins, 
and finding no free paflage, it extends the con- 
taining Veffels, and forcing its Way, diffules. 
jt felf according to its own Quantity, and the 
Space it finds: Hence proceeds the Hard-. 
nefs, Swelling, and Inflammation, fo ordinary 
in Gun-fbot Wounds. If the Blood be there cor- 
rupted, cr fpoilt. by fome Malignant Acid, the 
Symptoms become yet more troublefome. and 
obftinate 3. and after the Fall of the Efcar, Ab- 
{ceffes, or large and grievous Suppurations en- 
fue. 

A fimple Convulfion only, for like Reafons, 1S. 
capable to produce the fame Accidents ; which’ 
being nothing, but a difordering of the Fibers 
and little Pipes, that changes the Regularity 
and Situation of the Pores, the Circulation is 
rendred uneafy, and the Part choak’d up. 
From hence comes the DulnefS, and Abfence. 
of the Spirits, which if not fpeedily recall'd, 
can’t but be attended with grievous Confequen- 
GES. 
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I fhall {peak a word or two of the Cure of a 
Contufion, in the lait Part of this Book: Here 
I fhall only fhew, that Tents are very deftru- 
étive to Gunfhot Wounds, in regard they hin-~ 
der. the Fall of the Efcar, and coming away of 
whatever is bruis’d, which ordinarly is confum’d 
by Suppuration, A Tent aétually hinders the 
paffing out of that Mater, and retains it in the 
Wound, where it caufes all thefe Mifchiefs of 
which.we have fpoken. Jt may alfo, afcer the 
Efcar is remov’d, renew the Bleeding 5 brutfing 
_ by its rubs, and bringing to Suppuration, the 
young Flefh, bred upon the Orifices of the 
wounded Veffels, while the Efcar was a fepa- 
rating. 

The multitude of thofe that are to ‘ feen 
maimed, and with wooden Legs, and Fiftula’s, 
ean witnefS to their Sorrow the Pernicious Ef-_ 
feéts of Teuts: yea how many are there, who 
by the Lof of their Lives, fhew their fatal Con- 
fequences ? Cow'd they have ipokea from the 
Grave, they woud have faid more than I can 
‘on this mournful Subject, and the deftruétive 
Cuftom had foon been fuppreft. MNeverthelefs 
the Pains fuffer’d by thefe unfortunate Perfons, 
their Complaints and Cries, have not yet been 
able to caufe a Method, eftablifh’d and autho- 
riz'd by Antiquity, to be laid atide :. neither has 
the ill Succefs of fo many Cures in vain attempt- 
ed, been hitherto capable to undeceive thofe 
who have practis’d Sargery, 

; How 
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However, I thought my felf oblig’d to com- 
municate to the Publick, what I knew upon this. 
Subje@ ; that I might, 1f poffible, procure for af- 
fliéted Patients, a Gentle, Speedy, and Eafie Me- 
thod, for the Comfort and Incouragement of 
fach as fo generoufly expofe their Life for the 
Glory of their Prince, and the Good of their: 
Country. 3 

All my Praéiceis levell’’d at thefe Ends, as 
may be feen by the Sequel. I abftain from ufing 
Tents and Dilaters, as much as I can, and as the 
Cafe will bear: I occafion little or no Pain, 
fave at the firft Dreffing ; and then I always 
widen the Wound, efpecially if it is a Gun-fhot 
One, and do my beft to draw out the Extranee. 
ous Bodies: Now on this occaficn I have threé 
things further to recommend, which are to drefs. 
Gently, Speedily, and Seldom. 

There is a Way of Dreffing Wounds made 
with Iron Inftruments, ufual among the Soldi- 
ers, call’d the Secret Dreffing, wherein they care- 
fully fuck the Orifice of the Wound, in order to 
draw out the Blood therein contain’d 3 then 
they take Samaritan Balfam, or Oyle and. Wine 
mix’d without Boiling, and fometimes either 
of them alone, which they fquirt into the 
Wound from their Mouth, and without any o- 
their Dreffings, cover, and bindit up, mutter- 


ing fome Words between their Teeth, to make 


the Method appear myfterous , which, caufes 
many People to think it magical.. 
But 
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But thefe Words are ineffeétual, and their 
Vertue i imaginary, ferving only to palliate and 
authorize the Ignorance ee fuch People,-who, 
know not what they do ; and to deceive the Iin-- 
agination of the wounded. Thefe Cures tho” 
accounted. miraculous, have nothing in them. 
fupernatural, and may be perfornrd without in- 
voking the Affiftanceof Demons. “Tisknownto. - 
every one, that Blood whenit is out of the Vet - 
fels, coagulates, and corrupts in the Wound, 
if it make any Stay there: and that by Suck- 
ing, out the extravafated Blood,. Suppuration is 
prevented, and alfo that is remov’d, which. 
might hinder the Reunion. 


CH AP. IX. 


That itis neceffary to Drefs Hy "ounds 
Gently. 


Entlenefs is one of thefé things, that are in-. 

_difpenfibly requir’d in curing of. Wounds. 
This Circumftance is fo necetary” that without 
it other things have feldom the defir’d Succefs 3 
— yea fo munch ; am ¥ pofféfs’d in Favour of this 
Opinion, that when I fee fome that are rigo-. 
roufly handled, I off “‘peadmire how they ever 
come to be curds Botti indeed they never.are, 
Fea without 
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*without a: great many Accidents, that fall out 
in the. Progrefs of the Cure. 

Tis ar dHary for a wounded. Perfon to be 
feized with a Fever, which being fymptomatick, 
muft be a qonlenncnce ofthe Pain. The Infam- 
mation that brings along with it fuch a nume- 

_ rous T rain of troublefom Accidents, -is often 
-eccafion’d by an Irritation of the fenfible Parts. 
Want of Sleep proceeds ordinarily from nothing 
elfe, but the Pain that is either over all the © 
Body, or inone Partonly. Now if by Dreffing 
gently, thefe three Accidents are avoided, we 
“may quickly hope to fee a perfeét Cure. 

Tents, Dilaters, and Setons, as hath been al- 
ready fufficiently obferv’d, are the principal 
‘Caufe of the Paim that the poor Wounded en- 
‘dure, and the Occafion of fo many hurtful Ac- 
-Cidents ; their remaining in Wounds being in- 
fallibly attended with Hoe defttu@tiive Confe- 
quences. Ifthen we lay them afide, we may 
‘prevent the Pain, and what follows upon it; 
and fo having the Command of whatever may 
give us trouble in Dreffing, we fay manage the 
Cure as we pleafe. 

Finally we ought to endeavour with all Care, 
to remove fo foon as pofhible, what might caufe 
Pain, and by Evacuations. and Diverfi ions wifely 
to withdraw what wou'd foment it: but if it 


hath already affaulted, we muft apply what is 2 


moft proper to eafe, and overcome it: for in 


& 


~“46- The Hofpital-Surgeon. 
a Word, Pain is a very formidable Enemy in the 
wares of any Difeafe wherct : 


CHAT. xX, 


: Tha it is neceffary to DrefS Wounds fpee- 
* dily i order to prevent tbe Seance of 
the Ait. | 


“7 N this Chapter I endéavour to fhew, that 
the DrefJmg of Wounds ought to be per- 
form’d fpeedily, becaufe Experience hath taught . 
me, that the Air is a mighty Hindrance of their _ 
Cure: And this is one of the chief Reafons 
‘that oblig’d me to follow this Method : For 
tho fome Pain in Dreiling is inevitable, yet 
by this means it lafts for fo fhorta time, that 
the Wounded fcarce perceive it. The 47r has 
not time enough to exert its Influcnce upon 
the Flefh deftitute of its Coverings; and the 
“nitrous Parts, with which it is thought to a- 
bound, can’t pafs to the Bottom of the Wound: 
for Lam of Opinion, it is the nitrous, clammy, 
and as fome think, arfenical Qualities or Par- 
ticles of the Air, that deftroy the due Tempe- 
rament of the Parts, when depriv’d of their 
natural Cover, and that confumes, or at leaft 
alters the Natural Balfam or Nutricious Juice, 
which is as the Cement that unites the divided 
Parts. All 
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All the Ancients and the Moderns allo are in 
this agreed, that the Air is an Enemy to 
Wounds: And E xperience attefts, that even 
“the moft pure and fubtil, is ever attended with 
acertain fharp and clammy Acidity, that fticks 
to Iron and Stee] and makes them ruft. 

Tis the fame Air that alfo occafions fo ma- 
ny Diforders; that alters and corrupts the 
Bones, hurts the Nerves, and deftroys the Ten- 
dons, corrodes the Flef», and utterly marrs the 

Temper of the Parts; wafting the Spirits that 
preferve the Radical Moifture, which with @ lit- 
tle Help, and often times aloft without any, 
unites broken Bones by a Callus, fills up Wounds 
with Flefh, cleanfes Ulcers, and brings them to 
a Scar. 

Hippocrates, Seet. 5. Aphor. 20. fays, that 
the Cold is offenfive to ulcerated Parts 3 that 
it hardens the Skin, caufes Pain and. Hardnefs, 
occafions Lividity, Shiverings, Fevers and Con- 
vulfions. 

By the Cold here is to be underftood the Air, 
- by means of which Diforders are excited inus 5 
it is corrofive, and therefore exafperates the 
fenfible Parts 3 it hardens the Skin, thereby 
hindering the Tranfpiration of the Vapours , 
which being retain’d caufe Pain, Hardnefs, and 
Fluxion, and thefe produce Shiverings and Fe- 
vers; and oftentimes are followed by Lividity, 
Conyulfion, and a Gangreen. 
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<The AccefS of the Cold Air'is-indeed one of 
the Caufes of the Pain, which is fo common in 
Wounds remaining too long uncovered, becaule 
it coagulates the Humours, and ‘caufes the — 
_ Blood in the {mall Veffels to become more 
_fharp, and fo to ferment and corrupt. 
A little Experience is fuificient to make one 
agree to thefe Reafons< We ought to fecond 
the Defigns of Nature, that are ever aim’dat | 
‘the prefervation of what is moft precious, fuch 
‘as the Spirits : Now we may be affured, that 
when a Wound is left uncover’d, or often o- 
_ ‘pened, there is occafioned:a confiderable Lofs 
- ‘of thefe fame Spirits, whereby the Part is fo 
weakened, that being unable to make the right _ 
Ulfe of the Nourifhment fent, for its Mainte- 
mance, it is all chang’d unto Matter and Ex- 
_ crements.~ 3 
That Cold is hurtful to Wounds, no Body 
doubts: All are likewife agreed, that the Ait 
is at alltimes colder than the inward Parts of 
our Body. Now if the Touching of the Air 
‘only ‘rots tlie Bones ; if it aét with fuch Force’ 
and Violence on Bodies fo folid as they are 5 
it will undoubtedly be yet more deftru€ive to 
the Nerves and nervous Parts, that are fo ten- 
iter ; as alfo to the Tendons, to the Flefh, and 
to all Parts in general, to which It has Ac- 
ces. 
The Air moreover produces many other Ac- 
cidentsin Wounds: for as has been faid, the » 
Spirits 
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Spirits are diffipated by the long. and frequent 
Attacks of the Air), whereby its acid: Parts 
being at liberty, and, not intangled; eafily. ftick 
to the Elefh,and. ether uncovered Parts, which 
they corrode and tear with their Points ; hence 
proceed pricking Pains, whofe Caufe often ma- 
ny ‘are at a lo{s to conjedture. Sibda soe: 
That fame Acidity of the, Air, coagulates the 
Blood in the Mouths of the Arteries, that open 
-unto,the Wound ; hinders its-Courfe, and makes 
it to {well up the Veffels, and very often alfo 
to difcharge it felf on the Part : Hence are Tu- 
mors, Fluxions, Hardnefs, and if it Ferment, 
Jarge Abfcefles ; For Fermentation here js on- 
ly the changing. of Blood unto Matter ; now the 
Blood having neither the fame Situation nor 
Motion as formerly,, and its parts: being dif 
joynd, eafily corrupts and Ferments in a. little 
time: unlef§ we believe that the Air cart con- 
geal the Blood in the Veffels, which yet is. be- 
youd, Controverfie. 7 fami 
Se That the-Air is very. plerging, appears from 
Chilblains,,and Kibes in the Heels, ‘Where it: has 


the Force, to congeal. the Blood iin the. Veins, 
and capillary Arteries of the. Part aftifed. .]f 
then it has fuch Influence on Parts cloathed 
with .the .common Teguments ;. what will it 
have-on fuch as want ’enr? In fine, if it is able 
£0) dgagulate.the Blood in the Veflels where it 
may treely circulate; much more may, be fear’d 
from its Acidity in Wounds, where the Courfe 
I DO Gt 
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“of the Blood'being in a nianner interrupted, the 
wounded Part reéeives but little Aid from 


the natural Heat, and the Spirits 5 and the 
Blood it felf, that precious Balfam-of Nature, 


‘being unmovd, andnot receiving frefh and vi- 
-gorous Supplies ‘from the Heart, is corrupted, 


as was faid formerly, and turn’d unto Mat- 


er. and indeed if we prefs the Places about-the 


Wound, we fhall perceive a certain clammy 
Matter to come out as from fo many little pipes, 
4which often alfo'is corrupt and ftinking. 
Now if Nature, whichis every way admirable 
and always induftrious in preferving, don’t in 
¥ach a Cafe exert her utmoft Eficacy, the Part 


~ smuft be mortified, ‘in fpizht of all the Efforts of 


the inconfidérat Surgeon: aad then if Has a 
Member that may be cut off, thé next thing is to 


deliberate whether this ought, or may ‘be done 


without danger. Sometimes ‘tis doubted -whe- 
ther ‘the wounded Perfon can bear up under 
the Rigour of fo painful an Operation, conti- 
dering his’ ill Temperament and Difpofition of 
Body, which only are accus’d, as the Cafe 
of ‘all thefe ‘Accidents ; for the’ Wound of ‘it 
“elf was inconfiderable, and might have been 
foon cur’d, ina Perfon of a-ftronger and better 
Conftitution : or otherwiféthe blame is laid 
upon fome venereal Venom, Vice of the Parent, 
Diforder, &c. In fine, the Patient and his. 
Temperament , are always found guilty, and. 
fall as Vitims to Ignorance. nD 
| : 7 I 
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{ have been in many Places my {elf, where 
fuch things have happen’d, and where neithet 
- the Perfons wounded, nor the Surgeons under- | 
ftood the true Caule of the fupervening Acci- 
dents, It is however very requifite in this to 
employ all our Care; cheifly in Hofpitals of © 
the Army, where feldom are to be found, all ’ 
thefe Conveniencies that were to be wifh’d,for 
corretting the Cold and the ill Quality of the 
Air, which frequently is infeéted, and corrupt- 
ed. “Tis in fuch Places where we ought to 
hinder it with all our Power to pafé unto the 
inward Parts of our Body, or to get accefs to 
thofe that are deftitute of their Coverings, left 
at the fame time it impart to them its deftru- 

étive Impreffions. 
It may poflibly. be objeéted to Me, that if 
that acid and nitrous Quality of the Air, can 
produce fuch Disorders in Wounds; we ought 
much more to be incommoded, by the frequent 
and neceflary Ule thereof in Refpiration. Burt 
“tis. anfwerd, that the Wind-pipe and Lungs: pu- 
aify the Air, which isin a manner filtrated and 
prepard by them, and:fo becomes Friendly to 
‘Nature, that only ufes the pureft Parts, dri- 
“ving out by Expiration, ‘together with the hot 
‘Vapours or Exhalations of the Breaft , that 
swhich is ufelef§ and hurtful. But-it is not {fo 
-¥n Wounds, that have no Spring. Tis ‘only 
the Lungs that are fitted, and appointed for 
receiving the Air; they alone perform the Of- 
ah 2 fice 
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fice of Bellows to*prepare, purify , or to expell 
it according to the neceffity:of ot Machine. 
Befides it: may bé faid,that whem the Air en- 
ters unto places that are covered, and furnifh- 
ed with Membranes, its Acid Parts ‘flide upon 


“them, and take no hold; but if there chance to 


be Ulcersin the Lungs, the Air will then caule © 
confiderable Diforders ; and the Cough which 
afflids fuch kind of Patients, proceeds undoubt- 
edly. from nothing elfe; but the Irritation oc- 
cafion’d by the Air, in parts deprivd-of their 
Covering: . 

Moreover it muft not be dented, that the 
Air abounds with very -fubtiland piercing Parts, 


-hecaule it will pa through the Ska7fe-Skin, 


the Skin, and other Teguments. ‘There are 


smany Examples which fhew, that Perfons have 


fubfifted by -means of the Air pafling through the — 
Pores of the Sti,’ when Refpiration was: alto- ’ 
ther Suppreft, whether by Suffocation, or o- 
ther fach like Accidents: Some’have alfo been 
taken down .from the Gallows, who::were 
thought to have been.a pretty while Dead, anc 
yetwith a little help have recovered : whence — 
it is eafy to infer, that Nature had found the — 
means, to. furnifh the Heart and Lungs with — 
a fuficient quantity of Air, to refrefh them du- 


ring that :Interval, by the Pores3 feeing it 


could not paisby the way of. the Wind-pipe.- 

A like Confequence may be drawn from thofe 

that ly in a Lethargy. , | ) 
We 
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We may therefore reafonably ‘infer: that if 
the Air is fo tubtil~as to’ pierce; ‘and pafs 
through Membranes. fo clofé »and comBaét 3 it 

- eught much more to penetrate confiderably be= 
yond the Extent and Cavity of a Wound, 
Where there is nothing to purify or fubtilife 
it; as there is, when paffing thro’ the Pores of 
the Skia, it fupplies the Place of Refpira- 
tion: for fince here the Skarf-Skin keeps 
back the more grofs, earthy, and clammy: 
Parts of the Air; we have Reafon to think that 
it ought not to produce any ill Effeéts, in the 
Places to which itcomes. It were to be wifh’d 
that Wounds were cover’d with fomething at 
_the times of Dreffing,which might perform the 
Office of the Skarf-Skin, andexclude the Acid 
and vifcous Particles of the Air, together with 
other noxious Effluvia with which it js filPd.. 
For if thefe Exhalations floating in the Air are 
the Original of fo many Difeafes, as fome mo- 
dern Philofophers affirm 5 why mayn’t they oc- 
calion very dangerous Symptoms, when they 
take hold of, and cleave to live and fenfible 
Barts ° Now feeing thefe Forreign Particles are 
capable of alterations no lefs than the “Air it 
felf, we may be affured that the ill Qualities. 
Which this has contracted in Hofpitals. by the 
Breath and Tranfpiration of the Sick, are alfo: 
communicated to thofe; feeing fach Atoms 
“have a Subitance, anda certain: Form: 
Thete Carbuncles that’ are fo frequent in 
Dy 3 Hofpitals 
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Hofpitals of the Army, are a fufficient Proof 
of what I fay. They are occafion’d, as fome 
think, *by the avfenical Particles in the Air, 
which being taken in by Refpiration, are 
thrown out by the ftrength of the natural Heat 
upon fome Emunitory. Now feeing this falls out 
much oftener in Hofpitals than elfewhere; we 
-may infer, that the Air alfo is here much more 
replenifh’d with thefe fubtil and impure Parti- 
cles 3 by reaton of which the Wounds here treat- 
ed, without very great Care, become fome- 
times cancerous, always putrid, and often Fiftu- 
lous and incurable. # 

I have learn’d by my long frequenting of 
Hofpitals, that thefe Places where the Sick 
have remain’d for fome Time, retain, long af- 
tér they are gone, the ill Smell comnmnicated 
by them. This I believe is owing to the im- 
pure Particles that ftick to the Walls: Whence 
thefe who defign afterward to live in the Place, 
are oblig’d to Plaifter and whiten the Walls, 
that they may not be hurt by the pernicious’ — 
Effluvia proceeding from them. 

Cloathes, and other Goods, brought from 
Places where the Plague is, muit be cleans’d 
and purify’d from the Peftileatial Particles that 
cleave to ’em; without which Precaution they 
might excite a. general Peftilence in the Places 
to which they are brought. °Tis this which 
inclines rhe to think, that the nitrous and vif- 
cous Quality of the Air, refides in thofe Par- 
? 7 ticles 
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ticles or Atomess; which if they are. capable to: 
ftiek to a Body fofmeoth and. polif’das a Wall,. 
and that foria: long time, without lofing, either: 
‘their bad:Smell, or ill Qualities 5, much, more 
will they do foste,asW ound uncov ered, which i I$ 
always moift, and where they. may, get eafier. 
hold,and aét more readfly, becaufe of the Ten 
derneS.and .weaknel!s of the Parts.. . 

-The-deadcHefh of any: Creature, if itis of 
ten handled and.expofed-to the Air, faddenly 
putrifies < “and.a-Fatus, a Mempber,&c.. if it. be 

‘kept in a clofe Veflel cover'd with Spirit. of 
Wine, may be preferv'd for,ever; whereas on 
the contrary, a little Ag will diffolve eit and, re-- 
pee it to nothing. 

- That: the Air isa mighty Exemy to. Wounds, . 
isa) Truth; own’d by the modera Praétifers of © 
Surgery, no lef than by the Ancients: but 
there are few take futicient Care, .to, hinder its 
Accefs to the Wounded Parts. Knowledge is 
in vain when not put in PraGife.. Neverthe-- 
lef thisis a thing fo abfolutely neceflary, in the 
€ire of any Would whatfoever; that without 
it, nothing that a Surgeon’s Art can perform, 
is to any purpote, but all is hurtful and -deftru- 
chive. 

From what has been faid, Confequences may 
be dedue’d very ufeful in Praétice. All the- 
Regard I have for Antiquity, was not prevalent 
enough to, keep me from the declaiming againit. 
an Abute, tho’ eftablifhd by Cuftom.; . feeing 

eas: ° Truth: 
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Truth *depends ‘on’ the Things themfelves, and 
not on the’ Opinion the Ancients’ had of them: 
} know many have already expreis'd' themfelyes 
on this Subject, much after’ the fame manner as_ 
I ‘have’ done.‘ Celfusj who ought not to be 
reckon’d among the Moderns, has written fome- 
thing that looks this ‘Way. In his Book of 
Wounds of the Skull, Chap. 4. he fays, that Fleth- 
breeds eafily enough in any part of the Head, 

except a little above the Space: between the 
Eyebrows, where often there remains an ‘in= 
curable Ulcer, becaufe in that place. there is 
a-Cavity of the Bone full of Air, . bordering up- — 
on the 0s Cribrofums which aes hinders the fil- 
ling up of the Ulcer. 

By all this then it evidently appears that 
the 4ir is a powerful Impediment to the Cure . 
of Wounds-; and that the fpeedy Method of 
Dreffing ought to be preferr’d to that which - 
is yet in ufein many places. And to conclude, 
itis ‘certain that the Pain caus’d by the ufe of 
a Tent, its remaining in‘the Wound, the length 
of the. Time taken up in Dreffing, and the 
frequency ‘thereof, of which laft I fhall {peak 
in the following Chapter, are the genuin Sour~ 
ces of allthe Accidents that follow on Wounds. 
Wheretore we muft dre{s {peedily, and accord- 
-ing to our Method, if we would prevent es 

dan oo Inconveniencies. 
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CHAP. XI. | 
That Wounds ought to be dreft feldom.. 


Alen in his Fourth Book Of the Compofition 
G of Medicines, Chap. 4. orders to drefs UV/- 
cers but once in three Days. This Method 
he acknowledges to have come from Afclepia= 
des ; andTI can’t but wonder that fuch a Pra- 
@ice has found fo few Followers, being fo ne-. 
ceflary and advantagious for the Patient. 

If Ulcers require not to be drefs’d every Day,. 
as this Author thinks, frefh Wounds do yet 
much lefS call for it. Neverthelefs it is the 
Cuitom in almoft all Hofpitals, to drefs regular- 
ly twice aday; and I helieve there is {carce one 
to be found, that does otherwile,’ excepting 
that of Brianfon, where they drefS the wound- 
ed, fome only once a Day, and others but 
once-in two, three, or four Days. If I had’ 
found this Method hurtful, I would not have 
been fo wicked as to continue to ufe it; much 
lefs to defire that others alfo might do the 
fame. | 
Pareus, Book 13 Chap.11. treating of Ulcers; 
feems to be much inclin’d to the Opinion of Ga-. 
den, when he difapproves often Dreffing : and 
yet in his Eleventh Book, Chap. 5. {peaking 
of Gun-fhot Wounds; he orders to drefs them 
twice a Day, and often once in every eight 
Hours. 
D 5 It 
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It is fuvpecones that fo famous an Author as 
Pareus, who believed the Air extreamly preju- 
dicial to Wounds, adducing alfo many paflages 
from the Ancients to fipport that Opinion, © 
fhould have left behind him Ru/es altogether re- 
pugnaht to it. But ’tis probable he was fo bu- 
ficd in eompiling fo great a Work, that he had 
not time enough to make the neceffary Refledti- 
_ ons upon this Subjeét,which requires a very dili- 
gent Application ; ; and this may be the Reafon 
why in many Places he contradiés himfelf. 
Fabricius ab Aquapendente, Pag. 1. Book 2. 
Chap. 7. difcourfing of the way to preferve the 
Subftance of the Partsi in fimple Wounds, afhrms 
again and again, that it is enough to take off the 
Dreffings once in three or four Days; which he 
confirms by the Authority of Galen, where he 
treats of the Cure of putrid Ulcers. 
°Tis certain, that the feldomer a Wownd 18 
drefs’d, the lef it matters; providingit be not, 
fuff'd with Lint er fome fuch thing : the Re- 
medy alfo-has the more time to communicate its 
Vertue to the Part, which feems in fome fort to 
be nourifhed thereby: And the Nutricious 
Juice, has more liberty and time to-rettore the. 
loft Subftance, and reunite the divided Parts. 
On the other hand, if it is often dreft, the 
Strength of the Remedy being deftroy’d, and 
its Vertue diminifh’d ; it becomes fo weak,that 
it;has no Effect, and its Moifture running away, 
like the Sap a a Tree when "tis pierced, is 
mixed with, and turn’d into Matter. 
What 
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What Nature does in uniting broken Bones, 
may inftruct us what we ought to do in curing | 
of: Wounds : we fee that a Callus is bred with- - 
ont the Affiftance of any thing, by the wife - 
Contrivanee of Nature only, if fo be that fhe is 
not by frequent Drefling, oy indifcreet motions 
of the Part, diverted from her Work. . . 
-.When the little Fibrous Threads begin to be 
-form’dina Wound, in.order to unite the parts 
that are divided; and. the, Nutricious Juice is 
communicated to the Part, to reftore it to its - 
natural State ;:1f then the. Part is often difturb’d 
with frequent drefling, .1f the Wound is fearch’d | 
with the Fingers, or witha Probe, ora dry Jest, . 
&c. what Nature has done, will be bruis’d and {e- 
parated; -and her Work -deftroy’d.as foon.as be- - 
gun 3. fo. that if this Method is continu’d,. the 
nutriciow Fuice becomes thick, and hard, and 
cleaves to the Sides of the Wound; where it _ 
forms a Callofiiy, and often a Fiftula. 
. Generation: then, which is ¢! principal ; 
Work of Nature, cannot be accor plifh'd with- - 
‘out Reft; fo true it is that Repofe- is neceffary 
te.her.in ‘al her Operations.: Hence it is that I 
cannot apprehend by what Reafons they are in- 
fluenc’d, who by frequent and painful dreffing, - 
‘without. any neceffity, exafperate the Wounds 5 
and I proteft I could never my felf.indure fo. 
cruel a Method. _ Sometimes they fearch them « 
with ‘their Fingers , fometimes with an Injtru- - 
ment 3 and not contented with this, ifthey fan- - 
of they have. found any thing, defire their 
Friends. . 
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_ Friends prefeitt, and their Boys todo the fame : 
and in this 'miferable Condition is the wretched 
Patient? detain’d fometimes an hour; and that 
moft frequently twice a4: Day. “I dare not ad- 
venture to name the’ Places in France, Italy, 
and Germany, where I have feen the wounded 
usd on this fafhion ; and that by fuch as held 
very confiderable Pofts, where a good Me- 
thod was extreamly neceffarys 9 
.' ‘Binally, after much time has been fpent:in 
raking into the Wound, they think they are 
pound in Crédit,for the fatisfaétion of theWoun- — 
ded, and the By-ftanders, to draw out fome- 
thing, and fhew it publickly, left they feem to 
have labourdin vain. Now if it fhould chance 
that at length any little piece of ‘a corrupted 
Membrane is found; (which would not be ftrange 
in a Wound ‘dreft in this manner, where Cor- 
“yuption’ often’ caufés great Diforder +) it is 
drawn out with abundance of Ceremony; andthe - 
-Operater fails not ‘to declare, with great con: 
fidence, that this isit which occafion’d the Reft- 
Jefsnefs and Pain of the preceding Night. /. And 
‘now, you muft think, the wounded Perfon is 
half curéds (09-2 dhe big qe ionns9 
Heavens! What Abufe ? Is it poffible that 
any Man can be fo much impos’d upon ? 1 
“would gladly underftand what ‘it is that did fe- 
parate this fhred of a Membrane, or thefe Fi- 
bers, &c.? It will be anfwered without doubt 
that itis Nutwre;which endeavouring a Reunion, 
rejeats that which oppofes it. “i-demand agen 
OW 
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how it was brought to this Place? By the fame 
Nature, will one fay. .And why then will not 
fhe go on to drive that extraneous thing quite 

out of the Body, feeing fhe has.done fo much ? 
- She-is able to drive out Bullets tho’ faftened in 
a Bene, as I fhall fhew inthe fecond Part; to 
expell Splinters; yea,to bring them to, the Ori- 
fice of the Wound; and.that a confiderable time 
after it has been closd up: why fhouldwethen 
apprehend that’ fhe will leave fuch things with- 
in, from. which fhe. may fo eatily free her felf 
either by the Orifice of the Wound, or by. fame 
other more convenient way ? For it is certain 
that Nature left to her liberty takes ever the ea- 
fieft-way. Befides, all the Parts of the Body 
have an Elafticity, or Spring, .whereby any 
Forreign Thing-is naturally driven from the 
Center tothe Circumference. . 

\ Antony Benevent aPhyfician of Floreace relates, 
that a certain Woman f{wallowed a very large 
Needle; which two. Years after came away by 
her Navel :, And Tarentus a Phyfician alfo, re- 
ports ; that a Maid, who had.fwallow’d a Needle 
nigh about four Inches in Length,. voided it 
ten Months after by the Urinary PafJage. 

From hence it appears, that the Induftry - 
and Sagacity of Nature, furpaffes that of all the 
Efculapian Family . She knows what fhe does; 
and wants not to be inftructed in the ways fhe 
ought’ to take, in order to drive out of the Bo- 
dy whatever oppreifes, or is forreign.and noxi- 
ous unto her. The Surgeon ought only to em- 


ploy 
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ploy his utmoft-care, to underftand and follow 
—her:. he muft ftudyher Defigns, and’ take ‘all 
heed not to divert her ‘from her shes 
_feeing fhe does nothing ii vain. 

After what T have faid concerning Nature; I 
would not have any fo think, that Iam one of 
thofe who regard her as a Divinity, and a- — 
fcribe unto her’a Reafon, whereby ‘fhe ‘dipofes 

all her wonderful Works.. Reafow T look upon, 
as a peculiar Priviledge of the Human Soul. 
Neither am T of the Opinion . of: Empedecles, 
that whatever ‘fhe does is myfterious: ° °Trs. 
him that <Ariftotle, in his third Beok of Meta- 
phyficks, ridicules for giving no other Reafon for 
many things that were’ ask’d him, but’ this 5 
that it was Nature’s Pleafure.. All 1 will {ay is, . 
that if her Operations’ are maryellous, they” 
are owing to her powerful‘Author, who has en- _ 
trufted het seit whatev er we. wate that is moft: 
precious. | 

But to peg to my Subjett; it is fit I fhould ° 
advertife my Reader, that I would not have any 
to follow my Method of feldom dreffmg, unless firkk.. 
he hath intirely lay’d afide the Ufe of Tents,.and 
Dilaters ; which by retaining the Matter, would 
-¢aufe a " Rernieitaciong whereby thefe fame | 
Tents and Deffels wou'd alfo be corrupted : 
This is what fell out net long ago in a Cure to 
‘which I- was calPd: The Dvlaters that had 
been us’d were carry’d along ‘with the Matter 
that was difcharg’d between the Mufcles$ and. 

there - 
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there putrifying, the Corruption was quickly 
communicated to the neighbouring Parts : 
Whence it appears that this Method, hath in 
it Singularities and infparable Circumfiances, 
that muft not be omitted. 

M. Verdue in his Pathology, Tom, 1. fol. 4390 
advifes not to do as fome Surgeons, who ery mi- 
nité are opening the Wounds of thofe who are 
under their Care: For, fays he, by too often 
taking off the Drefhings, we hinder their reuni- 
ting ; and give occafion to the 4ir to infinuate 
it felf into the Wound, and to coagulate the 
nutricious Juice: this indeed is a moft juft and 
reafonable Thought. JI remember when I 
was at Rome inthe year 1678, Ichane’d'to fee 
a little Book written in Italian by the chief Sur- 
geon of the Hofpital of the H.Ghoft, whofe 
name I have forgotten: He therein difcours’d 
of Wounds of the Head only; and prov’d by ve- 
ry good Reafons, that they ought to be dreft 
only once in three or four Days, and forneétimes 
not fo often: Moreover in drefing ‘he did not 
altogether lay open the Wound, bar kept al- 
ways upon it fome thin Cover,as is done at this 
day in many Places in dreffing of Burnings. 

In Fine, he teok fuch great care to hinder — 
the Air from pafling into, and offending the 
Wounds which he drefs’d.; that we:may be af- 
fur'd he Judg’d it a grand Impediment to their 
Cure : Which was alfo his Opinion of frequent 
Drefling. In the fame Book he addue’d many 

Exam- 
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. Examples; among which,were feveral Accounts: 
of very confiderable Cures, accomplith’d’by. this 
Method. | eget AC 

It were much to be defir’d that every One,.. 
without regarding the publick Cenfere they. — 
might ‘incur, had the fame Charity to reveal 
the Knowledge they have attain’d by their Care 
and Experience. For it is very probable that 
by the Univer{ality of Mankind,almoft an Univer- 
fality of Knowledge is poffeft: One has a Geni- 
us for one thing; and tother has a Genins — 
for another, and each their different Endow- 
ments ; and in Civil Life, and particularly in 
an Art fo neceffary for the Prefervation of Man- 
kind, every one ought ta communicate without 
Refervation. sti 

After all, there is no Rule without: fome Ex- 
ception ; and I freely own that their are certain 
Cafes, wherein Tents ought fometimes to be 
usd: as in fome Wounds of the Breaft, and in 
an Empyema 5. when we would hinder the total 
Evacuation of the Blood-or Matter, to preferve 
the Strength of the Patient :. and finally, on 
fome other Occafions,. where they: may be | 
Judg’d abfolutely neceflary.. 

There are other Wounds, to which Dilaters 
are neceffarily required ; as when the Bones be- 
ing rotten or alter’d , we wait for their Exfo-- 
liation; or when they muft be kept open in or- 
der to fome further Operation to be perform’d 
upon then. Bis 
“A Rere 
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eh here ¢ are jalfo other Wounds, to which of 
necefity we muft occafion fome Pain 3 whither 
by drawing forth extraneous Bodies, or by fet- 
ting broken Bones, or by dilating their Ori- 
fice. 
© Others there-are,that will take up-fome time 
in dreffing ; asin thefe of the Head, where we 
_ often fufpeét there may be a fradure® of the 
Scull: Alfo when the Scull “is broken; wher 
forme: Operation’ is to be perform’d upon the 
Bones, ‘in complicated Frattures ; and when 
extraneous Bodiés are-to be drawn out: in 
fuch Cafes we cannot dref fo quickly as were to 
be with’d. . ) 
To: conclude; here: are fome that: muft be 
often look’d to, when notwithftanding our’Care,: 
the Suppuration' is great; as in Abfcefles that: 
are cavernous and deép, in very hot Seafons,’ 
and in Patients of an ill Difpofition of Bo- 
dy, who abound in excrementitious Moifture ; 
or when Phlegmons, Eryfipela’s, Wividity, and 
Gangrenes,or any other unexpected Accident, 
follow: upon a Wound: For it is the part’ of a! 
prudent and» Skilfub Surgeon ‘to accommodate 
himfelf to emergent Occafions, and to correét the 
Symptoms as they fall out. — 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI 


a Dion rfe upon Dies wae Bomat > 
oh the my) to Bee vent Exfoliation. 


mt ig almoft a an ini est Casa (at: ‘eek 
I have feen 1 put/im practice wherever h 
haus been) fo- fogn-as! a! Bond! is-uncovered,; te 
widen the Wound by. Tents and Dilaters, and 
wait for its Exfoliation. This. is fo fuperftiti- 
oufly obferv’d in many of the King’s Hofpitals; _ 
that it would be Judg’d.a very hainous Offence, 
to do otherwife ; yea, orto-neglett what hath 
_ been deliver’d by the Ascients > As if -we were 
eternally vobligidy blindly. to follow their Dis 
tates... - 
Experience has taught me on many’ omnes. 
that nothing, more is required, te. prevent the 
Spoiling of a Bone, whem only uncover’d; but 
to defend it from the Accefs of the Air + For this. 
Intent we ought to endeavour to. clofe up. the 
Wound with: all poffible fpeed, by means of prox. 
per Bandage, and balfamick Remedies 5 with- 
out dilating it by Tents and Doffels. Thus the 
‘Bone will foon be covered ; and the Exfoliation. . 
thereof is avoided, which would tnfallibly fol- 
_low, if time had heen given to the Aiz, to exert 
its pernicious Efficacy upon it. . 
. | Many: 
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Many Authors have injoyn’d Stiching in fuch 
a Cafe. Hippocrates, and feveral others after’ 
him, have approv’d thereof in Wounds of the 
Head; which notwithftanding may be united 
without it, unlef they are large and tranverie, 
and of the lower Parts; where ftiching often- 
times becomes neceflary, by reafon of the figure 
of the Scull. 
- If any confiderable Portion of the Bone Is 
bared, with Io& of the covering Subftance, the 
Wound being large,will take up a long time be~ 
fore it is clos’d up: in this Cafe all our Care; 
will not be able to hinder the Alteration, and 
rotting ofthe Bone; either by the Air admitted 
in the numerous Dreffings ; or by the Matter 
running along, or faying upon the Bone. To 
prevent therefore this Inconvenience; we 
muft in the firft Drefling pierce the Bone, as 
nimbly as pofhble, in many Places, with the Py 
ramid or Pike of the Trepan: By this means 
a way is opened to a Marromy Fuice 3 which 
thickning upon it,covers over the Bone in a lit- 
tle time, without fuffering it to lofe any of its 
Subftance. : 
It is well known te Surgeons ; that any con- 
fiderable Portion of the Scull, laid bare bya. 
Wound, can never again be covered with Flefh, 
without the Affiftance of Art; becaufe of the 
Smoothnefs and Glibnefs of its Surface : Upon 
this Confideration it was that many of theAnci- 
ents thought fic to rafp it, that if might become 
rough | 
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rough and unequal ; and alfo to make way for. 
the Orifices of the little Veffels, with which its 
inward Subitance abounds, to. fupply it with: 
Blood, neceflary to breed a new Fleth wherc- 
with it may be cover’d. . 
But the Operation’ whicly I have made upon 
it on many Occafions, and which I here’ pro-~’ 
pole; appears to me to be more {peedy,. fafe: 
and profitable, than Ra/piag; wherein, the In- 
firument paffing to and fro many times, on the: 
whole Surface of the difcover’d Bone ;, heats ity 
_andalters it much more; than the Pin of the 
Trepan ; which-only flightly touches it at cer-. 
tain Diftancces; and yet pierces fo far, as to ap~ 
proach the middle Pith, from which we muft 
fetch the requir’d Affiftance. Moreover’ the 
Rafp \eflens much. the thicknefS. of the Bone ; 
whereby thofe that have undergone that Ope-- 
ration,are fubjeét to Pains in the Head : add to’ 
this, that it alfo leaves after it an unfeemly 
Scare: : | 
- This Operation may. be usd, when the firit,. 
yea or both Tables of the Scull are brokens, 
providing no inequality be left on the inward 
Surface thereof; that may occafion Accidents, 
which will appear in a fina]l time: For if we 
delay to procure a covering to the Bone, the 
moft fubtil Part of the,Matter may flide into 
the Fracture, and there cawfe fome Alteration, 
or, Inflammation, (for according, to Galen and, 
Cel/us, ‘the Bone is, lyable. to. this. Lnconveni-. 
€3ce> 
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énce) and alfo yet more troublefome Accidents. 
Now feeing the firft Operation of this Nature 
which I perform’d, was on the Scull; I fhall 
begin to juftify this Practice, by fhewing how 
it 1s nourifht. ; 

The Scull, according to the Opinion of mae 
ny, has its Nonrifhment from three different 
Sources: -Firft, by Veffels proceeding from 
thofe of the Dura Mater, and paffing into the 
Cranium, through its internal Surtace, or that 
which is neareft the Brain: Secondly, from:the 
Diploe or middle Pith, a medullary Jnice is im- 
parted to both Tables, whereby they are nou- 
-rifht and fuftain'd: And thirdly,by its external 
Part, it receives Nourifhment from the Peri- 
cranium, wherewith it 1s every where cover'd 
and defended. 

‘When therefore by fome external ‘iblehet 
the Bone is depriv’d of that Membrane, and 
remains uncoverd; “tis certain that the Air by 
its Acid and Nitrous Points, takes hold on its 
outward Surface; and in: a little time alters and 
rots it: and then it muft:needs exfollate, ‘be- 


-caufe it is bereft both of its a and 


Defence. 

It becomes neceflary then. to make ‘an A- 
mends, and to draw Nourifhment from: the 
neighbouring Parts inftead of that which’ is 
loft ; that at the fame time by covering, it)a- 
new, may fhelter it from. external Injuries. 
Now this we can have from no nearer Place 

_ than 
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than the Diploe 5 but inorder to that we muft’ 
give it. an €afie Paflage, ‘and open to ‘it a Way 
to fulfil at once the Intention of Nuture, and. 
that of the Surgeon. This is accomplifh’d by 
piercing the Bone, .as we have faid ; whereby. 
the Diploe fends forth at thefe little Holes the 
moft fubtil Part of the marromy Fuice ; which 
congealing upon the Bone in three, four or 
five Days, fometimes fooner, fometimes later, 
intirely covers it. 

'Other Bones that have Marrow, are nou~- 
rvifhed from within, by the Veffels of the Mem- 


-brane which cover that Subftance ; and from 


without, by the Penofttum, or Membrane where-- 


‘with they are invefted: For this Reafon we 


may perform this Operation, when there is oc- 
eafion , on the Bones of the Shoulder, Thigh, 
and Leg ; and thefe who doubt of this, may 


‘be convine’d by a Tryal. 


That which ought to recommend this Me- 


‘thod, and procure it an eafie Reception; 1s that 
ithereby the Cure is accomplifh’d in twelve or 
fifteen Days, or fo; whereas otherwife 1t will 
‘take-up near fixty ; for about forty Days are 


required to the Exfoliation of the Bone, and 


-twenty more to fill up and cicatrize the Ulcer. 
“Our Way is fo exceedingly advantagious to the 
‘Wounded , ‘that it ought not to be rejected ; 

“nor canit, without offending againit that: @ha- 


rity, we owe our affiéted Neighbour, who by 


othe Delay in uch Cates, is extremely endan-. 


gerd 
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werd, efpecially in an Hofpital, where the cor- 
rupt and infeéted Air ruins in time the ftrong~ 
eft Conftitutions. { have often feen,. and it is 
butctoo ordinary, that the Wounded Perfons 
being cur’d, and juft ready to depart from the 
Hofpital, have ‘been fuddenly feiz’d by Malig- 
nant Fevers, Loofene{s, Bloody Flux, &c. occa- 
fion’d by ‘their tedious ftay in fuch difmal Pla- 
«es, and Death often has been the firft thing 
that deliver’d them from all their Miferies, 
Therefore we ought to endeavour a fpeedy 
-Cure, and ‘to fpare no 'Pais te prevent that 
tedious Exfoliation. But if the Wounded are 
dent to us with the Bone alter’d, or if we can’t 
avoid this Accident with-all our Care,-we muft © 
endeavour to help on the Separation with all 
Speed: for as. .a Gangreen in 'Flefhy Parts 
wants the Affiftance of Art to put a ftop to it; 
fo alfo does Rottennefs, which is a Gangreen 
of the Bone; wherefore Exfoliation muft be 
haitened by external Remedies, that it may 
go no further ; for fometimes it extends from 
‘one’ End of the Bone te the other. ; 

' It is the -Surgeon’s Province, to pick out 
fiich Remedies as are proper for this Intentt- 
ons ‘he Ancients and Moderns have lett us 
good ftore of this kinds; «but above all, we 
muft avoid the ufe of Acid Spirits, which in- 
 creafe the Rottennéfs, and chave the fame Ef- 
fréton a Bone, as Aqua fort on Iron. The 
aétual Cautery is a great Help on thefe Occa- 
| fons 5 


y2- tie Hofpital-Surgeon. 


hae as alfo Euphorbium, infus'd in, pSputt off 


Wine.! © 

The Rules I have propoted t to ny Fixs 
foliation, are inconfiftent with the Opinie?. -of 
many Italian Surgeons, who maintain, that the 
Bone, fo far as hath been. touch’d by the Aix, 
will infallibly exfoliate.. I have heretofore-had 
great Debates on this Subject with fome  Peo- 
ple; who through. a Stiffnefs.of Opinion, with- 
out any Ground; would. neitherjyield: to Rea- 


fon, nor Experience ; not being able to-bear what — 


~ was contrary to theirown Principles and Pra- 
sted. 


GHA P. 2 Kila 
How to ‘Drefe with ¥ New. Fhitrantene 


after EDR? or Accidents, of that 
Neture. | Lave: ja 


de 


‘ean ‘ob thie Head accor pany bap ‘seal 
ao Fraéture of the Skull, are fach as 
“yequiré an iexpert Surgeon : I am. convined, 
‘and I fuppofe none! will deny: .it,-that.the ir 


is hurtful to them: in this both Ancients and 


-Moderns areiagreeds: 


~i 2 Ditsciceritain, ate tuliaadaaen ae a oi: 


Bart af the :Acciderits. that follow upon ,theny, 


“‘poocpeds. onlyofrom! the little Care) that :1s)taz 
ken, 


a 
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ken, to hinder the Accef$ of the Air into the 
Wounds, whether the Scull be only bared, or 
broken, or alfo trepanned. I have difcours’d 
of difcovered Bones in the foregoing Chapter ; 
‘L have only two or three Words more to fpeak, 
of fuch Wounds, where the Scull has loft 
fome of its Subftance. 

-When the Dura Mater is uncovered, I pre+ 
pare a Plate of Lead very thin, and very 
{mooth, pierc’d with Holes in feveral Places, 
without any Inequality, cut and fitted to the 
Bignefs of the Opening; and to makeit more 
exact, I sketch it out with the Crown of the 
Trepan, that I have us’d; or am to ule in this 
Operation: or its Meafure may be taker from — 
the Piece of the Scull cut out by the Trepan. 
On each fide of this Plate is lett a little Ear, 
fomewhat longer than the thicknef of theScull; 
thefe little Ears I bend both one way, foas 
they may be perpendicular to the Plate; and 
fo much of them as exceeds the thicknefs of the 
Scull, I bend outwards again, that thereby 
they may reft upon the Scull, and by which, 
as by two little Handles, I may lift them up 
with Pincers, if need be, at each Dreffing ; 
thefe two little Handles may be cut fomething 
broader, than the two pieces that joyn them | 
the Plate, which muft be of an equal 
Breadth. When I ufe it, I dip it in fome pro- 
per Medicine pretty Warm, and apply upon 
fa very foft Pledget of fine Lint. 


\ 
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I have found very much Good by this Me~-. 
thod, and have obferv’d a five-fold Advantage 
in the Ufe of this Plate. Firft, the Matter 
ar Blood contain’d within the Scull, paffes out 
at the Holes of the Plate, and is imbibd 
by the foft Lint that I put over it: and if — 
it has acquir’d any mifchievous Quality by 


— ftaying there, which often falls out, the Lint 


by which It is foak’d up, detains it from — 
touching the Dura Mater, and imparting the 
Contagion thereto; and confequently, there 
is lefs Hazard of its Altération. esos 

~ In the Second Place, this Plate, by lightly 


~preffing upon the Dura Mater, facilitates the — 


coming out of the Matter or Blood extravafa~ 
ted under the Scull. : 

- Thirdly, It hinders the breeding of a Fun- 
gus, and the bunching out of the Dura Mater 
beyond the Scull, which otherwife often comes — 
to pafs; obliging us either to cut off, or to | 
confume with Cathecreticks that which fo 
ftands out ; whereupon very grievous Acci- 
dents fometimes enfue. 
A Fourth Advantage is, that it hinders by _ 
its flight Preffure, the Dura Mater, in its con- 
tinual Motion, to ftrike againft the Inequali- 
ties and pointed Parts of the Scull; that re-_ 
main after a Piece has been rais'd by the O- 
peration of the Trepan, or intirely fepara- 

ted by fome external Violence. Eta 
And Finally, it proteéts the Brain and its 
Mem- 
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Membranes from the Affaults of the Air, per. 
forming in fome fort the Part of that Piece 
of the Scull that was taken away. eek 
When we-are affur’d that there is, or are 
in Doubt that there may be fome coagulated 
Blood under the Scull, we may for fome time 
omit the Ufe of the Plate, that we may leave 
it a free Paflage ; and afterward we may ufe 
it, until the danger of the Accidents is over 5 
and then we muft ufe it no longer: otherwife 
it may prove an Hinderance to the Reunion, 
and the Generation of the Callus, 
When the Operation of the Trepan is per= 
form’d on the Buj/is of the Scull, as is uftal now 
to be done without Scruple, the bunching ont 
of the Dura Mater is more to be fear’ds and 
of confequence this Plate is abfolutely neceffz- 
ry to fupport it, and keep itin : but for theQ- | 
peration on this Place, as well as for that on o- 
thers, we muft endeavour, as far as the Cafe 
Will bear, to choofe the higheft Parts that the 
Plate may have the lefs weight to fuftain. 
We may fafely ufe it for fourteen or ffteen 
Days, if we Judge it needtul ; and it may be 
made of Gold, Silver, &c. according to the 
Defire and Ability of the Patient: but for my 
lelf I always ufe a leaden one; for every Bo- 
dy knows that this Metal is freindly to Nature, 
and is‘vulnerary and drying, 
Tho’ there were no other Advantage to be 
reapd from the Ule of this Plate, hut only 
aa Bg -that 
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that it defends the Brain, and its Membranes, 
from the Infults of the 47’, this were enough ~ 
to recommend it toour Efteem. It is certain 
that the Air acts ‘not with that Force, when - 
its Acid Parts find a hindrance in their ways 
or when they muft pafs through {uch littie 
holes as thefe of this Inftrnment : and fome-_ 
‘times I don’t lift it up but in two or three 
Days, when it Matters freely, and the Acct 
dents abate, 

M. Verdue affirms, that the Fungus that 
breeds on the Dura Mater ; is causd by the 
Attacks of the Air: ina word, all the Ancients 
and Moderns are of one Mind in this, that the 
Air is exceeding deftructive to the Membranes, 
and to the Brain. 2 

It is not then without Caufe that Nature as 
a good and provident Mother, hath takes 
Care to encompa(s the Brain with two Men 
branes, the Scull, the Pericranium, the Tegu- 
ments and the Hairs, on every Side, to cover 
it from the Imprefions of the Air, which of all 
the Elements is moft hurtful to it: and the 
moft part of thofe that have been trepaned, OF 
by a Fraéture of the Scull have loft fome part: 
of its Subftance, without having the Brain or 
its Membranes hurt, are fubjeé& toga number. 
of very troublefom Acccidents. 

The Reafon of this may be eafily conceiv'd < 
for the Air, at certain Seafons, and in certair 
conftitutions thereof, being indow’d with mor¢ 
: piercing 
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piercing and fubtil Parts, or the Skin being 
more relax’d; finds nothing fufficient to ttop 
its Courfe, and paffes, notwithftanding the 
Callus, which is never fo folid as a Bone, to 
the Mémbranes, which are extreamly fenfible 
of Cold, and there occafions thefe Pains that 
fuch kind of People are fubje& tos. 


That bee Difcription of the Plate, may be. 


the Better underftood, we have here fubjoyn-_ 
edits Figure. 


E 3. The 
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| ‘The Figure of a Plate with Nine Hole 5, to be ufed 
when the Crown of the Trepan # large. 


‘The Figure of a Plate ready for Ufe, with the 
little Ears bent. 


FT HED 


79 
Fh E. 


Hofpital-Surgeon : 


A New, Gentle, and Eafie Way, to Cure 
{peedily all forts of WOUNDS, 


ae PAR Ze A. 

Further evincing the Excellency of this Way, 

. & @ faithful and particular Account of 
Wounds of all Kinds, and in all Parts of the. 
Body, thereby brought to a quick and happy 


Cure 5 together with feful and Prafical Reo 
flexions. | 


Biren Phe 0 bh 
CHAP. I. 

Lhe Reafons of Writing thisSecond Part 

with a general Propofal of what it 


contains. 


HO’ Sound Reafon, fapported by _ 
Authority, may. appear to bea 

: Proof of the Goodnels of. any 

| Thing, convincing enough, and ca- 

pable. to fuftain the Weight of what Con&- 


E 4 quences: - 


an atl 
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Se 
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quences might thence be deduc’d 3 yet does 
there oftentimes ftill remain an Uneafinefs - 
atid Hefitation in the Mind, no otherwife to 


be remov'd, but by Ocular Devkoufttations as 
- it were, and Experience: for nothing {0 infal- 


libly fhews the Poffibility of Things, as their 


_ having already come-to pafs; nor can any 


Thing fo well affure us, what will follow upon 
them, as a multitude of Tryals. ’Tis this — 
Confideration that induc’d me in this fecond — 
Part, to give a Hiftory of fome Mounds hand- 
led according to my Method, that Juftify iny | 
manner of Praflice. . 
Had I thought it poanitiee, I coud have 
flPd a great Volume with Cures that I have 
done thefe ten or twelve years, which were — 
all brought toa happy Concfution, and com- 
pleated ina very fmall time. But to avoid 
redioufhe&S, I refolv’d to fet down as few as — 
pofible. Yet in fpite of my Defign to relate 
only one of each fort, and each Part, I found 
my felf neceffitated to exhibit many 3; ‘of which 
tho’ fome at firft may appear altogether alike; 
yet if they be more narrowly conn "d, they will 
be found to differ in fome very material Cir- . 
cumftances. 
As for the Order obferv’d in thefe Relati- 
ons, I have followed that of the Dignity of 


the Parts, beginning at the Head, and énding | 


with the Extremities ; not minding the Series 
of time wherein sy happened. I have de- 
~ ferib’d 


The Hofpital-Surgeon.’ 8a 


fcrib’d all things Juft as they were, without 
either adding or diminifhing; having no other 


-Defign, but-to make the Eafynefs and Expe- - 
dition of this Method appear, by the Exam-. 


ples I here relate. 


GF Pda 
Of the Head.. 


OBSERVATION I. 


: Fter the War broke out in Savoy, there 
was brought to the King’s Hofpital at 


Luferne, where I was then Surgeon Major, in: 


Fuly 1690,a Soldier cal?d La Grandeur of the 


Regiment of Poudenx, which is now that of Ga-- 


tinois. He had received a Wound on the right 
_ Side of his Head with a pretty large Bullet; 


which grazing upon the moft convex part of 
the Bone of the Sinctput ; had only carried a-- 
way the common Teguments, not hurting the: 
Scull; but the Membrane that immediatly in-- 
vefts it was fo bruisd, that it appear’d livid. 


I know, if time had been given, it. would 


have come to. Suppuration; whereupon the: 


Alteration and Exfoliation. of the Bone muft 
needs have enfu'd: to prevent which, I tear’d 


off with my Nails the Pericranium fo far. as it 


was bruisd, being fomething more than the 


Es.) bignefs . 


- 
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bignefs of a Silver Shilling 5 and forthwith 
_ ftrnck the uncovered Bone, in feveral Places, 
as nimbly as I could with the Pyramid of the 
Trepan; and then cover’d it with fome Lint 
wet with Spirit of Wine: the reft of the Dref 
fing was charg’d witha fimple Digeftive, upon 
which I put Emplaftrum de Boteraea, and above 
all the Cap. 

After two Days I took off the Dreffings, 
and found the Bone covered witha lively Red, 
from whence I conjeétur’d that it would foon 
be cloath’d with Flefh: two Days after this 


it was dreft in like manner as before, and then .— 


the Bone was half cover’d over; for which 
Caufe I let it alorie for three Days more; fo 
that in feven Days time the Bone was altoge- 
‘ther hid with new Flefh, which was inftead of 
a Membrane to it; and now nothing more was 
requir’d, but by drefing it every other Day 
to attend the Fall of the Efcar. - Finally, in ~ 
the Space of eighteen Days, the Wound was 
fil?d up and compleatly cur’d. . 


REFLECTION. 


If this Wound had been manag'd after the — 
ordinary Method, I leave it to confideration, 
whither the Cure would have been {0 {peedily — 
accomplifh’d. From that time forward, I e- 
ver kept to this Method, which I have us’d — 
in many Occafions, and never found that the 

| | Wounds 
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Wounds opened again, yea, or that Exfoliati-. 
on, orany other evil Accident eufird. 

This and the following Example I Judg’d 
fufficient to eftablifh our Way of Dreffing;. 
And indeed feeing it has been attended with. 
Succef§ in fuch Cafes, we ought to remain af 
fur’d, that it will prove no lefs effe€tual in in- 
cifed Wounds, and others alfo where the Bone 
is laid bare, whither by that which infli€s. 
them, or by the Suppuration of the Pericrani- 
um. But we muft obferve, if the Pericranium 

is bruis‘d or difcolour’d, as in the preceeding. 

Cafe, and Suppuration appear unavoidable 3: 
that the fecureft way is to tear it- off; and 
{fpeedily to uncover the Bone, that the forefaid: 
Operation may take Place; whereby the Cor-: 
ruption of the Bone will be prevented, which 
might be occafion’d by the lodging of the cor- 
_ Tupt Matter thereupon 3. and then the Opera-. 
_ tion would be too late. ; 


err. AP HE 
Of the Head. 


OBSERVATION Iu.. 


A Certain Soldier nam’d C hafteau-montague,. 
»&. of Aligny’s Company in Villars his Regi- 
ment, together with a Companion of his in 

Cees yea ghee 


4 
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‘the fame Company, was, during the Cam- 
paignin the Year 1694. brought tothe Ho- . 
{pital eftablif’d for the Kiag’s Army at Brian- 
for. Ki | 
- The firft had receiv’d a Cut on the middle — 
of the Os Sincipitis of the left Side, whereby 


- the Bone was uncovered, to the bignefs of a 


Silver Crown Piece. At the fecond Dreffing 
4 made eight or ten little Holes with the Pier- _ 
cer upon the difcovered Bone, not reaching © 
fo deep as the middle Pith or Diploe, that I 
might make Trial, if I cow’d accomplifh my 
Defign, without piercing through the firtt 
Table. I apply’d upon the Bone fo far as it 
was laid bare, Lint dipt in Spirit of Wine, 
dreffing the reft of the Wound, with the fim- 
ple Digeftive, Emplaftrum de Betonica, and the 


| Kerchief. Gy 


I waited two Days before I drefs'd it again, | 
and then found that my Operation had not 
been without Effeé&t. The Bone was become 
reddifh, and the Holes made by the Piercer, 
to which this Effe& was owing, began.as it 
were to fprout forth; which made me con- 
clude, that Nature would accomplifh the 
Work fhe had already begun. For the firft 
eight Days he was drefs’d but four times, af- 
ter which the Bone was wholly covered : and 
in eight or ten Days more, wherein. he was 
drefs’d but every third Day, the Wound was— 
fill'd up, and a good and firm Cicatriz for- — 

| oe st ged 
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med. He came into the Hofpital on the 25th 


of May, and upon the 11th of Fue he went 
out perfe@ly cur’d; all that were therein be-- 


ing Witnefles of the Operation, and'the Speers” 


dinefS of the Cure. 


His Companion had feveral Cuts over all 


his Head, which he had received in .the fame 


Occafion , but efpecially a deep one upon. 


the upper and middle part of the Forehead. 
Bone. Finding that in none of them the Scull 
was fra@tur’d, I judg’d it fufficient to jayn to- 
gether their Lips ; only in the laft, during the 
firft Days, I left two fmall Threads of Lint 


dipt in Spirit of Wine, with the Ends hang~ 


ing a little out of the Wound. Four Days 
after, I caus’d to be remov’d whatever might 
hinder the reuniting thereof, drefling only 


once in three Days, becaufe no Accident ap-. 


pear'd. 

The Suppuration ih this laft Wound was but 
very inconfiderable; and no Bones came a- 
way, neither was there any Exfoliation: So 
this Man alfo was cur’d, and return’d unto the 
Regiment with his Companion. 


*REPLEC TION: 


Had T only recounted one Cure of this Na- 
ture, done in a place at a great Diftance 

from Paris, the. Truth therect might readily 
enough have been call’d in Queftion: But 


ot A thefe, 


soe 


I 


i 
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_thefe, with many others of the like kind, ha- 
ving been publickly perform’d.in an Hopital, 
to which every one had free Aceefs, and as . 
it were in view of the World, ought not only 
‘to remove all Scruple as to the Truth of the 
Matter of Faét, but alfa to eftablifh the Re- 
putation of a Method, attended. with Expedi~ 
tion and Security. The Excellency and Ufe- 
fulnefS of the little Operation perform’d up- 
on the uncovered Scufl off the firft Man, may 
‘be eafily made apparent to every one}; be- 
ing founded on Reafon and Experience. M.fou- 
ve, a very expert Phyfician belonging to this 
Hofpital, was an Eye-witnefs of the happy 
Succefs of thefe laft Cures; he having been 
prefent from the Beginning to the End. 

{ fhould but weary my Reader, and my felf 
alfo, if I fhould go about te reckon up the 
number of thofe, who in three Years time, 
with a furpriziug Quicknf, have in this Hof- 
pital been cur’d of Wounds ef the Head; as 
well fuch wherein the Seu was cut more or 
lef, as thofe wherein it had loft of. its Sub- 
flance... | | Ld 

Iam not the only Perfon, who hath con- 
quer’d Scruples commonly enough entertain’d. 
about Wounds of the Head. Ambrofius Pa- 
raus reports, that he cur’d in a finall time a 
certain Perfon, that. with an edg’d Inftru- 
ment, hada large piece of the Forehead-bone 
intirely feparated, and hanging over upon the 

. Face, | 
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Face by the Skin only ; which yet was eafily 
enough reunited. ee 
In the Scull, asin other Bones of the Body, 

when a Piece is feparated, whether by a Cut, 
or Fraéture, fo as yet to adhere to the encom- 
pafling Membrane ; it is fufficient artfully to 
reftore it to its natural Place, in fuch a ‘man- 
- ner, that it may have the fame Situation and 
Difpofition as formerly; that fo the Pores _ 
may an{wer, and the Nutricious Fuice neceflary 
to form the reuniting Callus, may be freely ad- 
mitted ; which could not be done without ex- 
treme Difficulty, if it were placed either to 
high, too low, or afide ; in which Cafes, the 
natural Order and Situation of the Part be- 
ing alter’d; it is impoffible it can fit fo clofe 
to the Bone from whence it-was divided, but 
that many little Diftances muftinterveen, that 
are liable to be fill’d with Lympba, Blood, or 
Matter, or all three together ; which alter the 
wounded Part, corrupt its Aliment, and bring 
that Membrane to Suppuration, by which on- 
ly the divided Part was tyed : So that Na- 
ture muft now of Neceffity throw it off, as 
an Extraneous Body. . 

From hence we may readily conchude, that 
it is not at all neceflary, to permit Wounds of 
this kind to come to Suppuration, or to keep 
them open in Expe@ation of the coming a- 
way of Bones, which, without Danger, may 
be avoided. 


This 
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“This our Method is alfo confirm’d, by the’ 


Authority of Rhafis, and Serapion, Authors 
celebrated by Antiquity ; who treating of 
Wounds of the Head accompany 'd with a Fra- 


Sure of the Scull, tell us that it was their Cu-_ 


ftom to ftitch them, even when the Fraéture 


- pafs’d through both Tables. M.Verdue alfoin © 


his frft Volume, Chaps 18. Of Wounds in the 


Head, makes mention of a Fra&ure of one: 
of the Offa Sincipitw, that reach’d from the 


“Sagittal to the Lambdoidal Suture, which was 
cur’d without the Atiftance of Operation. 


~ The Diploe or middle Pith, plentifuly fup-- 
plies the ScuJl with Nutricious Juice 5 from. 


whence it is, that when broken it is more*ea- 
fily united, than any of the other Bones, tho’ 


yet its Callus is lefs firm: And providing the. 
Brain with its Membranes are fafe, we need. 
not fear any Danger from the Fractures of — 
the farrounding Bowe : But tho’ this may fome- - 
times fall out ; yet is it fcarce to be expett-- 


ed, but that the violence that occafions a: 
*Pradure in the Scull, fhould by the fudden. 
Jolt or Concufhion, produce fome Diforder in: — 
fach- a foft glandulous Body as is the Brain.. 
Great Carefulnefs therefore and Attention is. — 
here requir’d : for a Rupture of the Veffels, or. 


4 Dilatation of their Mouths, that are frequent 
enough in fuch Cafes, and caufe Effufion of 


Blood, don’t appear. at firft; as Thave often- - 
times obferv’d: but fo foon as the Accidents - 
: begin. 
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begin to fhew themfelves, Operation muft not 
be “negleéted. 

It will poflibly be objected, to what I have 
faid, concerning carefully placing the broken. 
piece of Bone, in the fame Situation it had for- 
merly ;: that the Bones of other Parts of the 
Kody may be reunited by Means of a Callus, 
even when fo ill plac’d, that there is a necef- 
- fity of breaking them anew, in order to re- 

ftore them to their natural Figure: But the 
_ Anfwer is eafy ; for there is a Differeuce be-. 

tween the former Cafe, wherein a Piece or 
Splinter of Bone is feperated from the whole ; | 
and this, where the Nutricious Juice, that 
comes from the One as wellas the other Part, 
meets, diffufes it felf, and coagulates about . 
the Fraéture, and fo forms that which we term 
a Callus: but inthe other Cale, the Alimen- 
tary Liquor proceeds, and is communicated 
from one of the Parts only; and if it find no 
‘Pores rightly difpos’d to receive it, there be-. 
‘ing nothing to which it can Joyn it felf, it is. 
alter'd and corrupted ; and the loofened Piece. 
fhares with it in the fame Fate. 

As for the Operation of Trepanning, which 
I have often perform’d, feeing nothing extra- 
ordinary hath therein occur ‘a I will be It O- 
ver in Silence. 


CHAP.. 
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CHAP. IV: 
Of the Head. 


OBSERVATION Il. 


Bout the Conclufion of the Year 1689). 
a little time before the War of Savoy, 
the Vaudois cut off almoft all the Inhabitants 
of Pramol, which depends on the Valley of Ste | 
‘Martin. I was at that time Surgeon Major to _ 
the Hofpital of the Army of his Royal:High- 
nefs the Duke of Savoy: Thither were brought 
a great number of Men, Women, Maids and - 
Children in a moft deplorable Condition ; and 
among others a young Girl about nine or ten 
years of Age, who befides others. in the Body - 
_and Arms, had received eighteen er nineteen 
blows on the Head witha Cutlafs, each where- 
’ of had piere’d the Scull, fome even to the Du-~ 
ra Mater s fome Pieces of the firft Table were - 
carried away, and fome of pee Tables intirely 
feperated. 

I caus’d in the firft place, ces Parts to be 
fhav’'d as woud bear it ; and afterwards I gent- - 
ly rub’d the whole Head, with a- Liniment 
made of Unguentum de Betonica, the Yelk of an, 
Egg, and Spirit of Wine, mix’d*together: in. 
this mixture al{o I dipt large Pledgets, with 

f which: » 
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_ whichI cover’d all the Head, without: either 
Tents or Dilaters; above thefe I put Empla- 
ftrum de Betonica, and over all the ordinary 
Cap. , 7 

What her Age and Strength would allow, 
was done for diverting the Humors; and the 
firft Dreffings were left untouch’d for two 
Days; which Method was continu’d for fifteen 
Days: when we took. off the Plaifter, almoft 
at every Drefling we found Pieces of Bone 
fticking to the Pledgets: What was altoge- 
ther feparated, came away with Eeafe: And 
in fine, fuch Bones as yet adher’d to the Peri- 
cranium were reunited, and what was wanting 
in the Cranium. was {peedily fupply’d. When 
I perceiv’d the Suppuration to diminith, I 
drefs’d but once in three days. This Courfe 
I found fo fuccefsful, that in the fpace of a- 
bout five weeks the Cure was perfeély accom- 
plifht. This poor wounded Girl, was known 
to almoft all Pignerol; being very remarkable 
by the lofs of one of her Ears, which fhe had 
fuftain’d in this affi@ing Occafion. 


REFLECTION. 


This Cure is altogether to be afcrib’d te 
Nature, as being intirely her Work: and had 
not great Circumfpeétion been ufed, in pro- 
hibiting the accefs of the Air, in this Cafe, 
where the very Membranes of the Brain in: 

feveral, 


ee 4 
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feveral Places were difcover’d, it could not 
have had fo fpeedy, eafy, and fuccefsful an. 
Upfhot ; efpecially had it been manag’d in the > 
ordinary Way: For befides that the Cure would 
have been unfufferably tedious; a thoufand. 
dangerous Accidents might have arriv’d chief 
ly in an Hofpital ; where long-winded Cures 
are feldom attended with fuccefS. In fine,. 
notwithftanding the Novelty that may be 
charg’d upon this Method, it is fupported by 
the Authority of Hippocrates; who, B. 5e. 
Aph. 1.7. affirms. that the Air is an Enemy to. 
the Brain, the Bones, the Nerves, and to our 
-Naturein General. Galen in his Book De afu 
Partium, ch. 1. fays, that the Air is prejudicial 
to Ulcers, by which word he underftands all. 
Sores; and adds,that in trepanuing we ought te; 
take f{pecial care not to.cool the Brain as well 
during the Operation, as whenit is over. 
The AccefS of the Air, is not only hurtful 
to the Wounds of the Scull and Brain 5 but al- 
. fo to thofe of the other parts of the Body 5 in. 
which the Accidents are neither fo fudden, ~ 
nor fo violent; yet ought they to be regard- 
ed with all neceflary Care: for if you ever fo. 
little neglect the Confervation of the Natural 
Heat and Spirits, the wounded Member muft 
needs fail, and frequently the Owner alfa, 
fhares in the fame Deftiny.: | 


CHAP.. 
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OPA BAY. 
Of the Face. 


OBSERVATION IV. 


y N the year 1689. I being in the fame Poft, 

4 and atthe Place before mention’d,when the 
Vaudois were driven from the Valleys of Lus 
ferne: A certain Officer, whofe name civility ob- 
_jiges me to conceal, was wounded with a bro- 
ken Sword in the left Cheek, towards the cor= 
ner of the nether Jaw, about an Inch below 
the Ear; andthe Duétus Salivales were torn. 
He was at firft drefs’d by a Surgeon, who 
according to his ufual manner, dilated the 
Wound, by thrufting into it as much lint as 
it could contain. A confiderable time pafs’d, 
without any appearance of a Cure, and by. 
_ little and little it became fiftulous. I was 
call’d by the wounded Perfon to give him my _ 
Advice and Affiftance ; and forthwith I con-” 
fum’d the Callofity, by touching it nimbly 
with Tents dipt in diffotv’d Caufticks: I caus’a 
him to be fed with Jelly-broth to be taken 
with a Quill, that there might be no occafion 
to move the lower Jaw; ordering him alfo 
to keep himfelf very quiet, without either . 
{peaking or moving: and when all the Callo- 


ity 
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fity was taken off, I apply’d to the Wouud | 
the Balfam of Peru, and preffing together the 
Lips with long flender Bolfters, I covered it 
with the Styptick Plaifter of Crollius. Thus 
he was cur’d, not without difficulty ;-tho’ at 
firft it might have been done with great Eafe. 


€ HAP. Vi 
Of the Face. 


OBSERVATION V._ 


Rez in Pignercl in the year 1691, the 
) Chevalier Vauban,a Captain in the Regi- 
ment of Beaujolois, fent for me to fee his Bro- _ 
ther; who was run with a Sword into the %: 
Cheek: The Wound had been drefs’d by a | 
Surgeon, who at firftthruft into it a Tent both 
thick and long, which paf{s‘d into his Mouth ; 
and continuing the fame Method for fix or fe- 
ven Days, the Patient was thereby thrown 
into a violent Fever; and his Head-and Face - 
were exceedingly fwell'd, by reafon of the 
great Flux of Humors. et 

After we had laid afide the Tent, we found 
it neceflary to have recourfe to fuch Means as 
might divert the Humors; but the Accidents, 
which fo great an Irritation of the Parts had 
occafion’d, could not be-eafily removed ; ne-, 


yerthele!s 
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verthelefs they were at length conquer’d, tho’ 
not without difficulty ; and by means of Sar- 
coticks we compleated the Cure: but an ugly 
“Scar remain’d behind, occafion’d by the incon- 
fiderate ufe of the Tent. / 


REFLECTION. 


The Face being the Image of God, and as 
it were an Abridgment of all the Beauties of 
Nature ; whichas a little World reprefenting 
in Miniature, what is more voluminoufly dif 
play’d in the great bulk of the vaftly-extended 
Univerfe; ought doubtlefs to enjoy fome pri- 
vilege over the other parts of the Bodye:; 
Hence it is that all the Authors both Ancient 
and Modern, tho’ for the moft part they have 

allowed the ufe of Tents in all other Wounds, 

yet have they unanimoufiy condemn’d it in 
_ thofe of this Part; which neverthelefS have. 
been cur’d with wonderful Facility, and by 
the ufe ot the very weakeft of Sarcoticks. 

Fabritius ab Aquapendente, in Wounds of the 
Face recommends the ule of the dry Stitch, to 

avoid the deformity of a Scar: and indeed, 
fecing we are to preferve the Beauty of the 
-Countenance as much as poffible, they are to” 
be accounted very unskilful Surgeons , and .. 
but ill inftruéted in what belongs to their Bufi- 
nef, who employ Tents in {tach occafions : 
The Saliva feems to be that Balfam which is 

peculiar 
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; peculiar to the Face, afigned thereto by Na- 
ture, that has alfo granted to all the other 

Parts one proper to them. : 


‘CHAP. VIL 
Of the Tongue. 


OBSERVATION VI. 


EN the Year 1689. A Lieutenant of the 

Militia of Mondevis, having -his Mouth o- 
peri, as he gave orders to his Soldiers, in an In- 
counter, receiv’d a Bullet that broke and tore 
all his Tongue into five or fix pieces, which 
were not altogether feperated, but ftuck toge- 
‘ther on the upper part. He was carried to | 
the Hofpital of Luferne, and forthwith there 
drefs’d by M. de la Ramee, Mafter Surgeon at 
Turin, and skill’d in his Employ: But finding 


that with all his Care, he~was. not able to_ 4 


ftop the Flux of Blood, which was contidera- 
ble, he defir’d my Advice in this affair. 
Having fearch’d his Mouth, in order to lif 
cover from whence the Blood came, I found — 
the Bullet lodg’d under one of the corners ot . 
the lower Jaw-bone, having only. fretted the | 
Skin of that part ; and finding no other Place — 
from whence the Blood could come, but thefe 


Veins under the Tongue,call’d Ranulares,} pro- 
7 pofed 
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pofed to heat red hot three of thefe {mall caute- 
rifing Irons, which are us’d for the Teeth, and 
to apply them to the Ranulares ; which being: 
accordingly done, the Bleeding was ftopt, and 
the wounded Perfon {peedily cur’d. | 


REFLECTION. 


The Ancients have ordered ‘to ftitch the ~ 
Wounds of the Tongae, unlefS the pieces be 
altogether feparated, in which Cafe the Ope- 
ration is to no purpofe, and the Reunion im- 
pofible ; Fabricius 2b Aquapendente is of the 
fame Opinion: but as for my lf, I can fee 
no manner of neceffity for fuch Stitching 5 
feeing Nature alone, when left in Repofe to 
her felf, does excellently accomplifh the Uni- 
ting of the divided Parts without it. - Every 
body knows, that the Tongue is ficuated inthe 
Mouth under the arched Palate, and made up 
of innumerable little nipple-like Bodies, en- 
compafs'd on all fides by the Teeth, and fup- 
ported in, fuch a manner that its parts are. 
kept together, and cannot fall afunder. The 
Spittle is its Balfam, and oftentimes the only 
Remedy neceflary to cure its Wounds. This 
is what I have obferv’d in the preceeding 
Cure 5 for this Gentleman’s Tongue was, af 
ter fome fmall time, altogether fo well, that 
{carce any Signs of the Divifion of its Sub- 
france could be difcern’d: but whereas it had _ 

bre ee. oh been 
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oe .. torn by the Bullet, and: {corcht with ‘the 
Cautery; it muft of neceflity have oft of its 
Subftance ; neverthelef$ Nature found: the way 

to make up what was.wanting; and. to effeéta . 
compleat Union of the divided Parts’: from. 
wheneé I have Reafon to conclude, that what. . 

the Antients have left 1 us in Writing is.not al-. 
- ways true. 

‘| have drefs’d a great many with Fiadures. 
of the lower Jaw-bone, but’chiefly two Soldi- 
ers who were wounded in that part at ‘the. 
Battle of Marfeils, One of whom had ‘whore. 

- than half‘of- the Bone broken to pieces. 3+ whe. 
nevertheleS were perfectly curd, as others” 
had been: they are at this time amongft the 
‘Jnvalids, being difabled, and much deform’ de> 

Of thefe I wilh not {peak more particularly, . 
having obferv'd nothing. Extr agree in their” 
Cafe. 


(CHAP. VIL. 
Of the Neck. 
OBSERVATION VU. « 


T would be both tedious, and unprofitabley 
{ here to relate Examples of Wounds in the 
Neck, of which I have cur’d a great number,” 
in very little, cai and with ~~ Remedies. 
on: lye 


a 
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‘only. L have: alfo feveral times taken out 


Bullets , which - have been lodg’d there ..for 
fome time, yea many Years. I fhall content - 


my {elf thérefore to give my Thoughts of 
what I ‘judge neceflary to the fpeedy Cure of 
Wounds.of this ‘part, in the following: €hap- 
ter. = 

, ecco trai 


An eg? ucients agree in this, that Wontiis 


if thé Neek, tho’ paffing quite thorow,. are a>. | 


fily enough cured, provided the great Vef 
_fels; and Spinal Marrow be not ‘hurt: But 
they give no fufficient Reafon for’ their: Opini- 
(0m. ik know not if I have hit the Matter a- 


vvighés ‘but in my Opinion it proceeds from . 


‘this, that the ufe of Tents has been laid afide, 
which ‘in the Wounds of this Part cannot be 
-employ’d, ‘becaufe of the neceflary Ufes of 
‘the Wind-pipe and Gullet, that would be hin- 


dred. by fo hard a Bandage as is vegas ‘d to 


7 keep i in a Tent. 

Tt is. therefore, sieoiitiags to my @sinion. 
Nature her felf, who being freed from Impe- 
_diments,. (peedily heals up the Wounds of the 
Neck; and this greatly confirms the Reafon- 
ablenefs of my Method ; for thofe who fear, 
left the Omiifion of Tents, fhould- bring on Ab- 
feefles; Bags, and Sinutes ; have more Rea- 
Be ghd . fon, 
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-fon to apprehend fiuch Accidents in theWounds 
of this; than in thefe of any other part. 

"Tis well known that this part is obnoxi-— 
ous not only to the Bronchocelé, Affiux of cold 
Huniors, and Quinfie ; but alfo to Phiegmons, - 

t. Antkonies Fire, and all other Indifpofitions . 
in general that affliét the whole Body: for. 
this Part, by reafon of the Glands, that here 
are very numerous, is always charg’ with 


abundance of ‘Humors, which render it fub- 
30 to all fuch Diforders as proceed from thefe 
_ thrown out upon the parts. 


It muft alfo be own’d, that there is not a-_ 


ny Part in all the Body, which in proportion 


to its bignefs, contains any thing nigh fo great 
lood-Veffels as are here to be. 

And in fine, af it were true that the ule 
of Tents would prevent Fluxions, Collections 
of Matter, Bags, and Sinufes; I know no o- 
ther place. of the Body, that when wounded, 


‘would be in moreneed of them, than the Neck 5 


which is extreamly fubje&t to fuch Accidents. | 

. Wherefore, fince Wounds of the Neck, that 
of all the Parts is moft liable to dangerous 
Symptoms, may not only without Tents be 
curd, but even much more fafely and fpeedi- 


Jy than with ’em; we may conclude that 


thefe of other Parts, ought to be treated a}fa. 

with the fame Gentlenef&S, and fet at Liberty 

from the Tyranny of Tents. Si cata 
i oes, CHAP. 
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CHAP. IX. 
Of the Breatt. 


OBSERVATION VIM.» 


Eing at Pignerol in the Month of 4pril, 
1692. M. de- Fontaniere, Commander of 
the King’s Battalion, received'a Thruf with 
a Sword, about two Inclres above the right 
Nipple, and in the Side thereof. towards the 
Arm-pit, which enter’d the Body between the 
third and fourth Rib. pe hk 
He was drefs'd by one of the Surgeons in. 
Pignerol ; before which he had loft, according 
to conjecture, about between -feven and eight 
Pounds of Blood; and notwithftanding of the 
Dreffings, the Flux of Blood. did ftill conti- 
nue ; for which Reafon I was fent for by the 
Wounded Perfon and his Friends. I fearcli’d* 
the Wound in prefence of hin that had for- 
merly drefs'd it, and drew. from-it between 
eight and nine Ounees of Blood: And left at | 
firft I fhould appear ridiculous, I permitted it 
to be drets'd with a Tent, and immediately af- 
ter caus‘d, him to be let Blood; and advifed 
his Friends to difpofe him, to fet his Affairs in 
Order. All the figns weredangerous ; his 
Pulfe was weak and convulfive, he had frequent 
“Swoonings, and Pains over all his Body. A 
~Clyfter was given him, and fome weak Cordi+ 
i ee als. 
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alsin good Broth. A little after the Bleeding, 
he was feiz’d with a Fever: and all thefe Acci- 
dents concurring, made us queftion whether. 
he could outlive that night; which yet he did. 
in great pains over all the Breaft, and perpe- 
* tual reftlefnefs. 

In the morning, Which was the end of the 
fir Day of his Wound, we took off the Dref- 
fings ; and found that it had bled all night 5 
between tix and feven Ounces of Blood half 
corrupted iffuing from the Wound,. which was 
dreft as the Day before. “The Chyfter was re- 
peated : we gave him Aperitives and Vulneraries 
in Syrup of Violets: And in his Broths a Dia- 
phoretick made up of fome grains of Vitriol 
calcin'd, and the powder of a Human Scull, 
which gave no {mall Relief, being a Specifick in 
fuch fort of Wounds. 

After the Drefling, the Blood yet run from 
the Wound into the Bed; and as we were 
preparing to Bleed him again, news were 
brought him, that he behov’d to change his 
Lodgings; and for his greater fecurity, to fomie 
Place‘at a confidersbie diftance from that 
where hewas. In this occafion, his ‘Removal 
threatned no lefs than Death; for this was but 
the beginning of the fecond Day: of the Wound. 
1 was willing to fee it before ‘his Departure, 
tho’ it had been dreff’d but 2 little time before: 
but having perceiv’d, at the laft Drefling, that 
- fome Blood run a from one of thefe Arteries ae 
pa S 
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pais along the lower part of each Ribs and ha= 
ving only out of complaifanee continued the 
- Tent, I defign’d to ufe one of anether fort than — 
had been yet done, feeing there was now no. 
time to leofe. "si er | 

I prepar’d therefore a foft Tent, indifferent- 
ly thick, and blunt at the end, that it might 
zeit upon the Rib, without touching the Plea- 
ra, or paffing into the Cavity of the Breaft :. 
This being-dipt in a fimple Digeftive, and 
roul’d in Vitriol finely pulveriz’d, I apply’d 
with a broad head as is ufual, together with 
the reft of the Dreffings, and the Plaifter of 
AndreasaCruce. After having taken fome 
Broth, he was put into a Chairand carried to 
. his new Lodgings, where he might remain 
‘more conveniently; By the way he only loft 
alittle Blood, tho’ many had been of Opini- 
en, he could never come alive to the end: 
thereof. 

He -refted a little that nights and in the 
Morning, which was the end of the fecond 
_ Day, the Fever was ftill pretty violent 5 the 
Wound was without Moifture or Blood; the 
. Pleura was reunited : he felt a Heavinels, and 
breath’d with fome difficulty. The Wound 
we dreft now with a fmall Dilater only, to 
which for more fecurity a long thread was ty'd,. 
applying the ether things as before. I bled. 
him in the Atm; and encreafing the Dole of 
the Diureticks withthe Syrup of Maiden-hair, 

As 7: ; ae eae order’ & 


* 
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order’d an Emulfion to be taken at night with — 
two Grains of Laudanum. 
All thefe things fucceeded fo well, that the 
next Day, whieh was the end of the third 
fince he was. wounded, I found the Fever dimi- — 
nifhed : He breathd more freely; felt little — 
or no heavinefs ; and in the Night time had 
voided fuch abundance of Urine, that we may 
reafonably enough fuppofe this to have beena - 
critical Evrcuation 3 he had alfo fpit ftore of 
_ bloedy-Matter. The Wound being now in a 
very good condition, from this time forward 
I drets d it with a Plaifter only. 
At night I obferv’d a Moifture upon him; 
which made me believe, that Nature might ac- 
complifh the reft of her work by Sweat. ~ 
‘Wherefore, that I might not let flip fo favora- 
ble an Ocealion, and to affift Nature, I caus’d 
prepare for him a Potion with the diftill’d — 
Waters of Carduus benedifus and. of Scabious, 
four Grains of Diaphoretick Antimony, half 
a Dram of the Confettion of Hyacinth and of Al 
Wee : 
kermes, a little of the Powder of. Vipers, and’ 
two or three drops of the Spirit of Sal-arme- 
niac. This Remedy being given fo feafonably 
procur’d a thorough Sweat; and in the Morn- 
ing, which was the.end of the fourth Day of 
the Wound, the Fever was gone; the weight 
upon the Diaphragm remov’d; and- he breath’d 


without difficulty: and finally, all thefe Symp- 


toms Pee Bocca the Wound was only 
as  “dreft 


+ 


wk 
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dreft with a Sarcotick Plaifter, as if it had been. 
_ @ fimple Excoriation. . | 
The Day after, which was the fifth of his 
- Wound, he mounted his Horfe without help,. 
and went to Diblon for a more pure and tem- 
perate Air, where he no longer kept his Bed, 
tho’ he found not thereby the leaft Inconveni- 
ency. There I purg’d him twice, which was 
done not out of any abfolute neceffity thereof, 
but as an expedient precaution : I advis’d 
‘him alfo for atime to live fomewhat moderat- 
ly. Thus that Wound which appear’d to us 
at firft Mortal, and was attended with a nu- 
merous train of dangerous Symptoms, was in 
five Days time compleatly cured, to the A- 
mazement of all Pignerol. 


REFEECTION.- 


- This Method of Practice, will appear at 
firft to be ridiculous, and rath, to thofe who 
have not confidered fo much as I have done, 
the fnrprifing Works of Nature; nor tnefe fecret 
Paffages fhe finds out, to difcharge her {elf of 
what is tronblefome to her in like Cafes; nor 
how in particular fhe oftentimes effeéts a Crifts 
by the way of Urine. ; 

But feeing experience has frequently taught 
us, that an Empyema in the Breaft, has. heen. 
carried off by means of Diureticks, the Matter, 
as the Ancients thought pafling to. the Urina-. 
pete eg. | ty 
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ry Veffels through the Vena azygos, but much 
more probably ‘through Ways to us yet un- | 
known, why may not a little extravafated . 
Blood contain’d in the cavity of the Breaft, or 
lying upon the Diaphragm, be difcharg’d by 
the fame Ways, or by thofe of Sweat, efpeci- 
ally if Nature be therein affifted by the ufe of _ 
Diaphoreticks ° 
By thefe Ways then, now’ mention’d, the 
Breaft may be fufficiently freed from Humors: 
that Opprefs it; chiefly ina young and vigo- 
rous Body: neither is there now Place for a- 
ny to doubt of this, of which fo many People 
in our Dayshave been Eye-witnefles, who can - 
yet teftifie the fame. x. 
Wherefore,there is no Reafon to be fo obfti-. 
nately bent, for ufing Tents in Wounds of the 
Breaft; unlefS it be to carry 4ffringents to fome 
place,whether otherwife they could not reach 5 
or to fupport and keep them on: But in all o- 
ther Cafes they ought intirely to be laid afide: 
For by exafperating fuch parts as they touch, 
they are apt to renew the Fluxof Blood; they 
hinder the clofing up of the Wound 5 and by wi- 
dening the Divifion of the Pleura, occafion an 
Inflammation thereot. ~ ar 
It alfo freqnently falls out, when a Teut is 
femething long, that it touches the Lungs, and 
pruifes em by reafon of their continutl Moti- 
on, and beating againft its Point 5 yea often- 
- times it enters into,and divides theirSubftance, 
| making: 
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making its way through the invefting Mem- 


brane, now brought to Suppuration. In 
Wounds alfo where the Lungs are not {poil’d,- 


_ there being only a fimple Divifion of their 


Subftance with a fharp.Inftrument, a Tent 
may increafe the Separation, and by iritating 
the Parts, caufe a difcharge of Humors there- 
upon, and’ great Suppurations, which end or- 
dinarly in incurable Fiftula’s.- 

Moreover a Tent preffes upon the Mufcules 
of Refpiration, and’ permits not the Patient 
either to cough, fpit, or breath freely: It 
hinders the Circulation of the Blood, by bear- 
ing on the Veffels ; fo that the wounded is in 
danger of Suffocation, by the collection of | 
Blood, Matter, or Phlegm, and oftentimes of 
all three together; unlefS they are by fome 
Means difcharged :- But if there is not a fufh-- 
cient quantity of one or all of thefe, to produce 
fuch an Effect; and if the Lumgs are yet at liber- . 
ty to perform their wonted motions, yet thefe - 


’ Humors will there ferment, and corrupt 5 and 


eccafion putrifaction in the parts that contain: 
x 
em.. | 

But afterall, this Accident may fometimes- 


have an happy Event; anda bad Caufe may 


by chance produce a good Effect. For our 
Body, as we areinform’d by Anatomy, being. 
nothing elfe but a Contexture of Veflels 5 it 


“may happen in Wounds of the Breaft, that the 
Blood-or. Matter colle&ed in the Subftance of : 


the- : 
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_. the Lungs, or upon the Midziff, may there un- 
dergo a Ferméntation, and thereby, together 


~~” thefe Humors being taken into and mixed with 
the Blood, rarify, fubtilife, and difpofe it to 
_ throw of the Offending Matter, either by 


- Sweat, Urine, or other Crifes of alike Nature; 


according tothe Difpotition of the Body. 
~ And farely we need make no great difficul- 


rae _ ty, to believe that fuch a thing might happen 


in a Wound of the Breaft, if we will contider 
what befelf’M. de Ja Place, a Captain in the 
Regiment of Barrois, who voided by Stool 
the Matter of a great Abfcefs in his Arm, Oc- 


with the Heat and Moifture of the part, open ~ 
and’ dilate the Pores of the Veins; whereby | 


cafion’d by a Wound he had received in that 


Part ; of which we will give you a particular 
account in the laft Chapter of this Book; as 


alfo of another wounded in the laft Campaign, 


from whom the Matter, that was contain’d 


_ within the Breaft, was drawn away by open- 
-ing the Vena Median, with a defign only to 
tet Blood. 


In fine we may fay; tho’ the ways by wilick 


thefe Crifey were effected are not altogether 
known tous; yet it is very certain that there 
are fuch: and feeing Nature is not ignorant of 
them; we ought to leave to her conduct, the 
- Succefs of a Work, whereof fhe ought to have 
all the Honour, and- which fhe-alone. brings 

to. 
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to pafs; our part being only to wait upon her, 


and affift her in her Defign. 


| Galen in his 5 Book de Jocis, hath obferv’d’ % 


oe 


that Matter contain’d in the Breaft, is often=— 


\ times carried off by Urive,. the fame thing alfo 
he affirms in his 6th Book de partium Morbs.. 
Andreas a Cruce, a famous Phyfician of Ve= 


nice, in the firft Section of: his fourth Book of: 


Surgery,in expreis terms-forbids the ufe of Tents - 


and Pipes in the Wounds of the Breaft; he 
advifes only to ufe a Plaifter, the Advantage 
of which I have thorowly experienced. 
Fabricius ab Aquapendente, Part I. Book 2. 
Chap. 42. fays, that he has often feen the 


Matter contain’d in the Breaft in a Pleurifie, © 


or Peripneumonia, difchargd by. Urine. He 
relates an Authentiek Hiftory of a Wound 
piercing into the Cavity of the Breaft, which 


having been drefsd as a fimple One of — 


the common Teguments, the Patient was oa 
a fudden furpriz’d with fuch Symptems, as 
plainly difcovered the Nature of the Wound. 
Fhat he might be relieved with as much eafe 
as poffible, and not put to. the torment of a 
-Counter-opening, it was thought expedient to 
dilate the Wound’; but it was fa well clos’d up, 
that the Operation of the E mpyema Was re- 
folv’'d on next Day. Ent during the Night 
fage Nature had accomplifh’d the Work; a 
Glafs full of Blood being vcided by the Urina- 
| oY Bare whereby the Spitting of Blood, 
Difficuley 


ago aie Hofpital-Surgeon. 
difficulty of Breathing, and all the other Ac- 
cidents were compleatly remov'd.. 0. 7 

The fame Author, recommends on fach Oc- 
cafions, the ufe of ftrong Diureticks, unlefsa _ 
Fever hinder :. and'in the above-cited Chap- 
ter,.he.fays, that there are fome, who will 
not allow Wounds of the Breaft to be kept 
open, but fuffer them to clofe ; left other- | 
wife the Natural Heat might be difpers'd, and~ 
the cold Air fhould enter in,. and fpoil the 
neighbouring Parts :. He adds,. that the Ute: 
of Tents occations Fiftula’s.. 

Ambrofius Pareus, Book 10. Chap.-32. ap- 
proves the. Pra@ice of thofe, who make ufe 
of Tents in Wounds of the Breaft; and elfe-_ 
where commends fiich as employ them not :.. 
{6 that as to this Point he feems to have been _ 
undetermin’d, and inconfiftent with himfelf. 

In the fame Chapter alfo, he {peaks of a: 
Cure done by himfelf without Tents; and af- - 
terwards he aftirms, that Fiftula’s, which fol- 
low upon Wounds of the Breaff, are oftentimes 
eccafion’d only: by the Ufe of them.. ‘The fame 
Author,.in the 51th Chapter of, the 17th 
Book of his Treatife of Matter and’ Blood that 
may be carried off by the Veins, demenitrates by: 
many Reafons that fuch an Evacuation may 

bes and fhews that. Galen was of the fame 
Mind. . | seal ag 

Hollerius in his Commentaries, is of the fame’ 
Opinion; and M..Verduc, Tom. Q.:-chap. 28. 

| ‘affirm 
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affirms that Wounds of the Breaft, the more 
they are expofed to the Air, are fo much the 
' more dangerous. . 

It would be a very tedious task to recount 
all the Authors, that have approved. of this 
Method, altho’ it is but little put in Pra@icc : 
And it would be a very eafie Matter to bring 
many Examples, of Cures wrought by Nature 
through fecret and occult paflages conveying. 


Humors and Matter, into other Parts than 
what were firft affeéted.. 


CHAP: X.. 
Of the Breaft. 
OBSERVATION. IX. 


a, Pent the end of the Year 1693, there: 
- was brought to the Hofpital of the King 
at Brainfon, a Granadeer of the Regiment of 
Touraine; together with a Servant of M. De 
Lefferaine formerly Commiffary at Pigzerol. 
The firft, was run into the fide-part of the 
Breait, between the third and fourth Ribs, with 
a Sword, Which paitinto the capacity.of the _ 
Thorax, and pierced the Lungs. The ufual — 
. Symptoms appear’d at firft;- and Diverfions 
were made. The firft and fecond Day, fome 
Blood came fronx the Wound 3: which was pos 
ref 
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dreft with the Plaifter of Andreas a2 Cruce, 
without either Tent or Dilater. . Diureticks 
alfo and Diaphoreticks were us’d 3 and upon. 
the fourth Day he voided great abundance of 
Urine: by which critical Evacuation, he was 
- freed from the Fever, Difficulty of Breathing, — 
weight upon the Midriff, and {pitting of Blood: 
and ‘on the fourteenth Day he was compleatly | 
‘eurdy. 
. The Other:Had received: jn {uch anether 
Wound, piercing in like manner; only higher — 
by one Rib: The Symptoms, were fo violent, 
that tho’ it was immediately drefs’d, yet was 
there no hope of Cure. He was treated after the 
fame manner as the former :. But he was much 
more fpeedily curd, by means of an univerfal 
Sweat; whereby that very Day all the Acci--. 
dents were remov’d. In eight Days time, he. . 
went ont from the Hofpital intirely curd. 
Were I togive a particular account of the 
numerous Cures of alike nature,.that have been 
done according to this Method, there would be 
enough to fill a great Volumes all which were _ 
neither attended with any evilAccidents during 
the time of the Cure,nor followed by any after 
it; nor did they ever leave Fiftula’ s behind ’em. 
Ifhall fpeak of Gunfbot-Wounds, in the follow- 
ing Chapter. 
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Of the Breaft. 


OBSERVATION X. . 


N the Year 1692. there was babiicht to 

the forefaid Hofpital of Brianfon, a Prifo- 
ner of the Army of Savey; who was wounded 
with a Bullet, that entred near the right Pap - 
towards the Arm-pit; and pafs’d out of the. 
Body four Finger’s breadth from the fixthVer- 
tebre of the Back; having in its way broken 
afunder the fourth Rib. 

-I enlarg’d both the Orifices, but a little 
more that of the Back, which was fomewhat 
lower than the other. We drefs’d him only - 
once a Day at firft, without either Tents or 
Dilaters 5 and fides! the hinder Orifice came 
forth a-Certain thin watery Humor; which E- 
vacuation continued till the falling of the E- 
{car; after which time he was drefS’ a only once 
in two Days. I kept the laft mention’d Ori- 
fice open from time to time by means of a 
piece of prepared Spunge3; conje€turing, that 
there were fome Splinters of Bone to be dif 
charg’d ; which accordingly came to pafs 
without any pain, about the eighteenth Day 

a the Wound: from that time forth I endea= 
vourd 
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vour'd to heal it up, applying between the Ori- 
fices Compreffes, dipt in warm Wine. Du- 
ring this Cure, I could obferve no fenfible 
Crifes ; nor did any Accident happen: It 
was finifhed in thirty. Days.. 


REFLECTION. 

In thisWound the Lungs were untouch’d, for 
any thing that appear’d; a Rib only being bro- 
ken,and the Pleura hurt :.which indeed had been 
fufficient to. produce fatal Accidents 3 had any. 
other Methed been followed: for if in this 


Cafe, Tents had been ufed 3 or had the Wound: © 


been.cram’d. full of Doffs 1s, as has been often. 


done on fuch occafions 3 the Matter proceed> — 
ing from the Diffolution of the Efear and the 


Contufion, being pent up betwen thé two 


Orifices, and ftill. encreafing, and finding no 
Vent; would infallibly have broken into the 


Cavity of the Breaft; from whence it could 
not have been drawn forth, but by the Opera- 
tion of the Empyema.. 


An Ancident like unto this, happened this | 


Year to a famous Officer of our Army in Savoy; 


who having receiv’d a Wound which was 


thought to peneteate, and really did fo, was. 


drefs'd with Tents; but the Matter finding the — 


Way, by which it fhould.have been difcharg’d: 


from the Body, altogether intercepted; and. _ 


pafing among the broken pieces of a fraétur’d: 
Rib, diffusd it felf into the Capacity of the 
Thorax ° 


| 
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‘Thorax : And in this Condition he dyed, hav- 


ing his Breaft fullof Matter. 


CHAP. Xa 
Of the Breatt. 


OBSERVATION XL 


Pon the twelfth Day of June, 1693. The 

Marquefs De Larray, Lieutenant Gene- 
ral, took by Storm a Poft in the Valley of 
Baroelonetta and in this Occafion, had five 
and twenty, or thirty Men wounded ; who 
were brought to our Hofpital of Brianfon = 
and among others there was one call’d Simon 
Contaut, of the Regiment of Vemndofme, and 
Company of Berole. This Man had receiv’d 
a Bullet, which went in hard by the fixth Ver- 
tebra of the Back 3 breaking in its Paflage the 
tranfverfe Procefs on the right fides and 
came out on the fore part of the Thorax, be- 
tween the fecond and third Rib towards the 
left fide. 

This Wound was attended, with all the 
moft dangerous Symptoms, that ufe to appear 
when the Lungs are wounded; being one of the | 
moft confiderable that had been under Cure in 


this Hofpital. 


T here. 
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There was not here any need of dilating the ° 
Orificess the largenefs of the’fize of the Bul- — 
jet, having done it to fome purpofe: The 
- Wounds were dreft without any Tent, but only 
with large Pledgets, and a good agglutinative 
Plaifter ; the Compreffes and Bandage being 
fuch as is ufiial. Diverfions were made with- 
‘out delay ; and a courfe of Diet appointed < 
He was drefs’d but once a Day, and that with 
all poffible Speed. 

‘The hinder Orifice of the Wound did blow 
with fuch force, that all the By-ftanders were 
furprizd thereat; and fuch a prodigious quan- 
tity of Water did iffue from it; that oftentimes 
it was neceflary to change the Linnens twice 
a Day. Diuretick and vulnerary Potions were 
given. * 

This large Evacuation, continued for a- 4 
bout twelve or fourteen Days ; after’ which 
the wounded Perfon was dred but once in 
two Days. The twentiethand firft or twen- 
tieth and fecond Day, the Opening of the 
Pleura on the Back was perfeétly clos’d up.5 
that before having preceeded it fome Days. 
There was doshine came away that we could 
obferve, either frig the broken Procefs, or 
the Ribs that had been touch’d in the paflage 
of the Bullet: and im thirty five Days, or ~ 
thereabout,. the Orifices w ere both intirely 
fill’d Up. 


or 
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REFLECTION... 


This wounded Man was fent to the Hofpi- 
tal, as one of whom all hopes had been laid 
afide: for the Surgeon Major of the Regiment, 
who at firft dreft him with great Care, told 
“his Captain that his Death was inevitable. 

. This fame Captain, about a Month. after 
coming to Brianzon, with the Lieutenant Col- 
lonel of his Regiment, who had been wounded 
with a Sword; was niuch furpriz’d when he 
was vifited at his Lodgings by this Soldier, 
who was at that time as vigorous, as before he 
had receiv’d his Wounds; at which he now 
had only a Plaifter. The Surgegn alfo tefti- 
fied to me his Amazement ; and enquired, af- 
ter what manner [I had proceeded, to accom- 
plifh that Cure in fo fimall a time. 

This Cure is of it felf fufficent to evince, 
that in Wounds of the Breaft, there is no 
need of Tents; and moreover does demon- 
ftrate ; that the Operation of the Empyema, is 
attended with much better Succefs, when per- 
formed on the hinder, than on the lateral 
Parts of the Thorax: For this Operation is 
done, with defign to give a Paflage, to the 
extravafated Blood; and to evacuat the Mat- 
ter contain’d in the Cavity ot the Breaft; for 
which purpofes this Place,is much more conve- 
nient than the others; the Humors being = 

3 i] 
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by difcharg’d fo foon as bred, unlefS they be 
retain’d by Tents: The wounded are not trou- 
bled with violent Agitations ; but enjoy a pro- 
found Quiet: The Parts have liberty to per- 
form the neceflary Motions; and Nature atts 
without conftraint ; finding always the ways 
open, by which fhe may deliver her felf from 
what iscontrary, and hurtful unto her; fo 
that nothing is now to hinder her from clo- 
fing up the Wound, when ever fhe fhall find 
her felf difpofed fo to do. : | 
‘Jf then Gunfhot-Wounds of this Nature, not- 
withftanding the Havock that the Bullet 
ynakes in the Places through which it paffes, 
are {6 eafily and fpeedily cured, by this Me- 
thod ; we have all the Reafon in the World 
to believe, that the Wounds, made by Sharp In- 
ftruments, where there is ordinarly only a fime | 
ple Solution of Continuity, may be cured 
with much greater facility. 
But we muft obferve, that in this Way of © 
Dreffing, great Care is to be had, of covering 
fach Wounds with good fubftantial Pledgets 
of fuch bignefs, that there may be no danger 
of their being pufh’d into. the cavity of the 
- Breaft, by the weight of the incumbent Airs 
_ And upon the Pledgets we muft apply a ftrong 
and agglutinative Plaifter ; fuch as that of An- 
dreas aCrace which alfo muft be fuftain'd with 
a Comprefs of four doubles, and all: kept on 
with the Napkin and Scapulary.; all which 
| oF Precau- 
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Precaution is neceflary to withftand the en-_ 
_ try of the Air, which otherwife,the ule of Tents 
being laid afide,might pa& into the 7, horax, and 
there produce fatal Accidents, 

M. Verdue, Tom. 1. Chap. 14. advifes not 
to ufe Tents in Wounds of the Breaft, for toe 
‘Jong a time; left thereby incurable Fiftula’s 
be occafion’d. 


CHAP. XIIL 
Of the Breatt. 
OBSERVATION XI. 


Wee I was at Luferne, there was hrought 

‘to. the Hofpital, in the Year 1689. 
a Soldier of the Regiment of Saluce, who was - 
Wounded with a Stilletta, (which is a Weapon 
made in form of a Poniard) on the fide of the 
Cartilago enfiformis; the Wound, as was’ evie 
dently to be feen, when it was dilated, paffing 
upwards by the fhort Ribs, and piercing the 
Midriff in its flefhly part. 

He was drefs’d with a Pledget only, cove- 
red with an Incarnative that was pretty liquid. 
The necefflary Diverfions were perform’d, and 
fuch a Diet was ordered, as fuited beft with 
the greatnefs of the Wound, and the Strength 

‘ | and 
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and ‘Conftitution of-the Patient. He was | 
drefs’d only once in two Days. The Suppura- - 
tion was but very fmall; and in the fpace of 
eight or nine Days, he was compleatly cu-- 
red. ; 


REFLECTION. 


If this Wound had been drefs’d with Tents, 
after the ordinary Manner; I leave it to be 


-Judg’d by every one, if fuch a defirable Suc- 


cefs could have been expeéted; feeing, the 
Tent would unqueftionably have caus‘d fear- 


ful Irritations of the Diaphragma, which with- 


out it is with great difficulty brought to re- 
unite, becaufe of its perpetual and neceffa- 
ry Motion. In fine, this Wound, how incon- | 
fiderable foever it might appear, had certain- | 
ly prov’d Mortal, if it had been ftuff’d with - 
an Extrancous Body. which by encreafing the 
divifion of the Midriif, would have prov'd 
an Impediment to its Aétion: For every Bo- 
dy knows, that Wounds in its nervous Part 
are deadly ; and that thefe in the flefhly Part, 
may become fo,when exafperated by itl Treat- 
ment, or negletted. 


CHAP. 


The Hof} pital-Surgeon. aire is’ 
CH AP. XIV, . 
A Remark on One that was wounded in - 
the Breaft. 


OBSERRVATION Xx. 


N the laft mention’d Year, andin the fame 

Hofpital ; one of the wounded died on the 
fifth or fixth Day of his Wound: And becaufe 
it had not at all appear'd to be mortal, the 
Bullet having but glanc’d upon him, whereby 
the fifth Rib, was only broken, and the 
Pleura {lightly hurt, I opened him » that. E 
might difcover the Caufe of his Death. At 
firft I was of Opinion, that an Afthma, with 
which he was afHi€ed when alive ; and which 
had almoft quite difabled him for Services - 
had conduced much to the fhortning of his — 
Days: But I was convinc’d of my miftake, - 
when I _perceiv’d al] the Parts in the Breaft 
In a very good Condition 3 Only the Heart had 
its Ventricles fill’d with Polypufes of the thick- 
neis of a large writing Quill, and about the 
length of the little Finger ; there being four 
in the right, and two in the left Ventricle, 

Ifwe may give credit to Dr. Lowey of Oxford, 
‘in his Treatife on the Motion of the Heart : 
We may ealily enough account ter the Death 
ait . G of 
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of this Man. He fays, that in order to con | 


tinue the Circulation of the Blood, and to fend © 


‘a convenient quantity thereof through the Vel 
‘fels 5 the two Ventricles of the Heart mutt be 


ofan equal Capacity, and moreover that they 


smutt have alike Strength, to undergo this La- 


bour. Now this Equality not being to be- 


found, inthe Heart of him of whom we fpeak 5 


4ts motion muft needs have been deprav'd by 


the Difproportion of the weight of the Pelypu- 
fes; and by the Inequality of the capacity of 


“the Ventricless or becaufe the Heart being o 


verchargd, could not contraét it felf without 

much difficulty ; fo that remittting much of 
its Motion, it became weak and languifhing : 

and the Midriff alfo, to which it is always ty, 
did loot its neceflary vigour 5 efpecially after 
his receiving the Wound 3 by Reafon of which, 
the Breaft could not be dilated, without trou- 


“bleand Pain, becaufe of the broken Rib, and 


of the Solution of continuity of the Pleura, Ine 
tercoftal Muicles, and Mutcles of Refpiras 
tion; Wherefore the Heart and Lungs being 
depriv’d of their neceflary Relief 3 Suffocati- 
on and Death were unavoidable. ) 
Tho’ this is a Subject forreign to our pre= 
fent Defign; yet we judg’ it would not be a-~ 
mi, here to take notice of it, for Caution, — 
and Advice to others in a like Occafion. 


an CHAP, 
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SLA <a og oar, 4 

Of the lower Belly and Loins. - 
OBSERVATION XIV, 


YN the fame Year 1688. a Soldier of the Re- 
giment of Montferrat, called Sans Soucy, 
was wounded by a Bullet ; which entring be- | 
fore at the Region of the ‘Navel, came out be- 
hind at that of the Reins, piercing the right 
Vreter, asit pal’d along. He was at firf 
drefs'd by one of the Mafter-Surgeons of Ju- 
vin, who us'd to affiftus ; which he perform’d 
after hisown Way. 
_ The Orifice which was in the Belly, not- 
withftanding the Tents which he usd 7 Was = 


clos'd up, after the falling off of the Efcar of 


the Teguments : but it fared otherwife with 
that in the Back; for that Surgeon being care- 
ful to keep it open with a thick and long Tent, 
hinder’d alfo the Re-uniting of the Ureter , 
which occufion’d the Urine to come forth a¢ 
the Wound. having feen him one Day, ad- 
vis'd the Surgeon {peedily to take away the 
Tent, if he would avoid an incurable Fiftula : 
but my Words were to no purpofe ; for had 
he comply'd with em, he would have thought 
he had offended againft the Rules of Art, and 
G 2 ancient 
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ancient received Maxims ; with which my Ad- 
-vice was inconfiftent. . i 

Some Days after, feeing this Wound in a 
very bad Condition ; being covered with a. 
whitifh Flefh almoft without Senfe, and ready’ 
to become a Callus ; 1 was willing to prevent: 
the fatal Confequences of that indifcreet Dref 
fing : wherefore, with a diffolv’d Cauftick, Ii 
confum’d all that appear’d callous about the: 
lips of the Wound ; cauling alfo fome of it to 
pafs into the Cavity thereof: and leaving out 
the Tent, 1 expected the Difcharge, of what 
the Catftick had mortify’d < When the Flefh 
“had regain’d its ufual Colour, without. lofs 0 
time, I fyring’d into the Wound fome Balfa, 
anick Water. I alfo usd the Balfam of Peru: 
alone for fome Days; and after that, the Styp: 
tick Plaifter of Crollius, with little Jongifll 
- Comprefies. that were plac’d on the twe 
~ Sides of the Wound, to prefs together th: 
Brims. Thus the Wound begun to be fills 
syp; and the Urine did by little and little re 
fame it’s former Courfe ; and in about 18 
20 Days, the Wounded Perfon was perfedtll 
curd. * . 

REFLECTION. 

In the Progrefs of this Cure, may evident 
iy be perceived the difference, between tl 
Method us’d by many Surgeons, fondly coi 

7 : | .  ceite 
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seited of their own Opinions ; ; and that which- 
E praGife: for if in this Cafe, the firft had * 
Been continued: but for eight Days time, the 
Wound had become either extreamly difficult, 
erimpoffible tu be cur’d. This is confirm’d. 
by the Wound in the Belly the fpeedy Cure 
whereof, is to be attributed to the Motion of 
the Inteftines ; which, contrary to the Deiign 
and Defire of the Surgeon, expell’d the Tent 
fo foon as apply’d, in fuch fort that it was 
compleatly cur’d,. a little after. the falling of 
the Efcar. 

Wherefore we can never too much blame 
thofe, who are fo obftinately wedded to the 
Ufle of Tents, in Wounds of the lower Belly s. 
they ought altogether to be laid atide, in {pite 
of all the Objections that may be made on 
their behalf, for which undoubtedly there is 
no Real Ground. Experience gain’d by Pra- 
étice, has fo undeceiv’d me touching the Ufe 
af Tents, that I have left off the Ufe of them,. 
not only in the lower Belly, but even in all o-- 
ther places of the Body, unlefs upon a very 
prefling Neceffity :. But in Wounds of the E- 
mulgent Veffels of the Reins, of the Ureters; 
and of the Bladder ; as alfo.in thofe of the 
Joynts, they occafion . Accidents which often-- 
times prove mortal: or otherwife leave be-- 
hind them Infirmities, that ever. after render. 
Life miferable. . 


G 3 CHAP.. 
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CHAP. XVL 
Of the Ventticle. 
OBSERVATION Xv. 


Ge ax of the principal Deputies of the Ho- 
{pital of Brianzon, in the Spring of the 
Year 1695. receiv’d a Wound in the upper 
and middle part of the right Hypochondrium $ 
piercing in appearance to the Ventricle, or to 
the Rylorns. Y could not find out the depth 
of the Wound with the Probe ;_notwithftand- 

ing of all the Poftures I could put the Pati- 
ent in. But an Accident that immediately 
_ fell out difcovered the truth of the matter : 
_ for tho’ he had fupp’d very flightly, he vomi- 
ted up again all he kad taken, mix’d with 
pure Blood. I immediately dilated modeé 
rately the Wound; that a free Paflage 
inight be left to the Blood, that,-poffibly, . 
was extravalated in the lower Belly, or 
to the Matter, that might afterwards breed 
there. I drefs’d him with a Pledget only, 
upon which Lapply’d a fuitable Plaifter and 
Bandage. I bled him a little after, and or- 
dered a very exatt Courfe of Diet : the Blood 
was thin, muddy, and corrupted; whereby I 
perceiv’d the ill Habit and fickly Difpofition of 

: - ie 
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his Body. He fpent the Night i in ReftieheR,.- 
-becaute of Pains overall the tower Belly, and 
a violent Fever, which kept him from sleep. 
In the Morning I repeated the bleeding: He 
had feveral Motions to. vomit, but eouke nat: rs 
and nothing at all came from the Wounds. 
- which was drefs'd as before. 
There being two Enemies to be grappled 
oa { propos’d to continue the Diverfons 
Without fn terruptien ; ; which was alfoapproved. 
of by cur Phyficians. We ufed Potions, Jus 
Jeps and Prtifanes, fuch as were moft proper: - 
for purifying the Mafs of Blood, and blunting 
the Points of the Acids; to which I added fome: 
Vulneraries :. Suppofitori ies were usd, to pro-- 
cure Stools, but to no purpofe ; which oblig'd 
us to give him from. time to time half a pound: 
of Decoétion in a Clyfter, but with fmall fuc-- 
cefS. This Method we continu’d for feven: — 
Days, without being able to obferve any con-~ 
fiderable change, either as to the Fever, or: 
the Pain; in which time he was let Blood fix. 
or feven times... In fine towards the feventh: 
or eighth Day of the Wound, his Bellly was. 
opened, and at firft he had a kind of a bloody. 
Flix, but afterward, he voided pure Blood , 
tho’ in no great quantity.: I caus’d boil fome © 
vulnerary Plants with his Broth; and made: 
him take for fome Days fafting, a little fpoon- 
ful of our Samaritan Balfam, calVd that of the - 
‘Scripture... The Fever and Pains abated a 
G 4. little, ; 
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little, which gave me fome hopes of recovery. | 
The voiding of Blood by Stool continu’d till 
the fourteenth Day ; and then. all the dange- 
rous. Symptoms difappear’d, and the Wound 
‘was compleatly cur’d, without having afford- 
ed any confiderable ftore of Matter. 


_ REFLECTION. 


It was only the Situation of the Wound, | 
together with the Accidents which followed, 
that made me conclude, that either the Ventrt- 
cle or the Pylorus was wounded. Having there- 
fore no certain fign, to direét my Judgment in 
this Affair ; I try’dif the Sword that had giv- 
en the Wound,*could make any difcovery 3 
and found it was mark’d with Blood, the 
length of ten inches or thereabouts: There. 
needed no more to affure me of the Nature of 

the Wound: But that which altogether con- 
“vincd me, was the Blood voided by Stool,’ 
the feventh Day of the Wound: This having 
been colleéted in fuch a quantity, as was fuf- 
ficient to prefs and pufh forward the Excre- 
ments contain’d in the Guts; at length made_ 
way for it felf: And if we ha@delay'd to bleed 
him, or done it more feldom, he would cer- 
tainly have hada great and very dangerous 
Flux of Blood, befides a number of other Ac- 
cidents that infalliby had followed. ae 

It appears then, that the true ee 

: O 
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of Wounds, which pierce into any Cavity o 
the Body , and hurt the inward Parts, dé-- 


pends upon the Accidents :- and it is of high’ 


concern to a young Surgeon, not to confide 
too much in his Probe, or thereby to give his 
Opinion : he ought alfo to make all requifite 
Diverfions 3 and to endeavour with all necef- 
iary Care, to avoid and prevent Accidents 3- 
which too often, when arriv’d to a certain 
height, become Proof againft all our Indea=- 
Vours. | 
A great many wounded Perfons, have been 
fent to me, dref§d at firft as if their Wounds 
had been but flight ; which neverthelefS ¥ 
have found to be deep, and very confiderable.. 
It is fometimes-not poffible, to put the Pati-. 
nt in the fame Pofture he was.in, when he 
received the Wound: So that it is an eafie 
matter to be deéceiv’d, if we truft to fuch- 
uncertain Tryals, as thofe made with the- 
Probe: The Parts may have chang’d their Si- 
tuation, or they may be fwell’d ; or clotted 
_ Blood gathered together in the Wound, may 
-oppofe the Probe’s Paflage 3 or, when it can’t 
trace,the Way of the Inftrument that made 
the Wound, it may flide along, between the 
~Interftices of the Mufcles.. Oftentimes the 
Wounded either know not in what Pofture 
they were, or are miftaken therein ; of they ’ 
are not in a Condition to give an Account. 
Finally, it is much better to exceed in Exad- 
G 5 rare nels. 
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nefs, which can’t prejudice the Patient 5 than 
to take up with an Uncertainty, which may coft - 
_ the wounded his Life, and the Surgeon his 
Reputation. 

Moreover, it appears by the SuccefS of — 
this Cure, that the Orifices of penetrating 
Wounds, afford but very finall Affiftance, to 
the Cure of the inward wounded Parts: For 
itis next to impoffible, to convey, through 
them, Remedies to thofe Parts, that want ‘em, 
and for which they are defign’d: This I am 
bold to affirm, contrary to the fentiments of © 
the Ancients, and of Fabricius ab Aquapenden- 
te, and feme Moderns. It is alfo {carcely to 
be expeéted, that the Blood which flows from 
thefe Parts, fhould come forth by the external — 
Orifice, as we have obferv'd: Unlefs the low- 
er Belly be quite fill'd up with Blood. And . 
in fine,the keeping open of the Wounds,is more 
pernicious than profitable ; ferving only to in- q 
introduce the Air into Places, where it almoft 
“never fails to occafion Irritations, difquieting — 
Pains, Coagulations, Obftruétions or Cor- 
ruptions, and oftentimes all thefe Evils toge- 
isthe. 

Galen affirms, that Wounds in the Bottom 
of the Ventricle, if not great, are curable: 
But Celfu is of Opinion that they are mortal = 
Now, how to reconcile fuch oppofite Senti- 
ments, I know not. However that they are 
not abfolutely Montat, this Cure isa fuffici- 
ent 3 
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ent Proof: .But it is neverthelefs true, that 
they are very dangerous, and their Cure un- * 
certain 3 being atttended with many Acci- 
dents, the leaft of which-may prove fatal: 
Such as Vomiting, a Diforder peculiar to this 
Part; -or a Flux of Blood from the branches of » 
the Arteria caliaca, the Vena Gaftricaand Gafe - 
— frepiploica 3 whether {carce any Aftringents 
can reach, and where they can’t be kept ons. 
alfo Convulfions may be occafion’d by the 
- wounding of the Nerves that proceed from the 
Recurrents ; Add to thefe, that by Wounds of 
this part, the Chyle may be evacuated, fo.. 
foon as made. . | 


re 
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Of the Perineum. 
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OBSERVATION XVI. 


By lnne the Campagne of the foremention’d ° 
Year 1688, a Soldier in the Regiment 


of the Duke of Savoy, and Company of St... 


George call’d La Couleur, was fent to me, ha- 

ving an Adfcefs which cover’d all.the Perinaum 
and part of the Scrotum. 

After I had opened it on the left fide, at 

that Place where ordinarly the Operation for 

extratting the Stone is perform’d3 there came 

: : forth . 
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forth a great deal of corrupt Matter, with much 
Urine, whereby I underftood that by the long | 
ftay of the Matter, the Membranes of the 
Bladder were vitiated and corroded. 

I ufed neither Fent nor Dilater to the Sore, 
but judg’d it fufficient, to drop into it a Medi- 
cine for cleanfingthe Ulcer. The Suppuration 
lafted for the fpace of fifteen Days; which yet 
hindred me not, from the very firft to ufe.lit- 
tle long and flender Bolfters; for bringing to- 
gether the divided Parts, which I kept faft 
with a ftrong Bandage, fitted to the Figure 
of the Part. — 

After this, perceiving the Matter came away 
in a moderate quantity, and of a laudable 
confiftence, tho’ mix’d with fome Urine; I 
ufed more powerful Incarnatives, Balfamick 
Water, “and the Balfam. of Peru, and upon 
thefe Crollius’s Plaifter ; 1 ftraitned the Ban- — 
dage, obliging the Patient to keep his Thighs 
clofe together: Thus by degrees the Urine ~ 
refum’d its former Courfe, and in five or fix 
Weeks time the Cure was finifh’d. 


REFLECTION. 


This Cure is inconfiftent with the Opinion 
of Galen, who Aphor, 18. fays, that divifions - 
of the Blader, cannot be united, becaufe it is 
a Part without Blood. 
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{I have had many under my Hands, that 


were wounded in the Bladder, which were all — 


‘happily cur’d by the fame Method: And in- 
deed if lofs of Subftance occafion’d by the cor- 
rupting Matter of an Abjcefs, has been coac uy 


enough made up ; itis eafie to believe, taat. 


fimple Divifions thereof by externa: ‘autes, 
may with much more: Eafe and Expedition be 
united. This is fufficiently demonftrated, by 
the great number of thofe which have recove- 
red after Cutting for the Stone ;, And if fome- 
times Fiftula’s were left after this Operation 5 
they have been occafion’d, by keeping, Zents 
in the Wound without any neceffity:. I know 
M. Verdue imputes this to the fharpnes of the 


Urine ; but that I can’t be perfwaded of 5 ha- 


ving obferv’d in many Places of my Travels, 
that the country People have us’d nothing elfe, 
_ but their Urine, to cure their Wounds. 

But if we refleét a little on the Effeéts 
produc’d by Tents, which many People ule in 
the Divifions of this Part; we.may foon be 
convined, that they are the Caufe of this Ac- 
cident, by keeping open a way for the paf 
fage of the Urine: which tho’ it cannot run 
in a full Stream, fo long as it is hindred by 
the Ten); yet this being penetrated by the 
Urine, dulls the Senfe of the place, and turns 
the Flefh Callous. . ; 

When a Wound abounds in Moifture, be the 
Humor what it will, it is of difficult Cure: 

this 


/ 
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this is fufficiently confirm’d by the Fiftula’s: — 
which se in the Breaft or Foynts, tho the — 
Urine have no hand in the Matter. Moreo- 
ver, to convince us that the Humours, where- 
with Wounds and-Ulcers are watered, are an. 
hindrance to. their Joining and filling up ; we 
need only to confider, thefe Openings in the 
Thighs and Legs of Hydropick Perfons, that 
are made by Nature, or that we are neceflita- - 
ted to make by Art. Every body knows that— 
the Cure of thefe, is extreamly difficult to be 
effected, becaufe of the Humidity wherewith 
they are continually foaked 3 which is fuffici-. ~ 
_ ent to fupport what we have advanc’d on this 
Subject; and to. perfwade fuch as are of a. 
contrary Opinion. . 
Moreover, the Breaking, or Fretting of the. 
Lymphatick Veffels, which occafions the perpe- 
tual running of watery Humours in-Soves, hin-~ 
. ders their Reunion 3-in regard that this Sero-- 


fy dilutes and carries away the Nutricious - 


“Juice, and brings them to a Fiffula. Great 
Ph oo alfo. have the fame mifchievous ~ 
Effects 5 but thefe being not fo obftinate, are — 
- more eafily conquer’d, than a Running of the 

Lympha. 

Finally, if we would: effe& a {peedy Cure 
in Wounds of the Bladder, we mutt earefully 
fhun whatfoever may widen. them, or hinder 
their Re-union ; we muft apply fome power- - 
ful Incarnative, fuch as the Balfam of Pern s'a.-. 
fubftantial . 
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fubftantial Agglutinative Plzifter, as that of: 
~Crollius, with {mall longith Compreffes, and a 
fufhcient Bandage, as hath been faid: but a- 
bove all; we muft take Care that the Patient 
be altogether at Reft, without any Déftur- 
bance. Thefe are the Means, which I have 
found moft effeétual, and moft fuccefsful, in 
bringing fuch kind of Ulcers toa perfe& Cure. 


CHAP. XVII 
Of the Fundament. 


OBSERVATION XVIL 


Onfiue de Monrodon, Captain of a Batta- 
YI lion of the King’s Regement, command- 
ed by M. Desbordes, having been four Years | 
ago cured of an Adjcefs in the Anus, there re- 
mained ftill fome Fiftulous Sinufes, from which 
there was always difcharg’d a great deal of 
Matter: This Inconvenience oblig’d him, in 
the Year'1695, to demand my Advice. Ha- 
ving obfervd feveral Callofities about the A= 
nus with deep and winding Cavities, I pro- 
pos’d to him, to lay open the Fitula, in ore 
der to confume thefe Hardueffes, and, cleanfe 
the Bottom thereof, without which there was 
no Hope of a perfect Cure. But he calling to 
| Mind 
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Mind the Torments, he had endur’d in the 
firft Curé, put it off for fome time; till fal- — 


oe 


ling into an Indifpotion occafion’d by his ill - 


habit of Body, the Fi/tula open’d of it felf, a-. 


bout a Month after I had feen him, with an — 


extraordinary Running, and great abundance 


of Matter, accompanied with.a quick and‘in-- 3 


fupportable Pain. 


I was at that time, In-a Placé: at fome di- ° 
~ ftance from our Hofpital; wherefore he caus’d 
_himfelf to be drefs'd by 4 Mate of the Regi. 
mient, who having nothing but the common Re-- 


medies, and underftanding only the ordinary — 


Method, fill’d up that large Cavity with a great 


quantity of Lint, arm’d wich fuppurative and’ — 


- putrifying Medicines, which made a terrible 
Corruption, and great Havock inthe Part; en- 


creafing the Suppuration, and the Pain. He - 


then fent'me an Account, of: the deplorable 
‘Condition to which he was reduc’d; praying 


me to come and‘fee him. When I came Lad-— 


vis a-him to caufe himfelf to be remov’d unto a 
Place, where I might take caré of him my 


felf; which alfo was done that fame Day. 4 


Tie Matter that was retain‘d, and the conti- 
“nual Exafperation of the Parts,had made a Hole,. 
big enough to admit ones Fifty, which paisa 
with a winding courfe even to the 9sfacrum; 
there was alfo another Siwus that reach’d. to 


the neck of the Bladder: fo that the fick-Per-. 


fon could no ways go to: Fem or. ie one 


Minute of Repofe. 7 Ha-. 
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Having taken him under my Care, I dreSd 
him only with the Red Balfam melted with an 
equal quantity of the Samaritan Balfam, which 
I pour’d warm, into the Sinufes; and after * 
having fill’d them therewith, I cover’d the O- 
- rifice with a large Pledget dipt in the fame, 
over which I put a Plaifter, and upon this 
a Compref$; making all faft with a convenient | 
Bandage. I causd him ufe fome ablorbing 
Medicines to dull the Points of the Acids, and 
Ptifanes to putrify the Blood, and alfo fome 
gentle Purgatives. This Method fucceeded fo 
well, that the Matter which was thin, putrid, 
and corrofive, became laudable; the Flefh ~ 
which was loofe and wafted, by degrees reco- 
ver'd its firmnef$; the Patient went to Stook 
every Day without any Pain; at Night alfo 
he enjoy’d the Repofe which was fo neceflary 
for him: and-finally, in one Month’s time he 
was compleatly cur’d; the Sores being brought . 
toa firm and laudable Scar, to the amazement: 
not only of the Patient himfelf, but of all thofe 
alfo who knew, to what a deplorable Conditi- 
on he was formerly reduc’d; being without. 
all Hope of being curd. | 


REFLECT LO Ne i." 


Thefe kinds of Diftempers, are extreamly 
troublefome,that affe& parts, on which,by Rea 
fon of their neceflary Ufe, it is very difficult 

to: 
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to keep the Dreffings : {ach a Part is the Ants, 
that is often affli@ed with great Suppurations, 
and difmal Putrefaétions, which delay and pro-. 
tract a Cure to a formidable length. The 
_ Perfon we have been juft now {peaking of, is. 
a clear demonftration of this. In the firft 
Cure, fix Months time were fpent 3. heendur’d: 
much Pain and Tronble, and after all it was not- 
brought to Perfeion s From whence I inter, 
that it is evident; that the Gentlenefs and Eafi-- 
nejs of our Method, was the genuine Caute, 
of the perfeét and fpeedy Cure that enfied 2 
For that Organ whichferves for the Common- 
fhore of the Body, being left at Liberty, and: . 
not ftraitned by an Extraneous Body; the Ex- 
crements were neither prefs'd nor retain’d, 
"but were difcharg’d with Esfe, and without - 
Pain 3. whereas on the contrary; when.Wounds.. 


in this Part, are-cram’d-up with Lint, it is. 


/impoffible that Evacuations can be made by 
the Anu, but the Excrements muft prefs and 
_fqueeze the crouded Lint againft the Sides of 
the Sore ;. which muft needs occafion infuffera- 
ble Pains, and oftentimes alfo a Flux of Blood :. 
And indeed Monfieur de Monrodon affirm’d to me, 
that he never went to Stool all the time of his. 
firft Cure ; but he was ftill troubled with thefe- 
two Symptoms. ; 

Finally we may fee, that when Putrifying. 
and Suppurating Medicines are taid afide; the 
Parts are by the means of un&tuous Balfamicks, . 

| gradually. 
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gradually reftor’d to their former Tempera- 
ture ; and that when-the Points of the Acids 
are broken, and the Mafs of Blood purifyed by 
proper Remedies, the matural Balfam of the 
Parts, doth cleanfe, fill up with Flefh, anc. 
cicatrize, when ever the Occafion requires. 


Clk P. REX 
Of the upper Part of the Shoulder. 
OBSERVATION XVII. 


N the Year 1678. as I travelled from Turiz 
towards Rome and Venice, there was brought 
‘tome, the Son of an Inhabitant of a certain 
place called La Rofe, having an Abfcefs that | 
covered all the Acromion, and the upper part- | 
of the Shoulder-bone of the right Side, with. © 
a great Defluxion of Humour upon the joynte. 
I fhewd his Father the urgent neceffity there 
“was of opening it, and the Accidents that 
otherwife might enfue: but the fond Love he 
had for his Son, made him withftand the Pro- 
pofal. Some time after this it opened of its. 
felf; and the thinneft part of the Matter, 
’ made its way through feveral Holes , into 
which fo many Texts were put by a Surgeon of 
_ the Place, who drefs’d him, at his Father’s 
_ Defire. This Method was followed for two 
; Or 


ee 
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or thrée Months si teas any Profpect. of z 
Cure. — 

At my Return, he was-committed to my 
Care, ina very bad Condition : he was alto- 

gether depriv’d of the Moticn of his Arm ; 
feveral Cavities were form’d about the Joynt 3 
there was a perpetual Flux of Matter; and 
the Ligament. were relax’d; which made me 
fear the falling out of the Head ot the Hu- 
merus. I was perfwaded that the Diftemper 
was paft Cure ; confidering the Weaknei’ of 
the Patient, and of the part affe&ed, and the 
ill Difpofition of his Bedy; which.yet was. 
but a Symptom of the Difeafe, occafioned by 
the great Irritations, and continual Difcharge 
of Humours, as I knew by the Sequel. I made 
however a pretty large Opening in that which 
I judg’d the moft depending part, and ftraight- 
way took away the Tents, tho’ at. thac time I 
was not altogether convince’d of their perni- 
- clous Effeéts. 

From that time forth the Flux of Matter 
begun to diminifh, which made me endea-° 
vour, with all poffible fpeed, thorowly to 
cleanfe the bottom of the Ulcer, and the Sr- 
nufes, with a Lotion of Birtbwort, Myrrh, Su- 
gar-candy, and. Vitriol, in White-wine; which 
had very good Succefs: I did my heft, alfo, 
to ftrengthen the Joynt- Finally the Cavi- 
ties were fill’d up by degrees; the higher O- 
rifices were firft clos’d up, and the others afs 

terwards.. 
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terwards. He was cur’d in two Months time; 


but his Arm was fomething more than other 
two, before it recover'd its Strength. 


REFLECTION. 


This fudden good Succefs, falling out fo un- - 
expeétedly, and at a time when I had cafually, 
tho’ very feafonably, laid afide the ufe of Tents, 

began to openamy Eyes and to make me enter- 


tain an ill Opinion of them: For I could ; 


~ blame nothing, on this occafion, fave the Tents, 
“which had been fo long kept in the Sore, for 
having caus’d all thefe Accidents, by the Irri- 
‘tation and compreffion of the Parts: And 
moreover by hindring the Difcharge of the | 
‘Matter, from one drefling to another; where- 
by it had time to gather, and to ferment, to 
encreafe the Cavities, and Wate of the Sub- 
ftance, to moiften the Tendons, flacken the — 
Ligaments, and to weaken and intirely ruin 
the Part. Finally, themoft part of the Sym- 
ptoms, ceafing with the leaving out of the 
Tents; does fufficiently evince, that they pro- 
ceeded from them; and had the firft Method 
been continu’d in for a Month or two, a com- 
"pleat diflocation of the Head of the Shoulder- 
- bone, the corruption of the Ligaments, and in- 
curable Fijtula’s, had certainly enfu'd ; and the 
Patient would have thereby been made lame 
during his Life. | 
CHAP. 


- "Of the Shoulder. 


OBSERVATION xix. 


q* the Year 1692.a Soldier of the Regiment 
a of Sourcbe, whofe name I have forgotten, 
was brought to the Hofpital at Brianzon. He. 
‘was wounded with a Bullet, which enter < 
at the foremoft and middle part of the Acro-” 
mion,. and came out on the upper part of 
the Shoulder-blade; breaking the Acromion, 
with a part of the Scapula, as it went along. ~ 
The Orifices were ftraitway dilated » and 
dreft only with Pledgets and the Digeftive ; 
Diverfions were fpeedily made, and his Diet or- 
dered.’ In the firft Dreflings, feveral pieces of 
Bone, that coud not be reunited, having heen 
almoft wholly feparated, came away 3 feve- 
‘val others that were yet ty’d by a fmall piece 
_ of the Periofteum, tho’ in appearance thaking 
and ready to falloff, were yet joyned again, 
_ Finally, all the adhering Splinters being a= 
' Gain-united, the Wound began to Sil up; and 
in’ two Months:time, or thereabout, was | 
brought to a firm and laudable Cicatrix 3 to 
the great Surprife of all who had been prefent 
; at- 
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_ atthe Dreflings: no Accident having happen: - 
~ ed all the time.of the Cure. —~ , 


gm «=COR EFLLECTION, 


~ Tewill ceftainly be thought firange, that { 
‘permitted the Orifices to be clos’d up, with- 
out expetting the Difcharge of the Bones: 
And it will poflibly be Rid that I dreG'd not 
according to Art. ; 
But to me it appears much more reafonable 
and advantageous, to have preferv'd them, 
Wan occafion'd their Lo& 5 feeing a Callus 
_ has never the becoming Convenience of a 
‘Natural Part: And the Excellency of Art 
_ eontifts, in curing fpeedily, if pofible, and 
_ without Pains and in preferving the Figure, 
_ Subfiance and Difpofition ~of the wounded 
Parts, “Tis certain, that Health being the ~ 
_ End of the Surgeon's Art, the principal Dee 
fign is attain’d, when the Cure js perform’d, 
Tf that Intention which ought to be the | 
_ Scope of the Artift, can, by this Method, be 
| Gently, Eafily and Speedily aecomplith’d 3 there 
_ 1s no Controverfie but that it ought to be 
_ Preferr'd to all-others that are contrary to it. 


CHAP. 


re The Haipital Susteen: : 


CHAR KL: 
Of the Arm. 
B OBSERVATION Xx. 


HE following Year, a Granadeer of the 
Regiment of Navarre, call’d Belle Hu- 
meur, was brought to the fame Hofpital,wound-_ , 
ed with a-Shot on the upper Part of the left’ 
Shoulder-bone, about.an Inch, or two Fingers 
breadth below the Joynt: The Bullet entred 
on the fore Part, and went out behind, making — 
a terrible havock. Three or four Days pafs'd, 
wherein he was not drefs'd, but only flightly q 
at firft, and without making any Diverfion.. 
The whole Arm was diftended like a Foot-ball, 
the Orifices were choak’d up, inflam’d, and 
difpos’d to Gangrene. 
¥ made Incifions in the Orifices, to give — 
breath unto the Wound, and Scarifications o- 
ver all the Arms and having drefs’d with a - 
Digeftive only, without Tents or Dilaters, I let 
a good quantity of Blood run from the Part, 
by the Incifions, to empty it fomewhat ; and 
afterward fomented it with Spirit of Wine and 
2 little Sal-armoniack:, I apply’d over all the 
Arm Diapalma diffolv’d in Oy! of Rofes and 

-Vine- 
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Vinegar, which ina little time abated the In- 
flammation of the Part, and leflened the 
Swelling. . 
Diverfions were not omitted; but in fpite 
of all could be done, three Abfcefles were 
form’d ; one at the bending of the Elbow in- 
wardly, another on the outward and middle 
part of the Arm, and the third on the hinder 
and almoft loweft part of the Humerus: They 
‘were all three opened, and by their plentiful 
Suppuration, the whole aftli@ed Member was 
eafed. After three or four Splinters of the 
Bone, that ftuck by their upper part only to 
the Perioftium, were again Joyn’d, I bent all 
my Endeavours to bring together, and unite 
the Lips of the Wound: And when the Efoar 
was intirely fallen, and the Symptoms vanifh’d, 
I us'd only a fimple Incarnative, dreffing but — 
once in two Days: The Suppuration was but 
fmall, and the Orifices begun apparently to 
fill up, and in thirty Days were quite skin’d o- 
ver: So that from thenceforth I us’d the rol- 
ling Bandage and Plaifters, in order to fortify 
the Callus; And now his Diet js increas’d, and 
he is able to rife from his Bed. Finally he de- 
parted to return to his Regiment, forty four 
Days after he had receiv’d the Wound. 


H _ RELEC. 
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REFLECTION. 


The delaying of the Diversions, as evident- 
dy appears, was one of the chief Caufes of the 
. Accidents that followed upon this Wound; and 
“tis plain that if Tents, Dilaters, or other ex- 
afperating things had been usd in dreffing, 
they had infallibly prov’d an Impediment to 
the Difcharging of the Part, and ripening of | 
the Adjfceffes, for Reafons adduc’d in the firft 
Part, when we difcours’d of their fatal Ef 
feds. 

Nature is, in fuch Cafes, fufficiently per- 
plex’d, without the additional Opprefhon of the 
moft grievous of all her Enemies : She is, as 
it were, fetter’d, and can’t aét: And when by 
a healthful and critical Motion, fhe endeavours 
to deliver her felf, as in the Abfceffes of the 
former Cure; fhe is unable to produce any 
defirable Effeét, fo long as the Wo und is cram’d 
fall of Lint: and the moft frequent Confe- 
quence of this, is a Stifling of the Natural 
Heat, after which follows a Gangrene. 

“There have but few Accidents followed up-: 
on Wounds, treated after our Method 3 and E 
am bold to affirm, that fearce’any have mif. 
carried under our Care, tho’ more dangerouf 
ty wounded than this Seldier of whom we have: 
peen fpeaking ; all which is owing to the Gen-- 
tlenefs of this Way, and the Ufe of Diverfions. 

7 , CHAP., 


\ 
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CHAP. XXIL. 
Of another Wound in the Arm. 


nas 


OBSERVATION XXI. 


UN the Year 1690. a little time after the 
1 War was declar’d in Savoy; a Soldier of 
the Regiment of Pondenx, nam’d La Montague, 
Was fent to the Hofpital at Brianfon, who had 
Sota violent Blow With the Handle of an Hal- 
: berd, on the middle and outward Part of the 
left Humerus, Whereby the Bone was broken to 
pieces, with a Wound, and Steat Contufion. 

~ Several portions of the Bone ftuck out aft 
the Wound, which did til] adhere to the Perj- 
eteum. 1 plac’d them One by another, as 
‘gently and nimbly as pofibly I could; endea- 
Vouring to give them their natural Pofition. 
Irub’d the Part with 2 powerfully di 


3 applying a Plaifter 
vd in Oyl of Rofes, 
he Bands, the middle 
Pofite to the Wound, 
Hi the: 
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he Ends met upon it, and covered it: Upon: 
‘this I put a Compre, of the fame figure and! 
bignefS, folded into three or four doubles, and! 
dipt in warm Wine : And then a piece of Paft- 
board , which vrefting with its ends upon thes 
two Roulers, and embracing and keeping fa 


piece of the fame was fitted, to be taken off at 
each dreffing, and afterward put on; This was 
‘made faft with a little Band, which I roll’d 
about all the Paft-board after I had applyd my 

Dreffings, in fuch fafhion, that without diftur . 
“ing either the Arm, or the Paft-board, I hac 
nothing to do, but when there was Occafion: 
to unty the Band, take off the piece, and lif 
ip the two ends of the Comprefs and of the 
Plaifter ; and fo to embrocate. the Wound 
‘and then to drefs it with a Pledget only, ane 

doit up again. eS ee eee 
In this manner, it was drefsd.once a Day 
for five or fix Days: after which I gently too 
ofall the Dreffings, fave the Rollers; al 
changing the Plaifter and Comprels, I dre: 
‘put once in two Days. No Accident happen’ 
for the Contufion was quickly diffoly’d , n 
Bones were difcharg’d, and the Suppurati 
was but little 3 Diverfious having been mac 
from the very firft. The Wound was fill’d u 
| al 
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and compleatly skin’d, about the twenty fe- 
cond Day of the Wound: wherefore I thence- 
forth drefs’d it only with Rollers, the Plai- 
fter pro: Fra@uris, and the neceflary Splents. 
Since that time I have not feen him, becaufe - 
then we parted trom Luferne ; but’ tis certain . 
he was paift all Danger. 


REFLECTION, 


If this Way ot Dreffing, be compar’d with 
that of many Surgeons, who not only fill up. 
the Sores with Lint, but alfo at each Dreffing. 
move to and fro the broken.Pieces of! Bone, 
in order to promote their Separation, it may 
be feen how different the Succef§ will prove... 
Had I treated this Wound ina rigorous man-- 
ner, fuch Accidents had undoubtedly happen’d 
as would have bathed my Care. The Sup- 
puration would have been great; and thus the 
Pieces of the Bone, thereby quite feparated, 
and carried into fome Cavity, had caus'd 
many Adjceffes and Sinufes : which Diforders, 
oftentimes caule a neceffity of Amputation ; 
and when the Strength is decay’d, they bring 
0n Death. Atter this F made fe of a Piece of 
white iron, form’d in the fame Fafhion as the 
Paft-board, with a Window opening upon the 
Wound, which being lift up, I drefs’d it with- 
out moving the Body of the Machine. But 
feeing in thofe Places- where Hofpitals: are; . 
I ees Sie oa Wet 
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we have not every thing requifite at hand, 
the Surgeon muft fupply that Defeét by his 
own Ingenuity. 


GH AP SXih« 
Of the Fore-Arm, or Cubit. 


OBSERVATION XXIi. 


N the fame place, a Soldier in the forefaid 
4 Regiment, receiv’ a Shot in the Fore- 
Arm, on the middle and hinder part ; which 
broke the Radiws, and carried away.a Part of 
the Cubitus. 

He was drefs’d after our Method s but the 
Cavity of the Wound was filled with a Pledget 
of very fine Lint, dipt in a Mixture of our 
Balfam , anda little Linimentum Arcai, which 
eafeth Pain, promotes the fall of the Efcar, 
and refifts Fluxion of Humours. Diverfions 
were made, and his Diet ordered. , 

We drefs'd him after two Days, and found 
two or three pices of Bone fticking to the 
Lint. In the fecond Dreffing, I fet the Ra- 
dius, keeping it firm with little Compreffes 
ftiffned with Paft-board: One of thefe I put 
on the fore-part of the Arm upon the broken 
Bone, another on the inward, and a third on 
the outward part; making them all faft, with 
two Rollers, one above, and the other below 

7 pos ita 


The Hofpital-Surgeor. 5 
the Fra@ture: this Apparatus kept the Arm: | 
ftreight, and ferv’d inftead of a Defenfive.. 
Over all we apply’d the Paft-board, and fup- 
ported the Arm with a Sling. The Suppura- 
tion was very moderate, and another piece of 
Bone came afterwards away:. We drefs’d but. 
ence in two Days; and on the twelfth or fif 
teenth of the Wound, the Flefh begun to co- 
ver the Bone; for which Caufe, we drefsd. 
him only once in three Days, and that very 
gently and fpeedily. Towards the twentieth 
Day, the Wound began to be fil’d up. The 
defe&t of the Cubitus was made up with a Callus, 
and the Radius recover’d. without Exfoliation 5. 


and all in four Weeks time: after which I only 


usd a Roller on the fractur’d place... About 
this time we parted from Luferze, and I have: 
not feen him fince. 


REFLECTION. 


The good Succefs, the Expedition, and the: 
Gentlenef&S of thefe Cures, ought, in my O- 
pinion, to give fome Reputation to this way 
ef Dreffing. I have not feen, fince firft I 
entred upon Praétice, any Method followed. 
that has been either fo fhort, fo eafie for the 


Patient ,. or fo certain in the Confequence. 


Hereby thefe Pains are prevented, which or-- 
dinarily bring Fevers, that are attended with 
many other. Accidents : Abfceffes, Fluxions, 

H. 4. and 
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and Inflammations are avoided: the Matter 
_ is but little, and that laudable : the Wonnded 
can take folid Nourifhmeut, and neceflary Reft ; 
whereby all the Faculties become more vigo-~ 
rous, and Nature more aétive, Flefh is more. 
eafily generated, and a Callus more fpeedily’ 
formed : and in fine, every thing with more 
facility re-eftablifh’d, and reduc’d to its for- 
mer State. ) 


Rees Faction eee Va 
Of another Wound in the Fore-Arm. 


OBSERVATION XXIII. 


Bout the End of the Year 1695. I being 
/& inthe fame Poft in the Hofpital of the 
‘Abby of Oulx, wherein I was in that of Bri- 
arifon, there was brought to us one call’d Bean- 
lieu, belonging to the King’s Battalion com- 
manded bv M. Def-bordes, and of the Compa- 
ny cf M. du Mont. He was run with a Sword 
into the middle and inward Part of the left 
Arm, whereby the Artery between the Radius 
and Cubitus was opened. 

He had remain’d eight or nine Days in his 
Quarters, being drefs'd by one of the Mates ; 
who, without making any Diverfion, only fhut 
up the Wound with a ftrong Stopple, which 

, reftrain’d 
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reftrain’d the great Flux of Bleod between 
Dreffings : But at the time of Drefling he 
bled exceffively. The Blood which was ex- 
travafated in the Member, did there corrupt, . 
and caus’d Abfceffes in feveral Places. Bret at 
laft, his Surgeon, feeing that his Strength was. 
daily diminifhed, and fearing fome fatal Acci- 
dent, caus’d him to be fent to Oulx. 

His WeaknefS was advantageous to him:. 
for whereas Amputation was chiefly indicated, 
his lofs of Strength was a contrary Indication. 


_ that prevail’d over the former. I dilated the: 


Wound that I might difcover the Artery, and- 
empty the Part, of that Matter and clotted: 
Blood , wherewith it was fil’d. But being ; 


_ then unfurnifh’d with fuch things as were ne- | 


ceflary for my Defign, I apply’d a Button of. 
Vitriol.to the. Opening of the Artery; and 
having fill'd the Wound with Lint, and apply’d 
the other Dreflings neceflary on fuch Occati- 
ons, { let him Blood twice, but in fall quan- 
tities ; and gave him certain Emulfions, where- -- 


In were mix’d fome Anodyne Medicines, to re- 


_tardthe Motion of the Blood. I let two Days: 
pafs without Dreffing ; but on the third, L- 


found all I had done, was to no purpofe. At - 


the Place where the Artery was opened, there 
Was a confiderable and painful, Swelling ; the 
Lint that fil’d the Wound, was heav’d up . 
with the Pulfation, and a Bloody Water came . 
out, which prefag’d the fudden return of the. 


i ‘Bleeding. . 
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Bleeding. JI caus’d prepare my Troches of 
Rofe-water; Gum-Dragant and Vitriol, with fome 
good Styptick Water, and two Days after I took 
out alb that which fill’d the Wound: I alfo. 
took away the Efcar made by the Vitriol, 
and the Fungus that was grown in the Wound $ 
which I further dilated to give vent to the 
Blood, .that had diffus’d it felf through the. 
Elefh, beyond theextent of the Wound. All 
this time I reprefs’d the Bleeding by the 
Turnkey , which I caus’ to be flackned , to” 
difcover again the Opening of the Artery, to 
which I apply d two little Troches, fupported 
by a fmall Comprefs, dipt in the Styptick Wa- 
ter; I fill the Cavity of the Wound with 
‘Doffels pretty hard 5 and moiften’d in the fame 
Liquor; then I tooka large Comprefs of three 
Fingers breadth; thick, anda Foot in length, 
coverd only with Bole diffolv’d in Vinegar 
this I apply’d along the Artery, even to the 
Arm-pit ; and laftly an. aftringent Plaifter, 
which J made faft-with Compreffes, and ftrong 
Bandage. I causd the Arm to be laid on -a 
Pillow, with the Hand higher than the Elbow. 
Two Days after, I unty’d the Rollers, and 
took off the Comprefi es and the Plaifter; and 
feeing things in a good Condition, 1 apply’d 
new Aftringents, without touching the Wound. 
This Method I continn’d two or three Days: 
afterward I begun'to remove the Doffels that 
were outmoft, faftaining always the others 
. with 


) 
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with new ones, hindering alfo thofe which 
were next tothe Artery to fall off untill the 
Suppuration were begun, that time might be* 
given to the Flefh, to cover the Artery; the 
Bleeding-being very well ftop’d. In effe& a- 
bout ten or eleven Days after the Application 
of thefe Dreffings, all came off of its own Ac- 
cord, not one drop ot Blood following ; for the 
Artery was pretty well cover’d. All this was 
done in prefence of M. Davejan, one of the 
Phyfitians of the Hofpital, a Man of Integri- 
ty, Merit, and great Skill. Finally the 
Wound was in a little time compleatly cured. - 


REFLECTION. 


Theie kinds of Wounds, where Arteries are’ 
opened, are of all others the moft ticklith 3° 
they give a great deal of Trouble $ -and but lit- 
tle Reputation is-gain’d by their Cure. Every 
one knows, that there was no place for the O-- 
peration of the Aneurifma, where this Artery 
was opened ; and that it was neceflary either 
to cut off the Member, or to let the wounded: 
Perfon perifh, or to ftop. the Bleeding by 
fuch means as I us’d. By this we may fee, 
that it is not good to. be too hafty in cutting 


offa Member, where Arteries are opened that 


admit not the Aveurifmas that we ought not 
to difpond, tho’ our firft Attempts to ftop the 


_ Flux of Blood, prove unfuccefsful ; and that 


the 
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the Troches which I ufe, are upon many ac- 
counts better than Vitriol. This isnot the on- — 
ly time, that I have experienc’d the Succefs 
of this Method, in a like Occafion: I made 
tome Tryals of the fame at Luferne in the Year ~ 
1686. and in particular, upon a certain Soldi- 
er, who had the Artery that is between the 
Tibia and Fibula opened: After much trouble, - 
before I wotld condefcend to the cutting off of 
the Member, I was willing to try this Method, 
which had alfo a very happy Succes. That — 
we may preferve a Member, we are to leave — 
nothing undone; neither ought we to confent © 
to its Amputation, untill firft all other Means 
have been i in vain aflay’d. ; 


CA ae 
Of the Hands. — 


OBSERVATION XXIV. 


i the beginning of the War, I have had 
under Cure very many, whofe Hands were 
pierc’d, torn, or half carried away by fuch Fire- 
Arms as burft afunder, whichis a thing very 
ordinary in Armies. Many others allo have I 
drefs'd, that had their Hands thot through with 
Bullets, and cut with fharp Inftruments, of 
which I fhall not fpeak in particular. : 
ut 


ates "fu ie . 
me 


~ 
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: But T may fay,that all thofe I have drefs'd,in 


thefe latter times, tho’ by the Wounds, the 
part has been very much fhatter’d and torn, 
have been always cur’d, without lofing what 
remain’d of the Member, and with little or no 
difcharge of Splinters of the Bones, or lofs of 
Fingers, or their Joynts. , | 
In this kind of Wounds, as well as in others, 
I have avoided frequent Dreffing , and the Ue 
of putrefying Medicines: and I own that I 
have ever found the Spirit of Wine, avery fuc- 


cefsful Remedy in Wounds of the Extremities, 


and in thofe of Nervous Parts. I have us’d 
it it chiefly in Hofpitals, where it brought al- 
ways a {pcedy Relief. ‘Spee 1 

Many of the Ancients, have ordered to 
keep open for feme confiderable time, the — 
Wounds of the Nerves and Tendons ; to give 


- vent to fuch Matter, as by its Stay, might 
corrupt the Subftance of the Parts. : 


But Experience has tanght me, that ’tis’ 
much more benificial to the wounded in fuch 
Cafes, to hinder, than to promote the Suppu- 
ration 3 by doing betimes what is neceflary to 
prevent Fluxions upon the Part : fome- 
times applying good Defenfives to the fuperi- 
or Parts, to reprefs the aétivity of the Blood; 
and fome times ufing refolving Anodines to the 
Place afflitted, if there is need, to prevent 
or take off the Pain, from which moft comon- 


ly the Accidents proceed that attend fuch 


W ounds 


a 
@ 3 
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Wounds ; and to ftave off.at the {ame time the 
. Attempts of the Air, which is the greateft E- 
nemy of the nervous Parts. 

I can aver, that by ufing. this Method, I 
have cur’d fuch Wounds much more fuddenly, 
than I could any other Way. TI believe alf, 


feeing all are agreed that the A7ris pernicious. 


to Wounds in general, that none will queftion 


but thefe of the Nerves, receive thereby a’ 
more notable prejudice,.than thofe of any o-- 


ther Parts of the Body; confidering their 


Tendernefs,the Nature of their Subftance, and’ 
theirTemperament. .I leave it then to Confide-- 


- tation, whether. Wounds of this kind, could 


be defended from the Injuries of the Air, if 
they were kept open,. according to the Opini-- 


on of the Amcients. 


But it will be faid, that tis extremely diffi-- 


cult, after all poffible Precaution, to avoid 


the ufe of putrifying and irritating Medicines, . 


and of Dilaters, in Cures that are tedious : 
For if fuch things as breed Flefh, and are bal- 


famick be us’d, when the Wound at the fame. ~ 


amet aie 


time miuft be keept open, there will be a ne-- - 


cefhty of confuming incefflantly the Flefh with 
Cathereticks; which are very apt by the Pain 


they caufe, to produce Accidents, efpecially. 


in parts fo fenfible as thefe. . 


_ Now to this [ fay, that if Suppurating and . 


Putrifying Medicines are us’d, there almoft e- 


ver infallibly follows a great Suppuration ; and ° 
fometimes » 
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fometimes a total Diffolution of the nervous 
and tendinous Parts: Efpecially if Tents or 
Dilaters be alfo imploy’d 3 which, if but for a 
{mall time they touch fuch Parts, do often- 


times draw on Incurable, and fometimes Mor- 


tal Symptoms. 

Wherefore, I have ever judg-d it beft, to - 
clofe up the Wound fo fuon as pofible , on 
{uch Occafions 3 chiefly when there is no ex- 
franeous Body, which of neceflity muft be 
drawn forth ; or if all requifite Diligence, has 
been already at firft Dreffing us’d to that in- 
tent. In fine, the’ I have ever, not only as 
voided with all poffible Care, the ufing, of pu- 
trifying Things; but alfo have indeavoured to 
drefs as Seldom as might be ; I dare affirm, 
that in this way of pra@ice, there never hap- 
pened even the leaft Accident, to all that great 
number of wounded Perfons, dreft according 
to it, in our Hofpital at Brianfon. - | 
_ Parews, Book 10. Ch. 9. fhews, that by this 
Method he fucceffully cur’d the Pricking 
_ of a Tendon, which King Charles the ninth, had 
recelved in Blood-letting ; Tho’ in another 

Place, he exceedingly finds fault with thofe, 
who ufe the Stitch to wounded Tendons: He 
would undoubtedly have been of another Mind, 
had he liv’d, and feen, as I and many others 
have done, how often the deceas’d M. Bien-aife, 
an expert. Surgeon, has perform’d the fame 
with Succefs in his Houle at Paris, But en 
| all, 


” 
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all, we may maintain, that he is not the Art, . 
who has prattis’d the Stitching of a Tendon y For 
in former times.it was ordinary, and: many of 
the Ancients have done it. 


CHAP XVI. 
Of the Thigh. 


OBSERVATION. XXV. 


'N the Year 1686. when-the Vaudois were 

driven from the Vallies of Lufernes; one 
_ Le Grand, a French-man by Birth, Sergeant 
in the Regiment of Guards, and at prefent . 
an Officer in.a Regiment of Fufileers belong- 
ing to His Royal Highuefs, being. wounded by 
a Bullet in the upper and outward part of the 
right Thigh, and the Ball not to be found, — 
was brought to the Hofpital at Luferne. 

He had laina Day and a Night helplefs up- 
on the Ground ; which occafion’d a confide-: - 
rable Fluxion, and an Inflammation: of the. 
Part. ‘I made large Incifions, and f{par’d no. 
Pains to find the Bullet, but all.in vain. 

He was forthwith let Blood, and had a 
Clyfter given him 3 an exaé&t Courfe of Diet 
being ordered. The Bleedings were repeat- 
ed, with the other Remedies for withdrawing 


the Humors from the Part. The Swelling 
) ~ and 
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and Inflammation were leflened; and I began. 
to think, that things were in a pretty good 
Condition : I kept in the Wound only a little 
Tent, about the length of two Fingers Breadth, 
very foft, and of pretty fine Lint. 

Thus the firft Accidents were vanquifh’d ; 
but, others more troublefome and more ob- 
ftinate yet remain’d: for the Suppuration and 
Flux of Humours was fo prodigioufly great, 
that I verily believ’d, his whole Body would 
thereby have been diffolvd. At every time 
- we opened the Wound to drefS it, which was 
twice a Day, more than a Pint of Matter 
came away, befides what was difcharg’d be- 
tween Dreffings, which might be judg’d -as 
much: In the mean time the Strength of the 
Wounded Perfon was more and more impair- 
ed, and his Body infenfibly wafted away. 

I could afcribe all thefe Accidents, to no- 
thing elfe but the Bullet, which remain’d in 
the Member: and this I the rather inclin’d 
to think, in regard that almoft all the Bullets, 
that were drawn from Wounds during this: 
Campagne, were full of Sublimat, or Glafs ; 
and many others of other Metals, and Tin. 

I advifed with M.-Conte, then at Luferne, 
Surgeon in Ordinary to his Royal Highnefs ; 
who being acquainted with the Order of Cure, 
and the Symptoms, was of Opinion, that by 
Purging the Moifture might be dry’d up; 
this was accordingly put in praétice. 

Lee I 
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I was fo eagerly defirous to effe& this Cure, - 


as if all my Reputation had depended upon. 
the Succef§ ; and indeed it appear’d, as if Pro- 
vidence had thereby defign’d to open my Eyes, 
and to make ufe of me for the Relief of ma- 
ny Others being qualified for that end, by the 
Experience I therein attain’d. 

The Wounded Part was greatly difordered: 
by the Purging, yea in fuch fort that I fearda 
Gangreen : the Fever was encreas’d , and the 
Patient had quitted all his Hopes, notwith-. 
ftanding the Affurance he had conceived, of 
being cur’d under my Hands. | 

As for my felf, I began-to defpair; although. 
it is my Humour never to give over my 
Wounded Patient, fo long as Life continues : 
For his Thigh was all over livid, and the fpa- 


ces. between the Mufcles, yea all the Member. 


was fill’ and foak’d:with Matter, which eve- 
ry Day increas’d, the Wound being as it were 
an inexhauftible Fountain. I contidered with. 
my felf a thoufand times, if there was any 


thing more I could do,or any thing further to - 


be us'd.. I had perform’d all that Art pre-. 
{cribes, to dry up that Matter wherewith the 
Part was ever fill’d; having us’d not only hard 
Bandge with expulfive Compreffes, to hinder 


its gathering together and abede in the part 5. 
but alfo fuderifick Decoétions, tho’ allin vain. 
Twas alfo thinking,to make a Counter-Open-. 
ing under the Thigh, to give a more free. 

ogee courte: 


—— 
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courfe to the Matter, and to hinder its Stay ; 
but on fecond thoughts, I believ’d it would be 
to no purpofe. : 

M. Conte, and generally all who faw the 
Man, defpair’d of his being cured ; and told 
me, that I vex’d my felf in vain, as’ ifall my 
Reputation had depended upon the Cure, 

Although I had hitherto affay’d all forts of 
Means in Vain, yet I was obftinatly bent to 
find out fome other Way, by my own Confide- 
ration; feeing the wounded Perfon himfelf was 
alfo defperate. ; 

As I have formerly faid, I had hitherto. 
kept in the Wound a little Tent, about two 
Finger’s breadth long, and very foft: This I 
Tefolv’d altogether to lay afide, and to drefs 
the Wound with a Pledget and Plaiter only, 
and fuch a Bandage, as might be fufficient ta. 
keep “em on. , ~ 

This affrighted the poor dying Man $ and it 
was with great difficulty that now I could ob- 
tain his Confent, to have that power over 
him which of right belong’d to me, and what 
formerly he had fo freely granted. 

In the Evening to my great Surprife, I 
found him in a much better Condition : The. 
Matter came not away in fo great a quantity: 
That night he flept ‘much better than ever yet 
he had done, fince he receiv’d. his Wound 3 
and in the Morning I found .him yet better : - 
This Evening the Matter began to be of a 

004. 
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good Confiftence, and tobe difcharg’d in mo- 


derate quantity. Henceforth I drefs’d: but 
once a Day. 

His Fever, which had continu’d from the 
beginning, left him altegether,. the fecond 
Day after the leaving out of the Tent ; and 
from the fourth, he was dreft only: once every 
other Day ; he alfo began to eat, and to reco- 
cover. his Strength : from the eighth Day no- 
thing further came from the Wound, and on 
the. facial after the difufe of the Tent, he 


_ Was intirely cur’d ;-to the T ruth of. which ‘j: 


on: God to wittieG: 


REFLECTION. 


This i is the Cure, asI fincerely proteft, to — 


which I have been moft oblig’d. It was this 
which made me embrace that Method, which 
now I expofe to publick View 3 and which 
from this time forth fucceeded fo happily 
, with me: and itis certain,that I had infallibly 


curd my Patient at once of all his diftempers, .— 


if I had continued but only for feven or eight 
Days, to ufe a Tent, tho’ never fo fmall and 
foft. 

From this time forward, I seinen’ to a- 
bandon the ufe of Zents, and to give my Ad- 


_ vice in this Affair to the Publick, when once: 


an opportinuty fhould prefent it felf. I com- 


municated my Defign to M.Thouvenot,Phyfician’ 
in... 


hie 
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in ordinary, and Chief Surgeon to their Royal 
" -Highneffes,a Man of great Learning and Expe- 


rience, to be efteem’d, as well for his profound 


Knowledge, as his eminent Vertue: And ha- 
ving related to him a.difcription.of the Cure, 
he.confirm’d me in my Opinion. 


It was here therefore, in the King’s Hofpi- 


tal fettled at Brianfon, that I drew out feve- 
ral Obfervations which I had made, and fome 
Accounts J had kept of many Cures, done in 
different Times and Places; in order.to make 
up a Colledion of them, together with: fome 
others.done in this Hofpital. 
But to return to the preceding Cure; it is 
convenient to obferve, that tho’ the Bullet 
was lodg’d in the Member, yet no Difadvane 
tage did thereupon enfue to the Patient: 
which made me think for a time , that/the 


Bullet, hitting upon the Belly of fome large 


Mutcle, might have rebounded the fame way 
by which it enter’d. But I found my felf out 
in my Calculation: for being at Turin about 
a Year and half after this Cure; I was fent 
for, from the Cittadel where I ftay’d 3 and 
when I came, I found this fame Perfon whom 
Thad cur’d of his Wound, who fhew’d me a 
a little Adfcefs that was form’d upon the old 
Scar. I opened it without Difficulty , and 
perceiving fomething white and hard, with 
my Inftrument I drew out the Bullet, which 
was flat, with a piece of the Thigh-bone itick- 

ing 


- 


i 
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ing to its The Ulcer was quickly cur’d with 
_ out any Inconveniéence , and never more re- 
turn’d. | : OP 
Had I at firft Dreffing found out the Bul- 
_ det, to the Misfortune of the Wounded Per- 
fon, I fhould have been oblig’d by Cuftom, 
and the Rules of our Art, to draw it forth ; 
tho’ it had been, as indeed it was, fticking in 
fuch a part of the Bone, as was encompa{s’d 
with greateft Depth of Flefh. But for cer- 
tain, it could not have been got out with fuch’ 
Eafe; or without Pain, and griveous Irritati- 
ons: Befides I queftion if the Patient, who 
was of a bilious Conftitution, could have born 
up, under fo tedious, and painful an Operation; 
feeing an infinite number of Accidents had been 
‘oecafion’d, only by the touches of a little and 
very foft Tent. Wherefore I am perfwaded, 
_ and am bold to affirm, that it is not always 
neceflary, to draw forth the Bullet, when it is 
lodg’d in a Bene, that lyes deep under the 
Flefh : Nature, that is much wifer than we, 
has more gentle and eafy ways; and beft 
knows the time to free her felf of what is hurt- 
fal to her. 3 : 
Hippocrates in the fifth of his Epidemicks re- 
dates, that he dréw forth the Head of an Arrow; 
from. the Groin of a Man, after it remain’a fix 
Years in-his Body, without any Acdident hap- 
Pening during all that Time. 


Alexander 


. ‘ 
The Hofpital-Surgeon. 163 

Alexander Benedittus reports, that a certain 
‘Man was ‘wounded in the Back with an Arrow, 
the Head whereof could not be got out, being 
bearded, and two F inger’s breadth in length; 
which yet two Months after the Wound was 
“cured, the Patient voided by Stool. ; 

‘Hildanus in his 6th Obfervatien tells us, that 
he took out the point of a Knife, which had re 
main’d two years,among the acute Procefles of 
the Verterbra of the Loins, without producing 
any Accident there. 

det us now therefore acknowledge that N= 
ture is wonderful in her Operations ' Thefe 
Examples, together with my own Experience, 
and Reafon, have made me very cautious in 
drawing forth of Bullets, when they are not 
lodg’d in Places where they may marr, or 
“quite deftroy the A&ion of any Part; nor in 
‘danger of falling into fome Cavity, 

This Cure, is of it felf enough to convince 
any one of the Advantage, and to eftablifh the 
Credit of my Praétice ; it having been pub- 
lickly perform’d, yea authoriz’d and approv’d 
by many learn’d Phyficians, and skillfal Sur- 

geons of the Court of Savoy, 
Since that time, I have in feveral Places, 
and in diverfe Hofpitals, cured many, who 
have had their Thighs pierced quite through, 
Without either Tents or Dilaters 3 fave only in 
the firft Dreifing, for fupporting, and contain- 
ing the Aftringents neceffary to ftop the Bleed- _ 
| oe age ing 
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ing. This is contrary to Pareus his Method, 
who in the thirty feventh Chapter of.his tenth 
Book of Wounds affirms, that Wounds of the 
Thighs and Legs ought to be kept long open, 
that “the corrupted Membranes may have time 
to fuppurate and come away: as if, indeed, Na- 
ture that has brought folid Bodies, fuch as Iron, 
Bullets, Bones, &c. to the Orifice of Wounds, 
even after they have been a confiderable time 
cicatrizd, as hath been formerly obferv’d, 
were not of fufficient Power and Sagacity, to 
expell fome Shreds of corrupted Membranes, 
But to avoid corrupting of the Part, the 
Wounds muft be fpeedily clos’d up 5 Je and 
Dilaters laid afide 3 the Air muft be carefully 
excluded from the wounded Parts, great Sup- 


_ puratives muft be cafhier’d; and we muft drefS | 


as quickly, and as feldom as poffible. 


CHAP. XXVIL 
Of the Knees. 
OBSERVATION XXVI. 


N the Year 1691. when I was at Pignerol, 
a Captain of a Battalion of the King’s Re- 
giment, commanded by M. de Launay, was | 


| wounded in | the right Apes with a Bullet, 


which 
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| which went in at the outward and middle,. 


‘and came out at the inward and upper part 
_ thereof. He was dreft tor four whole Months 


by a Surgeon of the Army, very well skill’din _ 
his Imployment, but who followed the com- 
mon Method: He had alfo advis’d with the 
Surgeon Major of Pignerol, who had given o- 
ver hopes of the Cure; The Surgeon that had 
him under Cure, not thinking to make any 
long ftay in this City, propos'd to me, after 
fo long a time, to undertake the Care of dref- 


_fing him 5 which I al did, i 


I found five or fix Holes in his Knee, all of 
them filld with Tents that were hard, and 


_ long enough to reach to the Bottom. His 


Leg and Foot were f{well’d,_ his Body very 
thin, and he had a flight Fever, which had ne- 
ver left him from the firft time he receiv’d 
his Wound, with perpetual Watchings, and 
a Loathing of all kind of Food. . 

I began to leave out all the Tents, and 
with a fmall Incifion at the loweft Part 


_ thereof, I dilated the Wound: | laid afide the 


- 


Aroniatick Wine, that had. been {o long us’d 
fo no purpofe; and left off the ufe of a certain 


| Injeétion, which being apply’d twice a Day, 
by the Intolerable Pains it occafion’d , had: 
' Mangled all the Joynt, and caus’d a communi- 


eation amongft all the Holes, which were ex- 


actly ftopt with the Fingers, every time that 
e , 7 


Medieine 
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Medicine was employ’d, that it might make 
fome Stay in the Part. 

I. drefs'd him indeed with the Remedies, 
that had been formerly us’d; but I took Care.to 
apply them more conveniently, and: to accom- 
modate’em better to the Nature of the Part, 
and. of the Wound. . 

_ When I came to fee him the Day following, 
fo. foon as he faw me he embrac’d me, and 
fwore in the prefence of many Officers, that 
‘he. was-inexprefibly oblig’d to me: Andy, 
which was no lef furprifing than true, he told 
‘me, that he had flept all Night, tho’ he had 
not done fo, fince the firft Day of his Wound. 
‘that he felt no more Pain in his Knee, and be- 
lieved his Fever was gone. | 

He was fo encourag’d with this good: Suc- 
-cefS, that from that time forth he thought him- 
felf cured. For. five or fix Days, he was. 
drefd after the fame manner once a Day 3 
‘and-after that. once every other Day 3 nei- 
ther did: I change the Oyntments and Plais 
fers, which had been fo long usd before with- 
outany Advantage. The Cure was compleat- 
ed in lef than a: Months After which I ad- 
vis’d him to go into his own Country, there to 
 nfe the Waters, in order to firengthen the 
Part that was weakened by the frequent Dre 
fing, and if poffible to enable him freely to exe 
fend ite | 


REFLEC. 
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REFLECTION. 


It appears by this Cure, that a good Method 

is the moft effeétua] Remedy, and the princi- 

pal Inftrument jn healing Wounds. If any 
Man will but be at the Pains, to ponder this _ 
Cafe, I doubt not but he will be convinie'd, 


held up under them’; being-at the fame time 
 depriv’d of al] neceflary Conveniences, brea- - 
thing: in an unhealthful and corrupted’ Air, 


> The Account J have given of this Cure, Kas 


- mothing in it which is not exadly conformable 
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Lyon, and Chief Phyfician of the King’s Ar- 
mies in Jtaly. 

Tis true, the Wounds of the Joynts require 
very great Care, there being few that are ob- 
noxious to more troublefom Accidents + and 
when the Part is much fhatter’d, they are 
qudg’d mortal. However I am very certain 
that great Abufe is committed, in the man- 
‘ner of Dreffing them; and this I judg’d my 
felf oblig’d not to conceal. 
| The Foynts moreover, are nervous OF ten* 
dinous Parts, and are known to. be of a cold 
and moift Temperament: wherefore they 
mmuft be guarded from the Attacks of the Air; 
they muft not be exafperated by the Touches 
of Tents and Dilaters 5 putrifying Medicines 
muft be fupprefs’d, becaule they weaken the | 
Parts to which they are apply d, and ruin 
thefe that are nervous and tendinous- 

All thefe liquid things which are common- 
ly us’d, are alfo hurtful to the Joynts; fuch 
as Aromatick Wine, Fomentations, and Inje- 
&tions, &c. Such things as are heating and 
drying are profitable: We muft endeavour to 
hinder the Wafte of the Spirits; and feafon- 
ably to perform the neceflary Diverfions 5 ob- 
ferving a drying and flender Diet, and uling 
fo the Wound Sarcotick Medicines, fuch as 
Balfams, or Spirit off Wine; avoiding alfo. 
long and frequent Drethngs. If this Method’ is: 
followed, all thefe Accidents, which ordina-: 

: . rily 
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rily accompany Wounds of this Nature, will 
be prevented. . 
Fabricius ab Aquapendcnte, in his firft Party 


+ Book I. Chap. 49. treating of Wounds in the 


Joynts, fays, What they are not only ex- ° 
treamly hard to be cur’d, but alfo dangerous 
, and mortal; and he adds » that the Cure is 
_ dangerous and dificult, both in regard 6f their 
own Effence, and alfo of that of the Joynts :. 
for Nature being the Caule that produces Flefh, 
and: fills up Wounds, is. lef vigorous in the 
Joynts,. which are cold. ia Temper, and de~ 
ftitute of Blood and Fleth, than elfewhere ¢ 
elpecially when weakened. yet further by ‘a 
Wound. | 
Afterwards in the fame Chapter, being fup- 
Ported by the Authority of Galen, in his third 
Book Of Frafures, he affirms, That whatever 
lies under the Skin, is advantag’d by being 
cover'd therewith : and confidering that the 
Joynts are cold, without Blood, and Without 
. Flesh, he fays that their natural Heat is foon 
extinguithed, efpecially when €xpos'd to the . 
Cold of the Air. Thefe were the Thoughts 

~ of this Author, whe was accuftomed to ufe the 
| Stitch on fuch- Occafions, to prote& this kind 
of Wounds, from the Injuries of the Air. 

_He further adds in the fame Chapter, that | 
Wounds in theJoynts ought not to be left open, 
Or expos'd to the cold Air, becaufe thereby 
we run the hazard of quenching the Natural 

I y 
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Heat, and of a Gangrene; or if this fhould 
not fall out, yet is there feldom feen any Di- 
geftion in the Wound, when fo treated. 2 
Thefe Parts then, as hath been faid, are- 
. naturally very weak, deftitute of Heat, and 
plentifully watered with Moifture ; which by - 
reafon of the abounding Salts, is apt to con- 
tract an Acrimony and Matlignity 5 efpecially 
when it is retain’d in the Part with Tents: 
Now this fame Moifture, infinuating it {elf 
into the Pores of the nervous Fibers, fails 
not to harden them, and render them callous ; 
from whence it comes, that. thefe Wounds of- 
ten end in Fiftula’s. °Tis obfervable alfo, 
that if there happen any Change or Diforder 
in the Blood, this Humour becomes {0 cerro- 
five, that it rots the Bones, and deftroys the 
Parts where it comes. Long and frequent. 
Drefling, moreover, °occafion the like Acci- 
dents, becaufe of the Admiffion of the Air, 
that increafes the force of the Acids, and ea- 
fily deftroys that {mall Portion of Spirits and 
Heat, with which thefe Parts are furnifh’d. © 
_ All thefe things are of the greateft Impor- 
tance, and well deferve our ferious Confide- 
ration :. and if Reafon in any thing ought.to 
prevail over Cuftom, ’tis chiefly here, where 
the Life of Mankind is concern’d, which is a 
thing fo precious, that it very well Merits our 
moft particular Care. 


After 
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After all,I am of the Mind, that the Autho- - 
rity of fo famous a Perfon.as Fabricius ab Aqua-- 
_ pendente, ought to give fome Reputation to my’ 
Opinion. But before I conclude this Chapter - 
FE will moreover affirm, that if Wounds in the - 
Joynts are hard to be cur’d, and often degene- - 
rate into Fiftula’s; this isnot fo much owing . 
to the weaknefs of the Parts, as to to the Man-- 
ner, usd by moft part of Surgeons, in dreffing 


them. 


CHAP. XXVIII 


q : Of the. Leg. 


OBSERVATION XXVIU.. 


 £Ne La Grandeur, who was of the Guards. 
of the Marfhall de Catinat, General of - 


the King’s Forces in Italy, being at.the Siege 


_ of Luxemburg in the Year 1684. had received 


a Wound, with the Shiver of a Grinade, in 


the left Leg, which left: behind it an Ulcer 


near the inward Ankle, that had baffled the 


Care of the Surgeons. 


This Man being at Piguerol, about the be- 


ginning of the Year 1692. took a Refolution 
_to have his Ulcer cur’d, tho’ it had been of a 
pretty long ftanding, and was to him inftead 


of an Iffue. Here he finds a Surgeon pliant 
oes ar 7 enough 


~ 


is aa 
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enough ; who, without forefeeing what Acci- 
_ dents’ might follow, or confidering the Evil 
Difpofition of Body, and the bad Confitution 
of the Patient, takes bim in Hand, ei Zia 
and heals.up this Ulcer. 

But in a little time after, he had single Oc 
- eafion to repent tbe Gest of his undertg- 
_ king: For the impure Humors of- that un- 
wholfom Body, which had taken their Courfe 
that Way, not finding any Outgate, were by 
degrees gathered together in the Member, 
_and by their Stay, arriv’d at a pitch of Malig- 
nity fufficient to caufe a Gangrene. 

On the middle and inward Part of the Leg 
there arofe a Tumor, or {welling, which was® 
forthwith taken by his Surgeon, who had very 
little underftanding in fuch Cafes, for a Phleg- 
mons; whereupon without further Deliberation, 
he begins with Bleeding, which he repeated 

five or fix Times. 

~The Humor retain’d in the Part, not being 
able to come to a perfeét Concoétion, becaule 
of the defe&t of Heat and’ Spirits, made its 
malignity appear, and corrupted a great Part 
of the Leg. The Gangrene appeared: And 
the Surgeon mae an opening in the higheft 
part of the Tumor, from whence came forth a 
little foetial Lympha. But the Difeafe increa- 
fix’ every Moment, both the Patient and the. 
Surgeon were allarm’d, and fought out for 

pags 
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fome Body to advife with, about cutting off 
the Member. | | 

T was order’d by the Marquefs of Chamlay, . 
Who was then at Pignerol, to go fee him, and- 
to employ my utmoft Care to retrieve him if 
pofiible, from that miferable Condition. £- 
_ Made incifions in his Leg, from the Knee te 
the Ancle on the infide, and touch’d it with a 
very piercing Spirit fo far as the Gangrene 
reach'd: I ordered for the Patient the ftrong- 
eft Cordials, not forgetting Oriental Bezoar, 
and generous Wine, which I caus’d to be given 
him from time to time. / 
Three Days pafd over, in {pite of all I 
_conid do, before a Stop was put to the pro- 
grels of the Gangrene ; The unfeafonable’ 
Bleedings, his Diet, his Fever, and the other 
Evils with which he was oppreft, had fo im- 
Pair’d his Strength, that nothing could be 
hop’d therefrom. Neverthelefs, I judg’d no | 
‘Way wou’d be more compendious and effe@nu- 
al, than that of Sweat, to withftand the Evil 
in its Principle, and to.eafe Nature overwhel- - 
-med witha World of Impurities: Wherefore: 
I did my Endeavour to procure it 3 and for 
- that Purpofe made him take one Evening a: 
~ Zentle Sudorifick. 
This Remedy had all the fuccefs J could ex- 
_ pect ; the Patient fweated a little that Night, . 
which forthwith put a ftop to the Courfe of 
the Gangrene. The Efcar came away but very 
Z I 5 ee 4 flowly:: 
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flowly, becanfe ot the weakne& of the Patient. 
But when this was intirely feparated, another . 
Accident fuperven’d, which threw us into a 
‘new perplexity: Foralarge Jendow that had 
been altered by the Gangrene, and was wafted 
by the Suppuration, being joyn’d to its Origi- 
nal by a fmall Portion only, drew after it the 
Matter; and notwitlftanding aJl our Care, 
form’d a very confiderable Ad/cefs under the 
Joynt of the Knee, which by enereafing by 
little and little overfpread all the hinder Part 
ofthe Thigh, 

I dilated the Wound, making a frefh Incifion, 


- wherein I puta very fmall Dilater, to hinder 


its clofing up: EF us’d the Dilater for feven or 
eight Days, in which time-the Matter increas’d, 
the Sinus was enlargd, and the Thigh fwell’d 
and became painful. 

I refolv’d then, to find the moft depending. 
' Part, that I might there make a Counter-O- 
pening, whereby to give a paflage to the Hu- 
mors, sind to hinder their Abode in the Part: 
fol made a mark without, upon the Place i 
deftin’d for that Operation. 

Neverthelefs, I was willing firft, to try all 
other means I could think on: I begun to- 
leave out the Dilater, which I had only kept 
between the Lips.of the Wound, not fuifering 
it to pafs into the Cavity of the Ulcer: fo I 
dreft the Wound only with a Pledget, and a 
Rlaiiter, and fuch a Bandage as might keep, 
them on. The 


ws 


Pie 


_ Dilaters 5’ refolving now to ufe more Caution. 


ei 


7 The Hofpital-Surgeon. 179 


he next Day, very little Matter came az _ 


way ; and the Day after that, yet iefS: The 
fwelling, and Pain of the Thigh were dimi- 


nifht ; the large and deep Sinus was fil’d up - 


in four of five Days ; thus:the Operation I de- 
ten or twelve Days after. . 


REFLECIAG We. 


_fign’d was prevented, and the Patient cur’d in . 


"Tis no wonder, that very many able Sure - 
geons, have been deceiv’d, without perceiy- - 


who had bid them open difiance. could not 


_ keep my felf from a Surprife: And indeed he 
‘muft be a capital Enemy to’em, and have ex- 


perienc’d their pernicious confequences, who 


can lmagine that a thing fo fmall, as this Tent : 
_ Was, could occafion {ich confiderable Acci- 


dents. 


I was much amaz’d at this Event, and cone - 


‘ing it, in the too frequent ufe of Texts, and - 
Dilaters, thefe fatal Inftruments ; feeing I, . 


firmed thereby in my Averfion for Tents and . 


_ than ever, if I fhou’d at any Time be necefli- - 


tated to ule them. 


I willingly own, that the Colleétion of Mat- ~ 


ter under the Thigh was not occafion’d by 


Tents: They are not always the Caufe of — 


Impoftumations, nor of the Accidents that 


follow. Notwithftanding their Use contributes . 
; | much: 
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much to delay the Cure, and to render the. 
Symptoms were obftinate, as-may be feen by 
the preceeding Cure: For after the widening 
of the Sore, a free paffage being given, the 
Matter would have been difcharg’d infenfibly, 
and without Intermiffion, if it had not Been 
hindered by the Dilater ; which, how little fo- 
ever, was yet fufficient to obftrué its paflage. 

I hope then, I fhall not be thought with- 
out good Reafon, to have done my endeavour 
to put down the ule of Tents, feeing it is attend- 
ed with fuch pernicious Confequences. Tis 
ealy to judge, that if a little Dilater, about 
the bignefS of a middle-fiz’d Bean, was able to 
occafion fuch troublefome Symptoms; a long 
and thick one, muft have caus’d much more Ir- 
ritation and Diforder. If I had continued to ufe 
that. Extraneous Body yet eight Days longer, 
it would have brought on a new Mortifica- 
tion, which at that Time, might have laid the 
Patient in his Grave, conflidering the deplora- 
ble Eftate he was reduc’d to by his former Di-- 
ftempers. 


CHAP: 


_—— 


ee 
Cr AL Ps SAIS, 
Of another Hurt in the Leg. 
“OBSERVATION xxvitt. 


| N that fame Year, when I was in the Hof 
pital of Brianfon, there was brought thither 
a Soldier of the Colonel’s Company in Ca- 
tinat’s Regiment of Foot » who had both 
the Bones of his left Leg broken together with 


a Wound, two Fingers breadth below the Gar-, 
ter: This Accident befell him upon the Works 


of the forefaid City. ; 

The lower. part of the Tiiia, came ont at 
the Wound, and. pafs'd over its upper Part 
two Fingers breadth ; wherefore we were ne- 
ceffitated ‘to_make a vigorous Extenfion, be- 
fore we could put all things in their right 
Place: We joyued the Lips of the Wound, 
and drefs'd with Pledgets only ; having made 
an Embrocation, to diffolve a very confidera- 
ble Bruife, to which we apply’d our Diapalma 
diffolv’d: Two or three Fingers breadth: a- 
bove the Fraéture, we encompafs’d the Mem- 
ber with a little Roller, ufing another in like 
manner below it; the {pace between we filrd 
up with double Compreffes, dipt in Wine or 
Brandy + under the Leg we us’d a Paft-board, 

to 
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to hinder its bending at the Fracture, and o- » 
ver this the Bandage with eighteen tails; Fi- 
nally, having lake all faft with the Juncks, 
and their furniture; Diverfions were made in 
due time, and a Courfe of Diét ordered. 

By reafon of the Contufion, we were fore’d 
to dref§ once a Day 3. which we did without 
undoing the Rollers, or giving any trouble to 
the Member ; and when [ faw the Bruife, be- 
gin to be difipated, from which I had fear’d 
fome Accidents, he was drefs’d but once in 
two Days:.On.the twelfth Day, we took of 

—the Rollers, that we might ftraiten them a 

_ Hittle; which we did in fuch a manner, that 
the Bones remain’d ftreight and unmovd ; the 
Wound then had begun to fill up; and there 
was not the leait Exfoliation, nor Separation 
of any Bone. — 

_ The Wound was compleatly curd iu nine- 
teen or twenty Days’; after which we usd the 
Rollers, with Splents and the Juncks upon the 
Place of the Fraéture. 

This‘ Patient was pretty fortunate in this, - 
that during the Cure he had not felt the leaft 
Diiturbance, or Inconvenience 3; notwithftand- 
ing of the UnwholfomneS of the Beds in the 
Hofpitals of the Army: After fourty Days 
the Juncks were laid afide, and he began to 
walk with Crutches ; and in a Month after he 
return’d te the Regiment. 


REELEC- 
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REFLECTION. 


By this Cure, which was publickly per- 
-form’d, it appears; that it is not abfolutely 
neceflary, to widen the Wound in complica- - 
ted Fraé¢tures, as fome are of Opinion 3 for 
fo foon as it is dilated, the Cavity is fill’d with 
Matter, that flides in between the broken 
Bones 3 and being once there, it is impoffible 
to bring it away, ‘or hinder its Stay; and thus 
it alters and rots the Bone which it touches $ 
it dilutes and depraves the nutricious Juice 
thereof, mixing with it, and rendring it un- 
fitfor breeding a Calls: Finally , it caufes 
Exfoliations and Separations of Bones from the 
Extremities of the Fraéture; and oftentimes 
fliding along the Bone upon the Periofteum, 
produces Abfceffes, and Sinuffes very hard to 
be cur’d. | , 

The Patient all this time, is in very great 
danger; chiefly in an Hofpital, where he is 
every day tormented once, and often twice, 
with longand painful Dreffing. The Part is 
weakened, and the whole Body wafted away. 
Befidestis. obfervable that but few Fractures 
that are accompany’d with a W ound, are ever 
cur’d in Hofpitals, efpecially when dref’d ac- 
cording to the ordinary Method; and above 
all, thefe of the Thighs and Legs, where the 
Wounded is confin’d to his Bed, are mot fel- 
dom cur’d. — : Among 


- 
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Among all the Ancients that I have read, 
I find none that. more favours my Method of 
treating complicated Fraétures, than Fabricins 
ab Aquapendente ; for in his firft Part, Book 4. 
Chap. 9. and in many other Places of his 
Works, he is not for dilating fuch kind of 
Wounds ; but leaves the Separation. of Bones 
to Nature’s conduét : And tho’ he expeé, 
that fome Splinters.of Bones are to come away, 
yet he fails not to ftitch up the Wound: For, 
fays he, Nature will never cure: a Wound, in 
that Place where a Bone is ta be excluded ;_ 
wherefore we ought to endeavour, to. heal 
up fuch.Wounds ; which we fhall not be able 
to effe&, unlefs Nature Judge it: convenient, ~ 
and find that their remaining open woutdlbe 
unprofitable. ? 


Cobh A i eet 
Of a third Wound ia the Leg. 
OBSERVATION XXIX.. 


XN the fifteenth of June, .1698. a Mafon: 


call'd La pierre, was fent from Mont Dau- -’ 
phin, to the Hofpital at Brainfon, who.laboring 
on the Fortifications of that Place, had the 


inner Bone of his right Leg broken about the 
middle 
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middle, with a Wound fix Fingers breadth - 
long, and twoin width. This was one of the — 
moit confiderable Fraétures that had come un- 
der our Care in this Hofpital, and yet one of 
thefe that were fooneft cur’d. 

After we had reduc’d the Fraéture, we 
joyned the Wound,and dreft it with a good In- 
carnative; we fomented where it was neceflary, 
and put on the Dreffings in the manner above 
defcrib’d, we perform’d the ufual Diverfions, 
and left all untouch’d for three Days. We 
dreft it a fecond time after the fame manner, 
letting it alone again other: three Days: In 
fine, at the fourth .dreffing, that is upon the 
twelfth Day from the firft drefling, the Wound 
was quite fill’d up, and more than half skin’d 
over; wherefore ftraightway, as gently as 
was poflible, we took off the Bandage with 


_ eighteeen tails, ufing inftead thereof Rollers, 


with light and eafy’Splents upon the Fraéture : 
no Accident happen’d during all the time. In 
fourty Days {pace he was able to walk with 
‘ Sticks, which alfo he laid afide foon after. 


REFLECTION. 


* This wounded Man was fhewed as a Prodi- 
ZY, to all who came to the Hofpital. Tho’ 
this Cure had been the only one, I had ever 
perform’d this way; yet the Succels I had 
therein, had been fufficient to convince me of 
: the 
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the Excellency of this Method ; and to en- 
gage me to follow it during my Life. But» 
feeing it is moreover fupported and approv’d 
by Authors , and confirmed by many other 
Cures of a like Nature ; all the pretended Rea- 
fons that may be brought againft it, will - 
prove too weak to overthrow it, and will be 
’ flighted by all Men of good Senfe, and Lovers 
of the Truth: And whatfoever may be faid in 
order to cenfure it,will be fo far from leflening 
its Merit, that it will rather heighten the E- 
fieem taereof. r* . 

In the laft Part of this Work, where Itreat’ - 
of Frattures that are attended with a Wound, 
I give fome Reafons, farther to juftify this way 
of Prattice. 


CHAP, XXXL 


Another Cafe, whereby this Way of Dref- 
Jing complicated Fra€tures of rhe Legs; 
is confirne d. 


OBSER VATION XXX. 


Soldier call’d La Violette, of the Regiment 

of Nivernois, and Compahy of Boral, was ~ 

brought to the Kings Hofpital, fettled at the 

~ Abby of Owx, on the firft of May 1696. He 
; had 
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- had two Wounds upon the Os fiacipitis of the 


' right fide with the Bone uncover’d; all his Face 
was bruisd; three of the true Ribs on the 
fame Side, were forc’d inwards ; he had many 
Bruifes on his Body ; his right Arm was out 
of Joynt; aadthe Hand all torn; both his 

_ Legs were broken and fhatter’d, the Right 
one without a Wound, and the Left with one 
All which Havock was caus’d by a Fall from a 
very high Rock, near the Barrier of the Fort 
a’ Exille. 

All his Wounds were drefs’d, but thefe of 
his Head, which were not obferv’d till the — 
next Day. His Arm was reduced; his right 

* Leg, which was broken about three Fingers 
breadth above the Ancle, was dreft with the 
circular Bandages the left with that of ei gh- 
teen tails; the Tibia was broken to pieces in 

_ the middle 3 many of the Splinters were out | 

_ Of their Places, being unloos’d from the Bone 

at one Ends anc fe could not he brought toge- 

_ ther, and altogether fet right in the firf 
Dreflings ; the Orifice of the Wound was not 

large, and we did not dilate it 7 It bled indif- 

_ ferent much for the three or four firft Days. 

_# let the bleeding ftay of it felf, without w- 

_ fing Aftringents. I let him Blood many Times, 
both in regard of the Contufions and Fra@tures, 

_ and alfo becaufe of the forcing in of the Ribs, 

Which occafion’d a great difficulty of breathing. 

~Icaus’d a hole to be made in the Straw~Bed 

and 
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and Cloathes, which was fowed round, to af= 
ford him the conveniency of going to Stool, 

without being removed. it being impofhible 
to touch him, without putting x ies to grievous 
Torments. The Wounds in the Head were 
foon flld up, without any apparent Exfoliati- 
on; the Bruifes in his Face were remov’d 5 
his Ribs were reftor’d by means of fticking; 
Plaifters; and the difficulty of breathing, con- 
tinu'd but. for fix or feven Days: The Diflo- 
cation of his Arm, and the Wounds of -his. 
Hand gave us no trouble: The fimple Frac- 
ture, tho’ the Bone was fhatter’d, was not fol- 
low'd with any Accident ; the Wound of the: 
compound one, was compleatly heald in eight 
or nine Days ; after which, we put little Bol- 
fters upon the protuberant piecés of the fhat- 
tered Bone, tying them on with Rollers ; 
which had fo good fuccefS, that at the next 
Drefling, no inequality was to be feen. A- 
bout the fortiethDay after the receiving hisFall 
he was able to ftand up with Crutches; and 
his left Leg that had the complicated Fraéture,_ 
was ftronger and more clever, than the Right, 
that had the fimple one ons whieh., wae 
much admir’d by many- 


REFLECTION... 
This Cure may be of excellent Ufe, to efta- 


blifh the is of the others, if there is.any. 
need. 
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need thereof. That which makes it remarka- 
ble, is, the two Fraétures ofa different Kind, 
in the fame Perfon, one of them being compli- 
cated, which yet was fooneft curd; and the 
Patient was able to ufe the Leg wherein it was, 
before the other. M. Davejan, and M. Mi- 
ehellet, the King’s Phyficians in this Hofpital, _ 
knowing Men, and beyond all Exception, 
were Witnefles of what I have here related : 
and know that I have added nothing to the 
Truth: ’tis thoughtalfo, that this is the firft 
time, that a complicated Fraéture was dreft 
after this manner in this Hofpital, tho? it be of 
a pretty long itanding. Thef fame Gentle- 
men have oftentimes feen, Wounds no lefs con- 
fiderable then thefe, brought by the fame Me- 
thod to a fpeedy and happy Cure. - : 

I believe indeed, that the ftrong Conftitu- 
tion of the Patient, conduced much to the 
good Succefs of the Cure; but it is no lefs true, 
_that the requifite Diverfions were not delayed, 

‘whereby whatever might have occafion’d trou- 
blefome Accidents,was remoy’d: moreover, he 
Was gently treated in dreffing, and the Sores 
were not exafperated, fo that in the firft Days 
hefelt but a very flight Pain: He refted well, 
and was able to take with much eafe, fuch 
Food as was proper for him. 

You will very feldom fee, a wounded Per- 
fon in fo'deplorable a Condition, as this Man 
was: All the Parts of his Body, were either 

3 ~ wounded, 
B30 
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wounded, or bruis’d: Had but any Accident 
‘followed, Death had been unavoidable, and 
our Care in vain: and if the Diffolvents and 
Diaphoreticks , had not unloaded the Parts, 
promoting the Circulation of the Blood, and 
Courfe of the Humors by a gentle and infenfi- 
ble Tranfpiration, I doubt the Event had 
neither been fo fudden, nor fo defirable. 

*Tis. well known, that in Praétice, there is 
. a great difference made between Fraétures not 

accompanied with a. Wound, and thofe that 
are: inmany Places, the latter are accounted 
very hard to be cur’d, and often are Judg’d in- 

curable ; efpecially thofe of the lower Extre- 
mities, that indifpenfibly oblige the Patient to 
deep his Bed. 

I don’t queftion but very many, efpecially 
the Admirers of Antiquity, will find fault with 
this Methed,and reje& my Rules; but let them, 
with all my Heart, charitably oblige the Pub- 
lick, with more eafy and more fure Ways, 
cand, confirm them with unqueftionable Experi- 
ence, and. I promife them, to be among, the 
Ant that {hall embrace their Party. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, XXXIL 
Of the Feet. 
‘OBSERVATION Xxx1, 


~PPON the 25th of June of the fame 
| . Year 1696, an Ivith Gentleman, calP'd 
_ Fokn Donoughal, Nephew. to Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Athlone, was brought to the Hofpital of 
 Brianfon , having been wounded at an Aétion 
in the Valley of Barcelonetta, He was fhot 
into the right Foot: and the Bullet entring on 
the upper and foremott part of the Metataz/us 
towards the Side, was lodg’d between two 
Bones of the fame Part, 
__ & Surgeon, upon. the Spot, did whatever 
he conld, to draw out the Bullet, by the fame 
way, it entreds but his Endeavours proy’d 
~ fruitless. ! 
The firft Day that I dreg it, after I had 
confider’d the Wound, and: obfery’d the Way 
of the Bullet,. Ifoundit could not be got out; 
- UnilefS a Counter-Opening were made $. which 
accordingly: was done, at the middle-and: hine 
_ der Part of the Metatarfus, andthe Bullet was 
‘drawn-out with very: little Pains 


The 
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_ The Wounds were dreft according to our 
Method, with Embrocations over all the Part; 
Diverfions were not omitted, and he wasdrefs'd 
but once a Day with our fimple Remedies, 

-and the Plaifter of diffolv’d Diapalma. | 
The Efcar being feparated, no great Suppu- 
ration enfu'd; no Bones came away,at leaft that 
we could obferve : henceforth he was dreft but 
every other Day, and was cur’d in thirty 
Days,or thereabouts ; after which time he re-_ 
turn’d on Foot to his Regiment. 


REFLECTION. 


Tis almoft univerfally known, that Wounds 
of the Extremities, accompanyd with a Frac- 
ture, are tedious and troublefom to be curd < 
the Tendons and Nerves that here abound, 
make thefe Parts of a quick Senfe, and render 
the Wounds therein, obnoxius to grievous Ac- 
cidents: therefore it is that they require to be 
drefs’'d with much Gentlenefs, and Remedies 
- particularly faited to °em.” I have elfewhere 
remark’d, that Tents, and putrifying Medicines, 
are extreamly hurtful to Nervous and Tendi- 
nous Parts, wherefore I fhall fpeak no more of 
them. . I fhall enly here take notice, that: 
fome. prepoffeft: Perfons have had the confi- 
. dence to fay, that this Way of Drefling, fo 
gentle and fo eafy, has fomething of Rafhnefs 
in it; that it is very dangerous to omit the 

he -Circum:- 
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Circumftances obferv’d by the Ancients; that 
their Rules, were not laid down without good 
*Reafon; and that their Method, in Fine, 
_ ought to be put in Pra@ice among the Soldj- 
ers, Tho’ Reafon and Experience are both on 
my Side; yet Iam ready further to maintain, - 
that this Method has nothing of Temerity in 
it, feeing it follows the Foorfteps of Nature, 
which ought ever to be our Guide in the Cu- » 
“Ying of Wounds. We can never £0 aftray, if 
_we follow her Condué ; and if we {werve from 
her Paths, we can’t but fall headlong into 
Dangers. 
. Mereover, it is no lef neceflary, to be an 
able Surgeon, and expert in Pra€tice, in order 
fo manage a Cure according to this Method, 
that appears fo eafie ; than according to the 
common way of Praétice, which is full of fo 
Many Circumftances that are ever unprofita- 
‘ble, and oftentimes pernicious. And we may 
Teafonably prefiume, if our Method has been fo 
fuccefsful, when praétis’d on Soldiers dieted and 
dre din an Hofpital, where the Air is often- 
times infeed ; that it will yet be much more 
fo when uled towards Patients, who have al] 
the Conveniences of Life, and who breath in a 
pure Air, | 
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Ch he RARE 
Of the Feet. 
OBSERVATION XXXIL 


* ‘Hen I was at Luferne, intheYear 1688. 
a Soldier of the Trained-Bands, was 
brought to the Hofpital there ; who had re- 
ceiv’d a fhot in his right Foot, that was pretty: 
remarkable for the way of the Bullet; which 
was of a very fall Size. It enter’d at the 
inward and middle part of the great Toe, and 
‘came out at the end of the little one ; no Ex- 
coriation appearing either above or below. | 
The firft and fecond Bones of the great 
‘Foe were broken: the fecond of the three 
next, were intirely crufh’d to pieces 5 and the: 
laft of the little Toe in like manner. : 
When we parted the Toes one from ano- 
ther, a great many little pieces of Bones were 
to be feen, which feem’d only to hang by a 
Thread. I firft fet to rights every Bone by 
it (elf; and afterward fet them in order one 
with another: between every Toe and its fel- 
low, I gently flipt in a little piece of Linnen, 
dipt in Spirit of Wine; and I made {mall 
Compreffes pretty hard afd longith, which I put 
| above 
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above, and under the Toes, in form of Splents, 
being wet alfo with Spirit of Wine: 1 wrapt 
all upin Linnen, without Oyntments or Plaj- 
fters; and fupported the Foot with a Sole, 
fuitaining all with an eafie Bandage. : 
__ I took off the Dreffings after two Days, and 
without. removing the little pieces of Linnen 
between the Toes, I fomented all the Part ? 
With Spirit of Wine, and dref’d it as before “4 

the Suppuration was but very fmall; and in- 

_ deed it was with Defign to prevent it that I 
us'd nothing but the Spirit of Wine; which 
‘was the only Remedy I employ’d to compleat 

_ the Cure: this was effe@ed in about three 
Weeks time, without the coming away of the 
Jeaft bit of the Bones, tho’ they had been 
intirely fhatter’d to Pieces. | | 


Era, ee: Ow, 


All Experience affures us, that “tis Nature 
and a good Methed that effeé the Cure, and 
“not at all either the great Labour, or vaft 
_ Charges beftowed upon it. If TF Kad ufed in 
_ this Cafe the ordinary Oyntments and putre- 

fying Medicines, they would have occafion’da 
_ plentiful Suppuration, whereby the Splinters 
of the Bones had been loofen’d > and brought 
away, the Cure had been delayed, and poffi- 
Bly the Toes loft’; which had been enough to 
render the-Patient lame for all his Life. 

pon) 2. Tho® 
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Tho’ this Cure is not of great Confequence, 
yet theConduét therein us’d,may fuffice to fhew, 
that the Bones do eafily enough reunite, when , 
they enjoy the neceflary Repofe; when the 
‘Air has no time to alter them, or to éxert its 
Efficacy in the Wound ; and when the. ufe of 
Suppurative Remedies ts laid afide, which 
areever hurtful, as has been above obferv’d: 
and I will here add, as to the lait mention’d 
Medicines, I know no kind of Wound, in 
what part of the Body foever, that does ab- 
folutely ftand in need of them. . 

But left I fhould weary my Reader, wich 
unprofitable Repetitions, I fhall content my 
felf, with having defcrib’d the two preceding 
Cures of Wounds in the Feet: tho’ in this Hof- 
pital, we have had a great number of this 
Nature through our Hands, that have had a 
moft Happy and comfortable Event. 


SA en ee FETE 


CHAP. XXXIV. 
The Conclufion of the Second Part. 


Ee my weak Reafonings, and the Authorities 
{ I have adduc’d , together with the Expe- 
riences, which I have faithfully related, fhall 
not prove fufficient, to convince fome Perfons 
of the Excellency of my Method; I have only 
one Requeft: to make,, to fuch as fhall uth: pal 

| their 
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their Approbation, which is, that they woud 
make a Trial thereof themfelves. ~ : 
I could have recited, a very great number 
ot Cures, like unto thefe contain’d in this fe- 
_eond Part: I ceuld have defcrib’d the Cures I 
have performed on wounded Perfons in my 
Travels; or in the Army, where Occafions of 
this Nature daily prefent themfelves, becaufe 
of the A€tions that ordinarly fall out: fuck 
are thofe of the Valley of Barcelonetta, and the 
Battel of Marfeiils, fought Of.4. 1693. But 
_ this would have been, fur the: moft part, to 
- fay the fame things over and over again; all 
thefe Cures being manag’d well nigh after the 
fame Way. 

‘I fuppofe, it will be eafily enough believ’d, 
that I could’ have enlarged the bulk of this 
Volume, with many other O&fervations 3 fee- 
ing it isa Truth, that in four Years time,. 
Wherein I have been in this Place, more than 
three Thoufand Perfons have gone from it come 
pleatly cur’d. ) 

Some there are, who, not being able to dif | 
cover the genuin Caufe, of the defirable Suc- 
eels, that has attended the Cures, done in 
this Hofpital ; and willing to blaft the Repu- 
tation of a Method, to which only they were 
owing; have attributed all to C kance, and 
have given out that we have been accompani-. 
ed with an Extraordinary Good Fortune: as if 
forfoeth, the Curing of Wounds were like a 
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Game at Cards, or throwing of Dice; or as 
if blind Chance had any thing to hy where 
Experience and good Conduét are fo indifpen- 
fibly neceffary. — 

_ [have hitherto only treated of fuch Wounds, 
as were very confiderable,-and were almoft all 
iomewhat complicated: from whence I hope 
it will be believ’d, that fimple Wounds, where- 
with I was, unwilling to fill up this Part, were 
curd, after this Methed, with much mere 
Speed and Eafe, than thofe here related. 

It may poffible be thought ftrange, that in 
certain Cures of fingle Centinels, defcrib’d in | 
this fecond Part, I have declared that I usd, 
on different Occafions, the Balfam of Peru 5 
which is fcarcely probable, confidering the 
Place, and the Condition of the Perfons. 
This I own; and do neverthelefs aver, that I 
have faid nothing but the Truth: But when 
it is confidered, “that his Royal Highne/s the. 
Duke of Savoy, fent his Apothecary to Luferne, | 
with Orders to fupply himfelf from thence, — 
with whatever was moft precious; and to fur- 
nifh a moft compleat Shop of Medicines, for 
the Hofpital of that Place, what I have faid 
will eafily be beliew’d; feeing not enly that 
Remedy, but alfo Pearls, Bezoar, and the mott 
coftly Cordials, were bought up, and usd 


. freely, and without Diftingtion. 
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"Hopp tal eens ene 


A New: Gentle, a oo = Way, to Cure 
fpeedily all forts of WOUNDS. 


cP A RE. Uh 


Exhibiting aGeneral View of the Author's new — 

Way of Praétice, mot only with refpet to 

Wounds, but in other Cafes belonging to Sur: 

gery; and 4-Defeription of the fimple Re- 
~ -mnedies he ufes : With fome Obfervations. 


i 


| Ci, & Pd. 
The Defign of this Part: And what it. 


COnLMNS. 


Ltho’ in the preceeding Parts of, - 

a this Book, where I declare the Ad- 
vantages, and Excellency of this Way, 
confirming the fame by Reafon, Au- 
thority, and fianifold Experiences, I have fuffi- 
ciently made known my Praéice, with Relati- 
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on to Wounds; yet, becaufe it is there deli- 
vered without any Method, and with frequent 
Interruptions, being interwoven with my Rea- 
fonings and Obfervations, I fhall for the Eafe, 
“and Advantage of my Reader, but efpecially of 
the young Surgeon, in this third Part give a ge-- 
neral Profped,as it were at once,of allthe Parts 
of my Praétice; and that not only in what con- 
cerns Wounds, to which J principally confin’d 
my felfin the two former Parts, but alfo in o- 
ther Cafes, that fall under the Surgeon’s Care. 
I will likewife here, ingenuoufly and with- 
out Referve, give a Defeription of the fimple 
and eafy Remedies which I have us’das well in 
the Cure of Wounds, asin that of ether Diftem- 
pers that come within the Jurifdi€ion of Surge- 
ty; the bappy and comfortable Effeats that I have 
fo frequently feen produc’d by them, is e- 
noughin my Opinion, to recommend them to 
the Efteem and Ufe of the Wife and unpreju- 
dicated Artift, and who candidly defigns the 
Good of fuch of his fellow Creatures, as fly 
to him for a Refuge in their Diftrefs. 
Finally, I will as I go along, deliver fome 
Obfervations very inftrudive, and ufeful to il- 
luftrat and confirm the Subjeéts, for the fake 
of which they are adduc’d: to which, when 
neceflary, Reflefions fhall be fubjoyn’d. I 
fhall begin with Jumors and Abfceffes. 


CHAP. 
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G He ae Pe: AT: 
Of Tumors and Abfceffes, 


Onfieur Bertrand, a Phyfician of Marfeilss° 

in his New Reflections upon Acid and Al- 

kali; gives, in few Words, a very clear, and 
exa& Notion of the Nature of Tumors. But 
fecing I am confined, by my prepofed De-- 
fign, only to declare my Prattice with refpeét 
to them; thofe who defire to fearch into their - 
Caufes, and examine their Differences, muft 
confult- fuch Authors as have written upon 


- them. 


The Moderns, are not well agreed aith the 
Ancients, in this Matter ; for fince the Circula- - 
tton of the Blood has been found out, the true 
Caufes of many Accidents, that fall out in the - 
Cure of Jumors, have been difcover’d, which 


the Ancients explain’d, ina manner altogether 


different. 
Wherefore, feeing a Difeate, dee its Nature » 


is underftood, is ealy to be cur’d, if one brings | 


_ but a little Application of Mind ; the young 
~ Surgeon, will do well to fearch into the Cau- 
fes of Tumors, in the Works of the Moderns, ._ 


where alfo he will find fuitable Remedies. Et- 
mullerus in his Medicinal Surgery, defcribes-a 
K 5) - great. . 
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great number of very proper Medicines ; as 
alfo M. Verdue in his Book call’d Pathalogie de 
“GO DUUN Ets. | “ , 
This. only Y'will fay by the by 3 that the 
Tumors that are accompanied with Inflamma- 
tion, fuch as a Phlegmon, and an Evyfipelas, have 
- more need of Diffoluing than Repercuffive Medi- 
eines ; Iwas confirm’d by Experiencein his O- 
pinion, and the Truth thereof at this Day is 
not doubted; tho’ yet it is contrary to the 
Rules of the Ancients: For a Phleginon pro- 
ceeding from an internal Caufe, according to 
the Moderns, is nothing elf but an Obftru@i- 
on of the Veflels, and that from an external 
‘Caufe may be accounted of the fame Nature? 
_ This Accident does very commonly happen in 
Gunfoot-Wounds : Uuder which Head, we will 
{peak a Word. or two thereof. 
According to thefe Principles, Refolvents 
are abfolutely neceflary in order to fulfil ‘the 
firft Intention, which is to diffolve or to caufe 
tran{pire the accumulated Humor. | 
An Eryfipelas, according to thefe fame Mo- 
derns, is caus'd by a fubtil and Volatil Acid, 
diffus’d over the Skin, or the Mufcles : Diffolving 
Medicines are alfo proper in this Difeafe z 
Spirit of Wine prepar’d with Campbire, the Sie 

gar of Lead, or Elder-Vinegay may be us’d. 
The Accidents that fellow upon a great E- 
ryfpelas, arefrighttul and violent. J rémem- 
ber, that when-I was at Luferme, a certain 
. ; ; Perfon 
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Perfon who had a Fever, was feiz’d. with a lik 
Diftemper ;-it reach’d from the middle of th© 
Thigh to the Heel: He was not fo wife, as t® 
give us notice of it in time, but kept the whol® — 
Part out of the Bed for a whole Night, in a 
pretty cold Seafon; which caus‘d fuch a Re-- 
 percuffion, that on the Morrow all the Pars 
_ was gangren’d, and all our Care and Diligence | 
could not prevent its intire Mortification ; for - 
ina very little time the Gangrene turn’d toa- 
Sphacelus. Before he dy’d the one half of his . 
Body was intirely corrupted and putrify’d: I 
never faw fo dreadful a Sight, or {melt fo in-. 
tollerable a Smell: For not only the Hofpital, . 
but even the whole City was in danger of be- 
ing infected thereby, when he was yet alive. 
“When an Eryfipelas, will not yield to diffol- 
ving Remedies, we ought without delay to 
have recourfe to Scarification of the whole 
Part, to. give a paflage to-the Blood ; and- 
moreover we fhou’d foment the whole Part 
with Spirit of Wine prepar’d with Camphire, or 
fome other Spirituous and piercing Liquor : Vi- 
_negar, wherein Sal armoniac is diffolv’d,or com- 
mon Salt when that is wanting, may alfo be 
usd. Notwithftanding it is not to be thought 
that Repelling Medicines, are altogether to 
be laid afide; only ’tis fit we know how to ule 
them in faitable Occafions. 
In the Year 1693. M. Dechamp, then Com- 
mander of the third Battallion of Sault, but 
now. 
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now Lieutenant Colonel of the fame Regiment, 
having an Eryfpelas in his Leg, had been treat- 
ted, with the’ Diffolving Remedies prefcrib’d 
by the Moderns, for three Weeks time, with- 
out perceiviug any advantage thereby: where- 
upon he caus’d himfelf to be brought to this 
Town, that he might be under my Care; 
and being inform’d by him of what Remedies 
had been us'd, I thought fit to apply Repercuf- 
fives s and in eight Days after he departed, be- 
ing intirely cur’d. In order to a prudent Ufe 
of Remedies, the Age, and the Conftitution of 
the Patient, the Seafon of the Year, and the 
- Nature of the Part affected are duly to be con- 
fidered. But I fhall not further infift npon a 
Subjeé&, from which I haften. 

Now asfor Adjceffes of all forts, which have. 
come under our Hands in this Hofpital, and. 
have been curd with an Expedition that may 
appear incredible, I will only fay this ; 
that judging it fufficient, to make a large 
opening in, them, I left the reft to the 
fage conduc of Natures not forgetting however 
general Remedies, and the ordering of Diet. 
But as for the dreffing of the Uleer, I only us'd 
a fimple Pledget, cover’d with the moft common 
Medicines ; and fometimes in cafe of a Cavity 
fmall Compreffes for expelling the Humor ; alfo 
a Plaifter, with a Bandage fufficient to keep it 
on. 


The 
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The great number of thofe, who have been 
treated, in this Hofpital, according to this 
Method, and cured in a very fimall time, is al- 
moft wholly beyond Belief. 

When the Orifice is not ftopt up with an Ex- 

-traneous Body, "tis evident that the Matter can 
make no Stay in the Parts, but will come away 
without Intermiffion ; and the Parts, that were 
thereby kept at fome diftance from one ano- 
ther,come together, and at the fame time,do al- 
together expel what may there be contain’d 3 
and leave no empty Space, for the Colleétion 
or Abode of what is ufélefs.and inconvenient: 
Hence the Parts are united, Nature aéts at her 
Freedom, whofe Balfam generates Fleth better 
than all the Remedies in Pharmacy. 

I hope I may_prefume, that none will think, 
I would have continued in the Ufe of this Me- 
thod, for fo long time, had I not éxperienc’d 
its defirable Effects, in a thoufand Occafions: 
and £ could fafely take my Oath, that never 
any the leaft Accident, happened to any of 
thofe, who were drefs’d atter this manner : 
Every one may believe as he thinks good of 
what I fay; but I dare aver, that 1am much 
more careful that what I fay fhould be True, 
than that it fhould be Perfrafive. ! 

As for Scrophulows Tumors, or a Bronchocele, 
I have not found any Remedy {0 fuccefful as 
Mercury; and I believe, in the Opinion I have 
ofit, Lam not fingular: the many Experi- 

ences 
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ences I have had thereof, make me much to-va- 
Ine it. He that well underftands the Cauwe and 
Nature of thefe Evils, and withall the Vertues 
and Ufes of the Remedy whereof I {peak, will 
agree with me, that this only can effect a 


Compleat Cure. But all confiftsin the difcreet — 


~ m ke 


Ufing thereof: the bet of Remedies and the _ | 


moit exquiite Inftruments, are ever dange- 
rous, when manag’d by Surgeons that are void 
of Knowledge and Experience. _ I may pofi- 


bly, one Day make known to the Publick, 


the Way which J have fuccefSfully us'd, to 


bring to a perfeét Cure, a great number of | 


fuch Maladies as I now {peak of, and thefe the 


moft obftinate and inveterate of their Kind. > . 


ere 


ae 
Of a Gangrene. 


Gangrene is an Accident , that occafions 


very much Trouble in the Hofpitals of ‘4 


the Army. TI fhall fay nothing of its Caufes. 
'M: Thevenin has fully treated of this Matter 5 
and M. Caufapé, in his Book Of Fevers, has 
given a brief Difcourfe thereon upon diffe- 
rent Principles. Young Surgeons may betake 
themfelves to the reading of them, for their 
Inftruction herein. 


Wherefore 


~ 
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Wherefore omitting this, I fay, that here ~ 


. We have no time to lofe, but mutt immediate- 


ly apply our felves to ftop its Progrefs, and to 
avoid the fatal Confequences. When the great 
Veflels are thereby intirely intercepted, in a_ 
Member that may be cut off ; the belt Way 
is to come fpeedily to Operation, without at- 


tending a Sphacelus ; for the Gangrene goes on 


fo {wiftly in a fmall time, that the found Parts 
care aflaulted, before ever we can well know 


_ What we are a doing. - 


A Gangrene.often happens in Gunjbot W ounds, 
if it is not prevented; as alfo in Bruifes 5 sin 
Wounds made by cutting, or brulfing Inftru- 
ments ; and alfoatter a great Phlegmon, or an 
Eryfipelas ; and fometimes by an Extremity of 
Cold: This laft kind is very frequent about 
the End of Campains: The Remedy we us’d 
was Spirit of Niter, or Aqua fortis , wherein 
Crude Mercury to half the quantity is diffoly’d : 
with this we have eafily enongh ftopt Mortifi- 
cations in the Feet or Hands, applying over 
all the Extent of the Gaegrene a little piece 
of Linnen wet in this Liquor: and when this 


can’t be had, other Spirits may be us’d that 


are near of the fame Quality. ; 
This Remedy I have found to be fo gentle, 


and fo quick in its Operation, that J never 


ufe any other, in any fort of Gangrene. It ad- 
mirably well feparates what is dead from what 
is alive, without {carifying or cutting ; unlefs 

) when 
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when the Mifchief lies very deep, where thefe 
violent Remedies are abfolutely neceffary. 

Cordials and Wine, ought never to be omit- 
mitted in fuch Cafes, to fortify and defend the © 
natural Heat, from an Enemy, that often- 
times affaults it in its very Principle. When 
the Body is plethorick, Bleeding and Chfters \ 
areno fmall Help. In the beginning of a Gan- 
grene, to Topical Remedies, Diverfions may be 
added, without forgetting to order the courfe 
of Diet, which alfo demands our parttcular 
Care. So foon as I have difcover'd a Difpofi- 
tion to Mortification, I have fometimes usd 
Cataplafms, and Emplafticks when the Inflam- 
mation would allow, to recall the Spirits, and 
to give Nature time and Strength, to refift 
and to overcome, by the force of the Heat con- 
centrated, the Matter already endow’d with a 
malignant Quality, or juft ready to become 
fuch ; and I have often feenfuch kind of Ma- 
ladies, to end happily 1 an sie ek with a 
laudable Concoétion, 

When a Phlegmon that follows on a Wound, - 
is violent and Obftinate, and will not yield to 
Diverfions, and diffolving Medicines, we muft 
without delay {carifie the Part, fo far as the 
Tumor reaches, to give an Out-let to the Blood 
that is extravafated, and often alfo corrupt- 
ed; and to difcharge, and relieve the Part, 
that otherwife might be fuffocated by the Ful- 
nefs and Obftruétion , bathing is afterward 

| with | 
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with Spirit of Wine and Sal armoniac: for if 
we be remifS in our Care, the Enemy that is 
conceal’d within, is privately at Work ; and 
when the outward Signs of the Gangrene ap- 
pear, all that is under the Teguments, is often 
found already corrupted, and in irremedible 
diforder. 

An Eryfipzlasis yet more formidable ; for it 
is more fudden, and more nimble in its Opera- 
tion: It is the part of a prudent Surgeon, to 
take heed to itin time. A Fomentation with 
Spirit of Wine, Unguentum Egyptiacum and Sat 
armoniac, may be usd. 

Many Authors, have defcrib’d a great num- 
ber of Remedies, very proper in the Cure of 
Gangrenes: But in the Hofpitals of the Army, 
there is not always the conveniency of making 
a Choice ; wherefore it is good to know how 
to ufe fuch as are fimple, and eafie to be 
found: ’tis not always the moft pompous Com- 
pofiticns, that are of greateft Efficacy. 

In this fort of Diftempers,it is very neceflary 
to make ufe of Inward. Remedies, as well as 
Topical. ones; fuch as ftrong Cordials, Venice 
Treacle, Confettion of Hyacinth and Alkermes, 
and Alexpharmicks, to which a little Camphire 
may be added. Wine ought to be numbered 
amongft the Cordials; it is one of thele, 
which I very frequently uf in Hofpitals. Ger- 
mander taken inwardly, and apply’d outward- 
ly upon the Grangrene, is a Remedy not to be_ 
difpis'd. A 
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A great many Remedies, very proper for a 
Grangrene, may be feen in Etmullerus: He has 
alfo given an account of the way us’d. by the 
Germans, to feparate the mortify’d from the 
found Parts, which is done with the Butter of 
Antimony: This is the Remedy they ufe in 
the Amputation of Members, to avoid the ufe 
of the difmembring Knife, and of Afiringents. 
that burn and cauterize. 

_ This Remedy might be usd, with the fame — 
SuccefS as. the Spirtt of Nitre, which I have 
{poken of before; there is no Difference, provi- 
_ ding we have regard to their Nature, in ufing 
‘em : But whither-the one or ’tother be us’d,. 
to ftop.a Gangrene, a fimple Digeftive will af-. 
terward be fufficient to haften the falling of the- 
Efbar, and finith the Cure. SP avert 


CHAP. IV. 
Of Ruptures. 


Uptures are very frequent amongft the Sale. 

diers. The Toil they undergo, and their 
Manner of Life, do alike conduce to bring 
them to that miferable Condition; by reafon 
of which there is often a neceility, to fend them 
, to Hofpitals.. 


; ; My. 
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My Deiign in this Place, is only to give an 
account of the way I ule to help this fort: of 
Diftemper: For I am convine’d, and no Body 


doubts of it, thata Trufsis the moft fure and 


moft infallible Remedy, to hinder the Falling 

down of the Guts: But, as there is no Con- 

venience for making of them in Hofpitals, fo 

Accidents muft be quickly provided for that 
come oftentimes all of a fuddens fuch as the - 
_ Defcent of the Inteftins into the Scrotum; for 

the Pains are then extreamly vlolent, and fo 

grievous that they refemble thofe of the Paffia 

Iliaca. 

Wherefore, in fuch an Occafion, I apply a 
Cataplafn of OxDung; or elfe when I may have 
it fo, I ufe it fry’d in Oyl of Hemp-feed, or in 
that of Violets. This Remedy eafes the Pain, 
by difpelling the Wid, and fo gives Liberty 
to reftore the Gut unto its Place, providing 
the Inteftine is without Excrementitious Mat- 
ter in it. Aftringents of the firft Rank may 

~ alfo be us’'d as Common Bole,&c.mix’d with the 
Glair of an Egg or Vinegar. Some ufe Emolli- 
ents, but their Operation is to haw, in a cafe 
requiring fuch haft. 

I have often found much advantage from a 
Fomentation made up of Pomgranate Flowers, 
Nut-Galls, Cypref{s Nuts, Pomegranate-Rind, Al- 
lom, Camomil and Melilot Flowers, with com- 
mon Salt, all bruifed and beaten, and boil’d in 
Forge-water, or in roughWine; 1 ule it very 

Warm 
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warm all together without ftraining theLiquor:: 
With this Remedy, I have rettored Prtients, 
who feem’d to be upon the very Blink of Death. 
Moreover the Emplafirum pro Herwiz ought to 
be apply’d, upon the Dilatation of thePeri:ov.c- 
wm 5 which without a Trufs, the beft of all Re- 
medics, will do no great Feats. 


CHAR W 
Of Wounds. | 


i Have fufficiently explained’ my’ Method, as 
to what concerns Wounds, in-the Account - 
of Cures contain’d in my fecond Part.. My 
Defign is here, ( for Reafons mention’d at the © 
beginning of this Part ). to entertain my Rea- 
der with a General and comprehenfive Ides of 
my Way of Praétice, that may quadrat to all 
the different forts of Wounds that occur. 
Perhaps this Method may feem to fwerve a’ 
little from that of the Ancients, or may not a- 
gree fo much with that in ufe amongft the moft 
Part of the Moderns, as fome could delire: 
But I would entreat thofe who fhall read this 
_ Treatife, not to condemn it, before. they have 
thorowly examin’d the Truth of the Matters of 
Faét, and the Reafonablenefs of the Rules. there- 
in laid down ; for our ufual Rafhne{S in judging 
f of 
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of what we don’t altogether underftand, is of- 
ten the Caufe of our Error: However I amin 
good Hopes, that e’re it be long this Way fhall 
_ be acknowledged “to be the Produét of Expe- 
rience; and its Evidence to be an infallible 
Mark OE its Truth, 

Moreover ; I dare confidently affirm, that 
this Method, howfoever new it may appear to 
many, ought not to be number’ d among thefe 
things that are more curious than profitable. Rea- 
fon {peaks for it: Nature vouches it: Experi- 
ence confirms it; putting it beyond.all doubt s 
_ and about three thoufand Wounded Perfons hap- 
pily eur’d by it, may warrant any one in the 
Ule thereof. In the firft and fecond Part of 
this Work, I explain at length the Reafons that 
Juftify my Pragtice, and fupport them with fe- 
veral Authorities both of the Ancients and Mo- 
derns. ) 7 

If I condemn Tents as Inftruments unprofi- 
table and dettructive, *twas Experience that 
convine’d me of their Mifcheif: and I hope, 
henceforward very many Surgeons fhall range 
themfelves on my Side, 

If f recommend ina fpecial Manner, a Gen- 
tle and Speedy Way of Dreffing ; 1 muft herein 
be juftify’d, by all Men of a found Underftand- 
ing: And indeed I don’t queftion, but every 
reafonable Perfon, after he has been rightly 
‘ jnforni’d, will fufficiently approve what I have 
__advanc’d in this Matter. 

f Finally, 
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Finally, -in afferting that the Air is hurtful 
to Wounds, J have faid nothing but what Hip- 
pocrates, Galen, and many others were futfici- 
ently convinced of. °Tis known to all that the 
cold piercing Air, is very pernicious to our Na- 
ture: On this I have enlarg’d a little, in the 
feventh Chapter’ of the firft Part, fuitable to 
that’ little Meafure of Underftanding, where- 
with F am endow’d. 
~“Tfapprels frequent Dreffing, that Niture may 
be allowed Time to aét, and to reftore the 
wounded Parts, ‘unto their firft Condition; 
which fhe can’t do, when fhe is fo often inter- 
tupted i in her Work. 

I have ever obferv’d this asa general . 
‘Rule; to dilate by making Incifions Gun-fhot 
Wounds at the firft Dreffing ; as alfo all other 
penetrating Wounds, and fuchas have a narrow | 
Orifice: This is the true Way to keep off, and 
to avoid the moft part of Accidents that hap- _ 
‘pen in Pra¢tice;, and to prevent being re- 
proach’d, when any troublefome Syittptom, 
falls out: I fometimes ufe Dilaters, in the firft 
Dreiling, to hinder thé Union of new Incifi- 
0.18; tokeep their Brims afunder, and to leave 
an open Paffage for Matter, or any thing ‘elfe 
to come away, when Nature fhall be difpos’d 
to expell’em; otherwife J ufe them not, left I 
fhould hinder the’ clofing up of the Wound. 

“When the Bleeding is Obftinate, Pufecal- — 
cin'd Vitriol, atringent Pouders, Ponder the 

ine 
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Vine, Styptick Waters, Sc. °Tis only in de- 
fperate Cafes that I have recourfe to Roman 
Vitriol, Aqua forts, and the A@ual Cautery, 

I have ever in the firft Dreffings, found — 
much Advantage from Defenfives, which I ap- 
ply’d above, and fometimes below the Wound, 
to-allay the Heat of the Blood, to moderate its 
Adivity, and réefift Fluxions ; obferving always 
to make them fomewhat Emplaftick. a 
_ I am always careful, to empty ‘the lower 
Belly by Chfters; having found that the Ret 
_ taining of the Exerements, is ever a’ mighty 

Hindrance to the Good Difpofition of the Bo- 

When the Bleeding has’ been great, I don’t 
_ take off the firft Dreffings, till the fecond or 
third Day after they are apply’d ;, that: the 
Wounded Veffels may have time to unite: 
and, providing the Seafon, and the Pain, or o- 
ther Accidents don’t hinder, I every Day take 
off the Roulers during that time; and lea- 
ving only that which fupports and keeps on 
the Aftringents , ¥ make Embrocations wher 
needful, and renew the Deferfives : by this 
means, J often avoid the Suffocation that may. 
happen, if the Aftringent and Emplaftick Medi- 
_ ¢ines are too long kept on the Parts; which 

by flopping up the Pores of the Skin, and re- 
taining the Vapors that ought perpetually to 
pafs out thereby, are the Occafion of many 
very grievous Accidents that happen to | 

; Wo unds. 
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Wounds. Too great a quantity of Bands and 
Compreffes, has often the fame Effeét. 

I ufe only Pledgets after the firft, and fome- 
times after the fecond Drefhing 3. and conti- 
nue the Embrocations, till. the Contufion is dif 
folv’d.5 which may be in five or fix Days more 
or lefs, according to the Bignefs and Condition 
thereof, .or to the.Nature of the affeted 
Part, 

When a Phlegmon, or an Eryfipelas, &c. hap- 
pens to.a Wound, J avoid the Ufe of Unduous 
Things, which are hurtful here ; employing 
only fuch Cataplafms as are proper for eafing 
Pain, and fometimes alfo diffolving Medicines, 
which together with Divevfions, and a proper 
Courfe of Diet, refift, and overcome thefe Ac- 
cidents. 

_ I find it very profitable, when / drefs the 
Wound, to cover it with aLinnen Clo'h wet . 
with warm Wine or Brandy, immediately after 
I have taken off the Dreffings: this defends, 
 ftrengthens, quickens and unites the Spirits ; 


and hinders the Particles of the Air, and the — 


Effluvia therein, to ftick to the Wounds, or 
pafs to their Bottom. 

~ After the firft Dreffing is over, / never 
-fearch the Wound either with my Figer or, 
Probe, unlefs there is an abfolute Neceffity 
thereof. 1 -alfo difallow the ufe of dry Tents, 
fo commonly employ’d for drying up the Mat- 


ter from the very Bottom of Wounds; and 
and 
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_and generally every Thing that may irritate, 
or occafion Pain, or may oppofe the Defign of 


Nature, which is the Healing up of the 
Wound. aire } 
I don’t, as fome do, take\up a deal of 


_ Time, in ftriving exa&ly to empty the Wound, 
of all the Matter that isin it; but as quickly 


as'can be, I apply the Dreffings , ‘to hinder, 


“as hath been faid, the Aétion of the Acid 


Parts of the Air, and the Diffipation of the 
Spirits; that the Strength of the affliéted 


_Parts may be preferv’d as much as poffible ; 


which is very requifite, in order to enable 
_ them to bear up againit them any Evils, where- 


with they are affaulted on all Hands. 
_ When, I fay, in the fifth Chapter of the 


firft Part, that the Matter ought not to be 
Tetain’d in Wounds; and that Nature would 


not be at fuch Pains to drive it out, if fhe 


could have any Advantage by its Stay; this 


) 


is to be underftood of fuch Matter, as is kept 
in by Means of Tents, which becomes hot, 


and ferments , and by its Abode acquires an 


evil Quality, and might be fuck’d up by the 


Veins : for that which is Laudable, is hurt- 
ful only by Accident’; being of its own Na- 


ture Balfamick, becaufe it is ever mixed with 


good ftore of the Natural Balfam, or Nutricious 


’ 


Juice, which without Intermifion flows into 
the Wounded Parts. What I fay, is confirm’d 


by that which is done, ‘in fome Places of Hol- 


L land 3 
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land 5 where of the Laudable Matter that runs 
from Wounds, they make a Bal/am that is of 
great Ufe in their Cure. . 

It isnot at allimprobable, that the Sound 
Matter that comes from Wounds may promote 
‘their Cure,when by the Hand and Diligence of a 
‘skilful Artit it is purify’d, and feparated from 
‘itsExcrementitiogs Parts ; for what remains, is 
-only the Balfam of the Blood. This will be 
more eafily conceiv’d by thofe that confider, 
that there are fome learned and Ingenious [ta- 
Jians, who cure the Bludy-Flux, with a Salt 
drawn from the Excrements of the Patient 5 
and alfo fuch as have a Droply, with the Salt 
-.of the Waters, that are drawn from their Bel- 
ly. Etmullerus alfo, very much commends the 
Excrement of the Ears, for curing Wounds. 

All thefe things, contain lefs balfamick 
Juice, than the Matter that runs from Wounds, 
when itis not altered by the Heat of an effen- 
tial or Symptomatick Fever, when it has not 
xemain’d long in the Wound, being detain’d 
there by Tents, &c. or in fine, when it is not 
deprav’d, by the ufe of putrifying Medicines, 
or others of a like fort, that deftroy its natural 
“Temperament. a 

M. Verdue, Tom. 1. Pag. 440. {peaks very 
patly to this Purpofe, when he fays, that Mat- 
ter is the Chilous Part of the Blood: Where> 
fore it is againft all manner of Reafon, that 


- fome Moderns require, that the Wound be ac- 
curatly 
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_curatly wip’d dry; feeing thereby it is de- 
Priv’d of that, which only can effe@ the 
Cure. 

_ When I know, or am in doubt.that there 
is fome Extraneous Body in a Wound, which 
_ Nature would exclude by the Orifice, or that 
any Splinter is {eparated trom a Bone > With- 
out having to do with Tents, I fufficiently di- 
Tate the Wound with Prepared Spunge, or the 
Pith of Elder, or Gentian Root fitted for that 
“purpofe, thata free Paffage may be given to 
_any thing that muft come away: This way is 
“underftood by every Surgeon; and there is 
‘no Difficulty therein, providing one be care- 
ful to ufe it Seafonably. 

I can’t rettrain my felf from highly blaming 
thofe, who very patiently marthal up in Or-— 
‘der, a great number of Doffls or Dilaters, 

‘of which they make three or four Lays in 

, Wounds that are any thing large, obferving a 

certain Symmetry and Proportion, which ex- 

‘poles to the View of Affiftants a Method, no 

Tek pernicious, than contrary to Common Senfe 

and Reafon. As for the Decency and Seemij- 

‘nefs, which adorn and fet off that Way, it will 

be no lefs confpicuous,in making large Pledg- 

ets of long and pretty fine, Lint, that may at 

once reach over all the Extent of the Wound. 

I my felf have experienc’d, what a fond Q- 
Pinion is commonly entertain’d of that. Crued 
Method: for the greateft part of Wounded 
| L712 Perfons, 


Fe 
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Perfons, believe themfelves negle#ed, if 
Hour is not {pent in fearching their Wot a 
and as much in Applying the Dreffings : 
Charity obliges us to free them from their 4 
ror. 

When a Wound is deep with much Lofs. 
Subftance, 1 fill it only with Pledgets of fit 
Lint; left leaving an empty Space, it fhou! 
be filld up with Air: I apply them vei 
flightly cover’d, or moiftned with fome Med 
cine, agreeable to the Nature, and Quality 
the Wound: thefe are not fo hard as Doffes 
‘and confequently occafion lefs Pain; and don 
fo much hinder the clofing up of the Woun) 
being not fo compaé as to hinder the breedin 
of Flefh; neither are they fo apt as Tents,to 1 
' 4oft in the Wound, or fix’d in fome Corner 
its Cavity. 

Iam no lefs careful, to fupprefS InjeFiu: 
than Tents; having obferv’d their Effects 
be no lefS pernicious: for they Jiquefy and da 
folve the Blood, enlarge the Wound, cau 
Pain, and make proud Flefb to grow. 

I difallow the Ufe. of Aromatick Wines 
dreffing, as alfo of Fomentations, that are fr 
quently usd by fome,which conduce very-mue 
to the protraéting of the Cure. 

Tis very fure that thefe Parts drink up th 
Moifture, which foftens,relaxes and puffs up tl 
Skin; and paffing through it, fills them lil 
mpangeeet the Natural Heat of the afhiéed Part 
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is thereby fuffocated and extinguifht, no perfe& 
Concottion can be perform’d; but all is turn’d 
to Matter and Corruption : and:if this Method is 
Jong continu’d, as it too often falls out, the 
Ligaments are relax’d, and. the Patient is in: 
Danger of being lame for all the reft of his 
Mees at 

. This way: of Pragtice, is in a particular: 
manner pernicious in Hofpitals of the Army, 
where that which is neceflary, to give Reme~ 
dies all the required Qualities , is not always 
to be had: For Inftance, how can they be kept 
warm, without a fufficient number of Cloathes 
to preferve the Patient from the Cold 2? Hence: 
it is that in a Moment. after Application, all. - 
the Dreffings become cold and frozen, which 
Occafions Oedema’s very hard to be cur’d; and 
oftentimes alfo Symptoms that are yet more 
troublefom.. 

_ Aight Courfe of Diet, is fo neeeffary in. 
curing of Wounds, that without it, aninfinite 
number of Accideats, cannot be prevented :. 
But it is neceflary to have refpeé to the Age 
and Conftitution of the Patient, to his Habit of 
Body, to the Seafon of the Year, and the Nature 
of the Wound. 

‘Tis to be obferv’d, that a very. exa& Diet. 
isa mighty hindrance to the Cure of Wounds 
in Soldiers, who ordinarily feel more the 
Inconventences of a too fcanty, than thofe 
of a too plentiful Table.. Wherefore I don’t’ 
| Oe altogether. 
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altogether deprive ’em of the ufe of fubftanti: 
Food,unlefs when Neceffity requires otherwifé 
and this keeps up their Strength: For Broth 
tho’ good, are not fo nourifhing in Hofpital: 
as to be fufficient of themfelves for Food: an: 
yet this is no prejudice to the neceflary Diver 
‘ons. Wine alfo ought not to be kept fron 
them, being allay’d a little, unlefS in fome ve 
ry important Cafes: It refifts the ill Quality 
and Malignity of the Air, which is always im: 
pure in Hofpitals; and in a Word Wine is thei: 
Cordial and Counter-poifon. ‘ 

It is very neceffary alfo, efpecially in Hof 
__ pitals of the Army, to have Regard to the Si 
fuation of the wounded Part, which ought to 
be fuch, as to give liberty to the Circulation 0: 
the Blood, and a Defcent to the Matter, and 
Eafe to the Patient; I have known the negleét 
of this Point, occafion very troublefom Symp- 
toms, : 

If a Surgeon is not fo charitable, as to give: 
Inftru€tions, to thofe that attend the wounded, 
how to make their Beds fuitable to the Quali- 
ty and Nature of their Wounds ; the miferable 
Patients, are ever in Pain by the Inconveni+ 
ent Pofition; which is enough of it felf tor 
deprive them of the Reft, that is fo neceffary) 
for em, and to render their Sufferings and our’ 
Cares to no purpofe. : 

The Head ought to be placd indifferently: 
bigh, and laid upon fomething that’s foft, with-: 

: out! 
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out Feathers, if it may be had, with a Defcent 
“When the Neck is wounded,it muft be ina man- 


ner flightly fupported by the Pillow: or, by 


Shoulders. 
ftrain'd Pofture, rather high than low. But 
¥eniency of the wounded Perfon. 


-almoft the fame Situation: To thefe of the 
Bladder and Genital Parts, an undifturb’d Re- 


pofe, a convenient Bandage, which is a Sufpen- - 
fory, anda Pofition fomewhat raifed, are very, 


Every Body knows that the Arm, wher: 


needful. , 


wounded, muft be fupported by a Sling that 


paffes over the Neck; and that in Wounds. 
and Fraétures of the Shoulder-Bone, a Pillow. 


is neceflary to keep it almoft as high as the 


Breaft, in which pofture it is moft at eafe: In| 


; 
: 
Wounds or Frattures of the Wrift, Metacarpus 
and Fingers, we muft keep the Hand extended 
| with a piece of Board... 
Wounds of the Thighs, require that .the 
' Member be plac’d ftreight, neither too high 
nor too low. hele of the Legs and Feet, do 


| neceffarily demand that the Part be fomething. 


high, that fo the courfer Blood may freely cir- 
7 Ls culate, 


‘to promote the Difcharge of the Matter ¢: 
Linnen folded into feveral Doubles, we muft 
fill up the empty Space between the Head and. 

Wounds of the Breaft require an eafie and un-- 
in this we muft have moft Regard, to the Con- 


' Thefe ef the lower Belly and Loins, demand 


j ’ 
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culate; for otherwife, the Blood,bytits Weight, 

might ae ftopt in the Veins, and ‘corrupted 
- ‘there ; ; and thus. the Circulation being fup- 
prefs'd, many grievous Accidents would enfue. 


_ This hanging or low Pofition of the Legs, not 


being minded by many Surgeons, exceedingly 
conduces to render Wounds of thefe and_the 
Feet very uneafie to be cur’d, and makes ’em 
degenerate i into Ulcers. 

It is alfo very neceflary to ftretch out the 
Legs, and keep them ftraight during the Cures ; 
otherwife it will be difficult, to reftore them 
to their natural Figure, after it is over, chief 
ly if it has been of fome Continuance 3; as,fup- 
pofing the Leg had been kept bent, when un- 
der Cure of a complicated or ft imple Fraéture. 
This .is what I have often obferv’d, and ta 
which young Surgeons would do well to take 
heed. _Fraétures of the Tibiz.and Fibula, and 
fimple Wounds in the Legs, if any thing con- 

fiderable, ftand in need of a Sole to fuftain the 
Foot, as well as thefe of the Tarfus, Metatar- 
' fus, and Toes. 

Too firait Bandage, efpecially in Gunfhot- 
mounds, occafions troublefom Accidents ; it 
hinders the Circulation, and caufes frequently 
Mortifications: Wherefore I ufe only fuch as 
may keep on the Dreflings, chiefly in the firft 
Days: Many have heen brought wounded ta 
this Hofpital, with the Parts half Gangren’d, 
by too tight Tying; for in Gun-fhot Wounds 

the 
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the wounded Members, ever fwell fome more. © 
fome lefs, whereby the Bandage, tho’ but mo- 
deratly ftrait, becomes intollerable before 
the next Dreffing. Reft alfo is of no lefs. 
Confequence to the Patient. Now where all 
_ thefe things meet together, and are rightly or- 
der’d,they are commonly of very great Advan- 
to the wounded. 

I ufe Purgatives with great Caution, and af- 
ter the time of the moft dangerous Symptoms is 
over, beginning ever with the flighteit, that. 
only loofen, fuch as Caffiaand Manna, &c. due’ 
‘ring which time Clyjters, together with the. 
nfe of Prunes, give no {mall Relief; Oats and 
cleanfed Barly being eafily digefted, and yeild-- 
ing a moderate Nourifhment, qualify the pre-- 
-ternatural Heat of the Blood, and keep open the - 
Belly. 

As for the Topical Remedies, which I com-. 
monly employ in Dreffing of Wounds, they. 
have nothing fingular in them, which is not. 
pretty well known to the moft. part of Surge: ; 
ONS. 

I avoid as much as poffible the ufe of Putri- - 
fying Medicines, and of Powerful Suppuratives 3 . 
becaufe they deftroy the Temperament of the : 
Parts, difunite the Particles of the Blood, core - 
rupt and deprave the Nutricious Fuice, which . 
ought carefully to be preferv’d in a good Con- ~ 


dition. ’Tis this which mov’d the Ancients fo. ~ 


L.§ of 
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often to recommend to us, to maintain the 
wounded Partsin their Natural Temper. 

| Hippocrates affirms, that all Contufed Wounds 
ought to be brought to Suppuration, in order 
to a fpeedy Cure, whereby he feems to patro- 
nize and allow the ufe of Putrifying Medicines, 
which commonly are employ’d to bring a 
Wound to Suppuration. But me thinks, this 
ought not to take place in the Hofpitals of the 
Army, where the Air is ordinarily infe&ted by 
the Breath, and abode of the Sick 3 and which 
are almoft ever encompafied with the Graves 
of the Dead, whofe number is but too great. 

°*Tis very certain, that this nearnefS of the 

Place of Burying, chiefly in hot Seafons, im- 
parts to the 4ir, by the Steams that rife 
from thence, a Complication of Corruption 
and ill Qualities, that occafions Rottennefs in 
Wounds, Alteration and great Suppuration 5 
and often caufes great Mortality, in the Hof- 
pitals, and Places adjacent. Now according 
to this Maxim of that Author, Gunfhot Wounds 
muft be dreft with thefe fame Medicines, fee- 
ing they are of the number of contufed ones. 

I don’t abfolutely deny, but there may be 
fome Occafions, wherein fuch may be us’d; 
However I may be allowed to fay, with all 
the Refpeét I owe fo celebrated an Author, 
that in Hofpitals, we ought to fhun as much as 
pofible, Putrefying and Suppurative Remedies, 
and others of a like Nature ; even where the 

Efcar 
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Efcar may require a confiderable time before 
its Falling: For by the feafonable ordering of | 
Diverfions, and the Courfe of Diet, all thefe - 
Accidents are often prevented, which the de- - 
lay of the Suppuration might caufe: and one > 
may without fcruple ufe, as I have done, fuch 
Remedies as have a Vertue to refift Corruptie - 
on; as the Spirit of Wine, which Etmullerus | 
prefcribes even in Gunfhot Wounds, and which 
F usd at the firft Dreffing, on the Day of the ~ 
_. Battle of Marfeils, without having obferv’d a-~ 
ny evil confequence of my fo doing: for befides 
a Good Method, which may be call’d the 
Strength and chief Inftrument of a Workman, . 
it is of high concern to underftand, and to 
know how to choofe Remedies, that agree - 
with the Temper of the Parts to which they - 
are apply’d, and to maintain them in that State - 
wherein God has created them: But it proves : 
often a very difficulty Task, to fatisfy this Ine ~ 
tention. 
As there is an admirable variety of Conftitu- - 
tions, fo it would feem, that it were neceflary > 


to ufe different Remedies to Wounds of the \* 


fame Nature, and of the fame Parts, in diffe- - 
rent Subjects: The Sex, Age, and Seafon muft . 
alfo be confidered : I have likewife obferv’d In : 
‘my Travels, by People of different Nations . 
that have been under my Hands, that diverfe - 
Climates require particular Applications, in cer- ~ 
tain Circumftances, neceflary to the Cure of : 
Wounds ¢ . 
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Wounds: For the Conftitutions of Men, de- 4 
pend chiefly on the Countries they inhabit; . 
on their Situation, high or low, dry or moift, 
the Winds that rule, the Food and Water that 
they takes So that they differ among them- 
felves, according as the Heavens look upon 
them with different A/peds. 
. But not to fearch any further into thefe 
‘things, which can’t be contain’d within the 
Limits, preferib’d to this little Work, and 
don’t properly belong to my Sudjed; 1 will on-. 
ly fay, that it 1s eafy enough to diftinguith a 
proper Remedy, from one that is not fo: 
That which corrupts and depraves the Natural 
Balfam, is known by looking inte the Wound 3 
from which, if there proceeds a ftrong i ‘ 
Stinking Vapor s *tis a fi ign that the Matter is 
not conco¢ted, feeing it is thin, blackifh, too 
plentiful, watery, and of an offenfive SS histe 
The Flefh likewife has its peculiar Signs 5 it 
is dull of feeling, and fometimes is cover’d 
with another proud Flefh: Oftentimes there is © 
to be feen over all the Wound, a certain black 
or white Fzith,, which fome , as I have often 
known, {crape or cut off at every Dreffing 3 
whereby the Wound is enlarg’d, and the Cure 
delay’d: Others imputing it to the vicious 
Temperament, and ill Difpofition of the Pa- 
tients Body, have recourfe to Purgatives, 
which occafion ftill more new Accidents, fuch 
as Fevers, &c. ‘ 


But 


~ 
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But be this as it will, ’tis certain that we 
ought not always to delay till the laft, before 
we change the Remedy 5 our Smell and our 
Sight only are fufficient to direét us in this Oc- © 
cafion : Hippocrates orders a Medicine to be © 
chang’d, when it does not what it ought, or 
was defign’d for. 

But we muft not.on the other Hand, fallin- | 
to the contrary Extremity, of changing the ~ 
Oyntments fometimes once, and often twice e- 
very Day; not giving time to a Remedy to 
a@, and exert its Vertue, on the Part to 
which ’tis apply’d: “Tis neceffary, that the 
wounded Part draw as it were Nourifhment 
from the Medecine, and therefore it muft 
have a requifite Time, allowed it for that Pur- 
pofe: it muft, if I may be allowed fo to fpeak, 
amalgamate with the Nutricious Fuice of the 
Part; or at leaft, if it don’t increafe its Quan- 
tity, it ought to preferve it in’ the natural 
State, and when fallen therefrom, reftore it 
again. Tobe capable of thefe Effects, it muft 
be endow’d witha VWolatil and Oyly Spirit, vif 
cous alfo and temperate, as Balfams and Vul- 
neraries are, which I have us‘d with very good 
Succels. 

I have often experienc’d on many Occafions, 
in feveral Hofpitals, and chiefly in this, and 
in very confiderable Cafes, that after I had in 
vain usd many Remedies authoriz’d by Cuftom, 
the Balfam defcrib’d in the Sacred Writings, has 

had 
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had furprizing Effeéts ; and that Members at 
the Point of | being cut off, have been therehy 
cur’d with much Fate. This Hofpital of Bri- 
anfon, might afford many Inftances of the 
Truth hereof; but I fhall- content my felf with 
the two following. 


mee STthe A Be Ma; 
An Obfervation of a very confi derable 


Cafe. 
‘ A Seiore of this Hofpital, being one of 
f & thofe who was moft employ’d in dreffing. 
the wounded, by Accident had a Thorn run 
into the middle Finger of his right Hand, which 
pierc'd,.the Tendon of the Mufcle that bends 
‘it: his whole Hand and Arm were attack’d with . 
very troublefome Symptoms, accompany’d 
with a continual Fever extreaimly violent, and- 
an unfufferable Pain. 

Five or fix Days paft over, before I had- 
notice of this Accident ; and all the Symptoms 
were at the very worft: I found all things in. 
a deplorable Condition, the Arm {well’d as big 
asthe Leg, the Hand of a Monftrous Size, and - 
the Finger as.great as ones Arm; many Cavi- 
ties were in the inward Part thereof, and fome 
in the outward, from which iffued a ferous 


Matter; there was another large Sinus. under 
, the 
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the Mufculas palmaris, with an Orifice near the - 
Roots of the Fingers. 

I ftraitway laid open the Finger, on the in- 
_ ward Part, from one End to the other, and. 
found the Tendon {well’d and corrupted; I did * 
not enlarge the Orifices on the outward Part, 
nor that of the Palm, hoping that all thefe 


- . would he well, if I could but overcome the Ac- 


cidents. 

He was Let Blood, and had a. C Iyfter given 
him, tho’ fomewhat too late ; he obferv’d an 
exa& Courfe of Diet, and was dreft with the 
Balfam of Arcew. On the Morrow when I 
took off the Dreffings, Iwas furprizd, as I 
had been the Day preceeding, with a Vapor 
of an intollerable Smell; the Lips of the 
Wound were turned outward, which made me 
defpair of a Cure, and judge it would be ne- 
ceflary to cut off the Hand: The Matter re- 
main’d undigefted, the Fever, thee Pain, and 
the Swelling continu’d as before: he was dreft 
in the fame manner as the Day before, with 
addition only of a little Spirit of Wine.. The 
Bleeding was repeated, and alfothe Chfter. 

The Day following, the Wound wasin the 
fame Condition, fave that the Corruption 
appear’d to encreafé: We were of Opinion, 
that nothing but Amputation could fave his 
Life. But for as much as Art and Reafon di- 
ctate, that the prefervation of the Members 
ought to be endeavour'd fo much as poflible ; ; 

an 
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and as we are oblig’d in Confcience to try all 

’ Remedies before we come to that Extremity : 

I refolved, forthwith, to change the Medi- 

cines; judging rightly that what had been us’d, 

might have occafion’d, this depravation of the: 
Salis; whence it was to be fear’d, a total 

Corruption of the Nutricious Fuice might fol- 

low. | | 
Wherefore now I us’d the Balfam of the 

Scriptures, mixt with a third Part of that of 
Arcaus, in this I wetted the Pledgets, which 

_ LT apply’d very warm over all the Wound, and 

upon the Siuffes: I pour’d fome of it alfo into 

the Sinus of the Mufcubus palmaris, and upon it 

I put a Plaifter of Dipalma diffolv’d in @yl of 
Rofes and good Vinegar. . 

On the next Day after this, we found all. 
_ things much chang’d to the better: The Fee. 
ver and Pain were leffen’d, and there was no- 
thing fo ill a Smell as before. . 

I queftion not, but the Fever is a Symptom. 
troublefom enough, and able to caufe all thefe 
Effedts ; and that by the Motion it excites in 
the Blood, it feperates faline and fulphureous 
Juices, that by irritating the Fibers may occa- 
fion that turning out of the Lips of the Wound, . 
. their Swelling, and that infi(Pportable Smell: . 

-But it can’t, on the other fide, be deny’d, . 
that outward Remedies conduce much,to pro- 
cure that Fermentation and Corruption in the 
wounded Part, when they are fuch as putrify 5 , 

becaule - 
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becaufe they diffolve the Blood and other Li- 


quors, caufing Irritations, Corruptions, and 


great Suppurations ; and deftroy the Tempera- 
‘ment of the Parts, to which they are apply’d. 
Whereas when Balfamick, and Spirituous Medi- 
cines are us’d, they produce quite contrary Ef- 
feéts: For by .allaying the Sharpnefs of the 
Humors, and making’ the Blood fluid, they 
refift Corruption, dry up the Moifture, and 
in the Place where they are apply’d, abate 


the Commotion. of the Humors, caus’d by the 


Fever. 

In fine, whither it was by this, or any other 
Way, ‘tis certain that the Change of the Me- 
dicine here, produc’d a notable Alteration on 
our Patient: fer tho’ the Fever appear’d but 


very little abated, by all that I had formerly . 


done 3 the very next Day after this the Lips 
begun to come nearer together, the Pain and 
Defluxion ceas’d; and which is moft of all, 
the ill Smell was quite evanifht ; fo that in 
five or fix Days he was paft all Danger, and 
the Cure was compleated in a little time af- 
aa 
ee Pa 2 Clerk, Phyfician to the King, in his 
Compleat Surgery,#eommends much the Sama- 
ritan Balfam, to which we have given the 
Title of The Balfam of the Holy Scriptures : and 
the Approbation of fucha Man is fufficient to 
juftife its Ufe. I thought it not unfit like- 
wifé here to rabies the Difcription of another 
compound 


~ 
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eompound Samaritan Balfam of an admirable 
Vertue. Itis made up cf equal Parts of Spa- 
nifh Wine and Oyl of Rofes, to each Pound of 
which Mixture two Ounces of Sugar-candy , 
and as much Honey of Violets muft be added, 
and all boil’d on a gentle Fire, and skim’d till 
the Wine is confum’d.. This may be call’d. 
the Balfam of Balfams, or the Compound Sama- 
ritan Balfam. 


Cr ar FE 
An Obfervation of another Cafe. 


Vert the Younger, an Enfign of the 
~-Vfe Company of M. de Beauvet, Lieute- 
nant ef the King at Brianfon, and Commander 
of the Second Battalion of Sault, had no lef 
Reafon to applaud my Method, and the food 


Effeéts of my Remedy, than him we difcours’d - 


of in the preceding Chapter. 

He was wounded with a Sword, at Pragelas, 
in the outward Part of the left Arm, near the. 
bending of the Elbow. The Wound was at 
firft negleéted, being not well drefd: for 
without dilating it in any Manner, a Tent was 
thruft into it as long as it could poffibly re- 
ceive ; which occafion’d fuch frightful Acci-. 
dents, that the Patient thought of nothing 

but. 
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but lofing both his Arm and his Life. In the 
inward part of the Arm,oppofite to theWound, 
Matter was collected, and Adbfceffes form’d 3 
which oblig’d him to confult the principal Sur- 
geons of the Regiments, who thought it con- 
venient, to make an Opening in that Part, 
which accordingly was done. By the large 
and deep Incifions that were made, the Artery 
was opened ; fo that they were oblig’d to ufe 
the Adual Cautery to ftop the Bleeding: By 
this means the Wound was enlarg’d, and the 
Pain and the Accidents increas’d. : 
The firft Wound,was ftill dreft,as before, with 
Tents: but the Wounded Perfon having kept 
his Bed for fifty Days, and his Wounds being 
ftill in a very wretched Condition, he was ad- 
vis'd by the abovemention’d Gentleman M. de 
' Beauvet, to caufe himfelf be tranfported to Bri- 
anfon, to try if there he might find any Help. 
He was committed to my Care, and J found 
the inward or lower Wound, the length of a 
large Span, and four or five Fingers breadth 
wide : The Artery and Tendons were uncover’d,, 
the ancient or outward Wound, whofe Ori- 
fice was very ftrait, had in it a pretty long 
Tent, which fhut up the paflage of three or 
four Sinuffes, that took up all the Joynt. 
~ - The Arm and Hand were Oedematous, be- 
ing much fwell’d, and painful; I began by 
making an Incifion in the Wound on the out- 
ward Part, whereby J difcovered the miss 
‘ OF 
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of the Siuuffes, into which I dropt a little of 
our Balfam, mixt as I formerly faid, with fome 
of that of Arceus. , 

The large and lower Wound was dre‘ with 
the fame Remedy: We us’d expulfive Cmpref- 
fes, to prefs together the Sides of the Cavities, 
which we kept on with a proper Bandage: 
_ Moreover we laid afide the Aromatick Wines 

_ that had been before us’d upon all the Part, 
to its great Detriment. 

Three Days after if had been dreft in this. 
Fafhion, the moft Part of the Accidents difap-: 
peard: he begun to rife up from his Bed, to 
take his Vidtuals, and to gather Strength; all: 
the deep Cavities were fill’d up; the Artery,. 
_ the Nerve, and the Tendons were cover’d over ¢, 
the Pain, the Fluxion and the Oedematous Swel- 


ling. were quite gone ; and by this powerful - . 


Incarnative the Cure was compleated in a 
Fortnight, with the affiftance of a little Un- 
guentum Apoftolorum, wherewith we fometimes 
ufe to confume the Flefh: After this he 
mounted his Horfe, and went for the 4ir into 
his own Country. 
_ This I may confidently affirm,. as a certain. 
Truth, that when the Balfam we {peak of is 
genuin and unfophifticated,. it may ferve at 
the fame time both for Food and Medicine, be- 
ing made up only of fweet Oyl and Wine: 
And that it may be us’d not only for curing 
Wounds of the Mouth, of the Tongue, of the Gul- 
. Let ys 


The Hofpital-Surgeor. 237 
det and Wind-pipe,and generally of all the Bregf ; 
but likewife in obitinate Dy/fenteries, in Relax- 
ations of the Fibers of the Ventricle, in Ulcers 
thereof, and in thefe of the Guts, and ofall 
the lower Belly. For if we confider its Na- 
ture, we fhall find it of a friendly Quality, 
and extreamly agreeable to our Conftitution; — 
being compounded of fuch things as ferve us 
dayly for Food. Sweet Oyl foftens, loofens, 
fweetens and penetrates ; andemhen it is boil’d 
with Wine, which it devours as it were and 
confumes, retaining with its felf all the Ver- 
tue thereof, it is enabled to perform all thefe 
Operations with much more Eafe: It cuts, 
diflolves,  ftrengthens, reftores the Spirits, 
breeds Fleth, and is Aftringents all which our 
Balfam performs, being indow’d with the moft 
ufeful Vertues of thefe Remedies, and contain- 
ing a Volatil, Oyly, and Temperate Salt, 

that is Aftringent and Sarcotick: And ifa lit- 
tle Sugar is boil’d with it, it becomes yet more 
excellent, is more Vulnerary and Balfamick, 
has no Acrimony, and is without either Smell 
or Taft. 

Had this Remedy, how fimple foever it may 
appear, produc’d fuch Effeéts, in the Hands 
of any other but my felf; they wou’d without 
queftion have made a great Secret of its Com- 
pofition : and tho’ this had been known to 
many, yet they wou’dnever have publifh’d its 
Vertyes. é ies 

It 
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It were greatly to be wifh’d, that there 
‘were only ove Remedy, which might be able 
‘to anfwer all Intentions; fo we fhou’d not be 
always oblig’d to have in the Patients Cham~ 
ber, a whole Apothecary’s Shop ; which is often 
no lefs prjudicial to the Purfe, than offenfive 
‘to the Smell. 

Being about fix Years ago at Tih, I 
‘curd a Gentleman of an inveterate Ulcer, 
that encompafgd all the Bottom ot the Vvwla: 
Many Surgeons had to no purpofe usd a great 
many Remedies: And I in like manner after 
the ufe of fome more with no better Succefs, 
‘bethought my felf at length of my Anodin Bal- 
fam: In this I dipt a Linnen Rag ty’d to the 
end of a Probe, and therewith touch’d the UI- 
er twice a Day: By this Means, as J folemn- 
ly proteft, in twelve or fifteen Days, the Ul- 
¢er was-compleatly cur’d. 

This Remedy, how ancient foever it isi, 
will appear new to many. However ’tis cer- 
tain that Hippocrates in. complicated Fra¢tures, 
- usd little Linnen Rags dipt in Oy! and Wine 
mixt together, to allay the Pain, and prevent 
Convulli ions, which is a Precedent fufficient to 
invite our Imitation. 

It hath been the Policy of almoft all who 
ever wrote of Medicine, ftill to referve fome- 
thing undifcover’d to themfelves. I could 
name a great number of Authors, who have 

publifhed the Vertues of certain Remedies, 
. whereof 
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whereof they have never given the Compofitions 
or if they have, it has been in fuch Ambiguous 
and Anigmatical Terms, that it is hard to un- 
derftand any thing of it. And indeed I muf 
acknowledge that a Remedy,v hen it becomes 
common, how good foever it may be, lofes 
much of its Efteem. 

I have formerly faid, that the Variety of 
Conftitutions, and Diverfity of wouuded Parts, 
require fometimes a Difference of Remedies; to 
this we muft have all due Regard: For it 
often falls out, that even the mof excellent 
Medzcines, are not capable to anfwer all-our 
Expectations ;-efpecially when the Patient is 
‘of an ill Conttitution, and the Diftemper obfti- 
nate, and troublefome. 

However it is not. good, to put too much 
Confidence in this fingle Compofition, as if it 
were an Univerfal Remedy, if at any Time 
the Succefs prove not anfwerable to our De- 
fires: I own that I have been oblig’d my (elf 
in fuch Cafes, to boilin our Balfam, the Grea- 
ter Confound, Bugle, Sanicle, fome Lavender, 
Clary, St. Jobn’s-Wort, and the Lefer Moon- 
Wort, which is a powerful Vulnerary, and ve- 
ry common in thefe Parts; and afterwards 
to give it fome Confiftence, with about a 
third Part of the Balfam of Arcaus: This Com- 
pojition, has done furprifing things; it hath 
confumed and remov’d Fungujfes, from Feet 
that had been intirely Frozen, and alfo from 

Amp 
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- Amputations, which had withftood all -other — 

Remedies ; It procures a good and moderate 

Suppuration, eafes the Pain of Wounds in the 

Nerves, allays and refolves powerfaliy, fills up 
- with Flefh in a fmall time, in fine, an Em- 
_brocation therewith, cures fpeedily. Bruifes of 
all forts. sings 

Altho’ I ‘have thefe Remedies in great E- 
fteem, and am confirm’d in my Opinion of 
their Excellency by a multitude of Experiences 
that I have had; Yet I don’t pretend to lay 
afide the Oyitments, Cerats, and Plaifters of 

~Pharmacy ; which may be of very great ufe, 
and are every Day employ’d with Succets, 
by very skillful Perfons in curing Wounds. 

This only I will afhrm, by the way; that 
the moft Part of Oyntments have a ftrong 
finell, that is not only difagreeable to the . 

Wounded ; but is alfo no lefs hurtful to the © 

' Wounds, than offenfive to the Smell; andve- ~ 
ry much conduces to render them putrid, fa- 
nious and Virulent. 

There are. alfo feveral Places, where they” 
very unadviledly ule Corrofive Sublimat, Arfe- 
nick, and other things of a like Nature, in the — 
Cure of Wounds, not forefeeing their fatal Ef _ 
fe&ts. Neverthelefswe can’t here be too cau- 
tious: All the Parts of our Body, are made 
up of Veins, Arteries, Nerves, Lymphatick Vef- 
fels and Glands, that are eafily affeted by 


whatever touches them, and that by means of 
the 


/ 
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the Circulation convey to the large Veffils, and 
the Original of the Nerves, the good or ill Qua- 

lities that have been imparted to’em. The’ 
_ Contagion, that is communicated to the Sheets 
of a Bed, wherein one that has the Pox or 
dtch has lain for a Night only, will imprint its 
| Charaéters on a found Perfon, that after lyes 
“in ’em 5 tho’ the impure Matter touch only 
the Scarf-skin, and is to Appearance mich lefs 
active than Arfenic or Sublimat, 

The unfaithfulneS us’d, in making up.cer-- 
tain Compofitions , which ¥ have experiene’d on 
fome Occafions, hath oblig’d me, to réfolve to 
make up my felf, fome that are more fimple,* 
and much more Effe@tual. | 

_ Etmullerus in his Medicinal Surgery, and” 
‘Many others before him, have complain’d of’ 
the prodigious number of Medicines ufed in 
Praétice ; and of the great many Plaifters, 
Oyntments, Cerats, and a thoufand other ufelefs. 
things, good for nothing, but to perplex the 
Mind of young Surgeons. © That great Maga- 
zme of Pharmacy, might be -redued''to much 
narrower Bounds. - Experience « las: convine’d 
nie of the truth of this > and there are at this 
time many Perfons, very expertin Chirurgical. 
Pra@ice, that are herein of my Opinion; 
fome of whom think, that one Remedy only may 
anfwer all; It were well if fich a Method might 
be eftablifht, for the good of the Wounded, * 
and the Conveniency of Surgery. /- > 3 
pS M But 
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But Jam enclind to think, that no Man 
chas yet.gain’d that Point; which is extream- 
~ly hard to be attain’d, becaufe of the: Diver- 
‘ity of the Parts of which we are compos’d, and 
the Variety of Conftitutions in different Perfons. 
“Tis this Confidetation, that hinders me to 
-give Credit, to that univerfal Remedy which a 
certain Modern, otherwife a very able Surgeon, 
and at fome diftance from thele Parts, hath 
‘endeavour'd to eftablifh. But if I am not al- 
together of this jaft Opinion, I am yet much 
further from that of the Ancients, who have 
jeft us fuch.a Numerous Lift of Remedies, as” 
can’t be either committed to the Memory, or 
‘retain’d therein. A great deal of Study, and 
diligent Application is neceflarily requir’d, in 
‘order to know their Vertues and Properties 
For to make the right ufe of a Medicine, we 
muft know its Nature and Effeds, not abandon- 
ding the Succefs to uncertain Chance, and the 
Fidelity of another, as is often done. 
Moreover, it is very hard to believe, that 
all thefe mighty Compofttions, are anfwerable: 
in: their Effeéts, to the Expeétations had of 
Zem: the numerous and differing Ingredients: 
do oppofe, alter, and deftroy one another,. 
The moft Simple Things are moft agreeable, 
and fympathize moft with our Wature. 
I could never yet learn, that Solomon, who 
‘had an Univerfal Knowledge of all things, left 
behind him for the Cure of Wounds, Compofi- 


‘ tions 
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Hons fo perplexing, and ituf’d with fach a 
number of Ingredients, as thefe, which fome 
‘ule at this Day: In his time, two or three 
Simples, fufficd te make a Balfam, which was 
‘Nothing inferiour to many others, that are now 
ery 'd up as infallible Remedies. 

__Balfams are recommended, in the curing of 
Wounds, by the moft Part of the Ancients, and 
almoft all the Moderns, contrary to-the Opi- 
‘nion of fome that Praétife Surgery, Enemies 
toAntiquity ; who therein a@, as the Quacks do, 
contrary to all manner of Rea/on: But an undit. 
creet Paffion, ought never to prevail over that, 
which is juftifyed and fupported by Experi- 
ence, / 

_ Tho’ I don’t approve of Medicines, made 
up of numerous Ingredients , yet I have often. 
us'd the Styptick Plaifter of C. rollius ; which, tho’ 
it may be accounted of this number, ought 
mot at all to be laid afide: For when it is 
faithfully made up, it hath Vertues too effetual 
to be negleéted, and not fought after. When 
Thave a Mind to give it a fofter Corfiftence,. 
and reduce it to the form of an Oyntment,. 
that I may make ufe of itin drefiing of Wounds, 
I melt it with the Balfam which I have de- 
{crib’d ; and fometimes with the Oyl of St.Fobn’s 

Wort, prepar’d with Gum-Elemy,  * 

It will anfwer all the Expectations, may be 

thad of it, in curing Wounds and Ulcers: It 

allays Pain, cleanfes, and breeds Flefh: thofe 

4px: ! M 2 whe 
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‘who will’ give themfelves the trouble to exd 
‘amine its’ Compofi ion, and’ Ingredients, will a 


 -gree'with me, that ’tis not impefiible, buti 


‘may have/all thefe Vertues. “ 

Ihave fometimes usd, and alfo in this Ho: 
“pital, a Red Baifam made with an Ounce ¢ 
Red Saunders, and: White Wax 3 two Ounces ¢ 
Venice Turpentine, Oyl of Rofes, and Rofe-mates 
and a Dram of Sal armoniac.; all mixt tege 
ther, and haftily boil’d; and kept for ufé : 7y 
refifts Putrefation, and Jeffens Suppuration, — 

The" Simple: digeftive, is a Remedy that 
commonly ufe, to bring away the Efcar i 
“Gun-fhot Wounds ; mixing always’ therewit 
a little of the Yolk of an Egg, and fome Spi if 
Wine: I yenew it every Day, becaufe it foo 
corrupts, by Réafon of the Yolk of the Eze. 
Turpentine isa fimple Balfam, which is € 
cellent for curing of Wounds: The Counts 
People about Brianfon, who gather a gre: 
quantity thereof from the Wood of the Tart 
‘Free, ufe nothing elfe, but this Single Remed 
without any mixture, for the Cure of the: 
Wounds : Certain it is, that they who a: 
~ aceuftom’d to mix with it, a great number’ 
Ingredients, and Catagmatick Powders , fpoil i a 
Vertue, and can expeét nothing from it, b 
bad Succes. 
Arceus his Balfam usd in fo many Place: 
4s not to be defpis’d when rightly compos’¢ 
But *tis convenient to remark, that it agres 
o. 
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not to all Diftempers, nor alt Parts of the Body. 
as was obferv’d in the firft Remark of this 
third Part:. Which I have alfo experienc’d 
fince, in many other Occafions.. 

_ Bafilicon, is one of the moft common Oynt- 
ments,and mott us’d ; I fometimes imploy it to 
receive the Pouders, that I think neceflary, el- 
ther to Irritate, or procure Suppuration when 
d judge it. convenient :. Otherwife I) don’t 
Mauch deal withit.  . frasit 

It fometimes falls ont, by the ufe of Sarco- 
tick Baljams, that the Flefh grows fo faft, as to 
oblige us to confume it; and alfo the Orifices 
of the Lymphatick Veffels,, oftentimes raife up 
certain Protuberances, that together with the 
fuperfluous Flefh, forms as. it were.a refem-. 

yblance of Mujbrooms, which fome endeavour to 
Temove with Cathereticks, but to no purpefe. 
.,.4 have obferv’d, that to touchthe Excre~- 
cence allover, witha Diffolution of the Cauftick 
Stone, is much better, than any other means, 
.that.can be us’d, for. this Intentions providing 
the Application be renewed, f oft as issneedful. 
a have in-eight or ten Days, confumed, Mufh- 
ooms as big.as my Fift; which the ordinary 
Powders cou’d not havée.done in two Months. 
At may be feen, in feveral Places.of the {e- 
cond Part. of this Book, that I have us’d ‘it, 
swith a quick and happy Succefs, when ‘there ~ 
Was Occafion to take off the Cuallofity, happen-: 
ing to Wounds, in order to procure a Reuni- - 
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on; and when thefe kind. of Protuberance: 
have but a dull Senfe, I don’t {cruple ti 
{prinkle upon them, the forefaid Cauftick pul 
veriz'd, or to. apply Pledgets dipt in a Diffolu 
tion thereof, till I have procur’d fuch Smooth 
nefs, as-is reqnifite in order to a laudable Cica 
trix, and have reftored the Feeling of the Part 

When I only intended to bring to an Equa: 
lity,the luxuriant Flefh ; andprocure a firm ane 
handfom Scar, I have usd with good Succef 

—Unguentum Apoftolorum, mix’d with a little Um 
guentum Egyptiacum: This deftroys proud Flefh 
and is an excellent Medicine for Ulcers, to bo 
apply’d before the ufe of powerful Sarcoticks 
For it quickens the Flefh, confumes fuperfluon 
Moifture, and refifts Puprefadlion, 

I have always mightily approv’d, the ule oi 
the Spirit of Wine, and have often caus’c 
drefs Wounds of the Extremities, with this Re: 
medy only : ’Yis true it delays Suppuration, anc 

_protraés, the coming away of the Slough in 
Gunfbot Wounds ; but it powerfully refifts Pu: 
trefadion, corroborates and quickens, hinders 
Exce(five Suppuration, and the Diffolution of the 
Nerves, to which putrifying Miedicides are very 
hurtful. 

The Emplaftrum Tripbarmacum Fuberti, made 
of Litharge, Oyl, ‘and Vinegar, to which I add é 
little fcrap’d Lint, is admirably good to digefi 
a. Wound, and bring it to Suppuration, with, 
out apna great Putrefattion. It mightily 

| diffolves 
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- diffolves Contufions, and its ufe is of great be 
nefit. Oe ee 
It is certainty very convenient, that a Sur-- 
geon have fome peculiar Remedy; the Vertues 
whereof he is well acquainted with, to which 
he may have recourfe in obftinate and trouble- 
fom Accidents, that fometimes follow upon 
Wounds, and will not yield to the Common Re- 
medies. It is often alfo expedient to change 
the Medicines, as 1 have formerly faid, and 
not always.to be confin’d to one thing: For the 
FondnefS one may have for a Bal/fam, or an 
Oyntment, that, pofibiy, may have done very 
good Service on many Occations, ought not 
to prevail fo, as to make us employ it in all 
Times and Places: The beff and moft Ap- 
 prov’d Remedies, have not always the fame Ef- 
 feéts, or the fame SuccefS: For certain it is 
that not meeting with the fame Conftitution in all. 
Perfons, *tis impoffible they can have the fame | 
Operations. ; 
PEEL ECT TION. 
I have often obfery’d, and it daily falls out, . 
that Quacks, who have neither Skill nor Expe- 
rience, have fucceeded in the Curing feveral 
_ Diftempers, after they were given over by Pro- 
fefs'd Surgeons, who had beftow’d much time, . 
and us’d many Romedies to no purpofe: But 
I don’t at all think it ftrange ; for Thole,leave 
_ Natureto her Self, in fuch Occafions ; and ’tis 
fhe only taat works thefe Miracles, that are — 
| M 4 unjufily 
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unjuftly attributed to them, and give fuchRe- 
pute to their Remedies. = 

Not, but that a&ing without any -Rule,, 
-they commit very grofs Blunders ; being una-: 
ble, with all their Balfams, to correé » over-: 
come, yea or forefee the Accidents, that of. 
“ten follow upon Wounds :* For all their Skill, 
extends no further, than to the making up of' 
their Remedies ; and that which:can’t be cur’. 
‘by thefe, paffes with them for incurable. It is. 
not fo with regular Surgeons ; they know the: 
Caufes of Accidents, and apply thereto the ne- 
ceflary Remedies, without abandoning the 
wretched Patient to his ill Fate. 

It isindeed a notable Shame, that a wound: 
ed Perfon fhould go from under their Hands, 
to be curd by a Quack, a Clown, or a Simple 
Woman. I have knows, in feveral Places 
tuch, who by the Sale of their Remedies, have 
acquired great Reputation; whether by the 
Confidence, that wounded People had, of the 
Vertue of their Balfams; or for a Reafon that 
appeard very convincing 3 to wit, that tho’ 
they neither us’d Tents nor Dilaters, yea in 
very expref$ terms difcharg’d them, yet they 
often fucceeded in their Cures, to the Difgrace 
of Surgery. Mowever, it muft needs be, that 
the Inventers of thele Balfams, did difcover 
fome Inconveniences in the ule of Tents, fee- 
ing‘they have altogether forbidden to employ 
‘ems Now, f fippofe it will eafily be believ’d, 

, Ree that 
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that thefe Men or Women, who are employ-. 
ed in felling them, are not the firft Authors: 
and that thefe who firft us’d em, were not al- -- 


_ together deftitute of Knowledge. tous: 


_ Diapalma, is one of the Plaifters, moft com- 
monly us'd in Hofpitals of the Army: When 
it is rightly made up, ‘and diffolved; as was {aid 
before, it is not to be defpisd : And I add to 
it, when the Cafe requires, a little of Empla- 
firum de Betonica. - 

Emplaftrum diviaum, Manus Dei, Gratia Dei, 
&e. are Plaifters of a fingular Vertue; but 
very feldom to be found made up, with all the 
requfiite Fidelity. | 3 


I have nothing in particular to fay, concern= 


‘ing Cataplafms, avearding to the ordinary. 


Method : It belongs to the prudent Surgeon, 
to give them what Form and. Qualities, he 
thinks fitteft for the prefent Oecafion. 
- Thave often faund much more Advantage, 
from the Ufe of Emplaftrum Tripharmacum {poe - 
ken of before, and Diapalma diffolu’d, which 
don’t fo much clog the Parts, to which they 
are appply'd, nor at all hinder Tranfpiration. . 
Anodine Cataplafms, fach ae that of the Crum 
of Bread, and others of that Nature, are very 
ufeful in great Inflammations of Wounds, after 
the neceflary Diverfions have been perform’d 3. . 
they allay the Heat of the Blood, extinguith 
the Acrimony’ of Salts, and relax the Skim, 
Unguentum Santalinum may alfo be us’d to good. 
Pe M 5 is Purpole ¢ . 
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-Purpofe ::;And:> when) the Pain is partly re- 
movd, I ule Diffolving Medicines, which ‘at 
firft. would have encreas’d the laf enone 
and Fermentation. 

Betore I ‘put an end to this Difcourfe, I will 
remark, that it is very requifite for.a Surgeon 
of a-Field-Hofpital, or.of.an Army, who may 
fometimes be fhut up in a befieged Place, ill 
furnifh’d. with Medicines for.the ufe of the 
Wonnded, to underftand, how to make up 
- fimple; and eafy Remedies, with few Things, 
fuch: as thofe before mention’d for Wounds, 
and thefe of which I fhall afterwards {peak for 
Ulcers; which in time of needimay ferve-for 
all; Brandy, which is the ordinary- Refuge, 
in want.of other Remedies; may alfo be lack 
ing. Itis the part of a prudent: Surgeon 
wifely to provide. for this necefiity, and to ace 
commodate himfelf to the time, by dreffing the 
wounded Seldom, and according to our Method : 

T hus» fewer ‘Medicines. fhall be, us’d, >a ‘little 
fhall goa great Way, and every one fhall have 
Reafon to be fatisfy’d. 4 
- A great number of Abfceffes,. Wounds, Ul 

cars and Fradures of all forts, that have ‘beets 
under ¢ our Hands, in this, Hofpital, have been 
cured according, to this. Method; wherein 
there is nothing but what is. Génvleande E afys 
All the Amputations that we have.perfornyd, 
were dreft only once in two or three Days, dus 
ting the whole time of the Cure, with our fim- 
ple 
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“ple Remedies; and that with very good Suc-- 
- cefs. Thofe who have been fo happy, as to- 
avoid the malignant Influence, of the Conta- 
gious Steams, that have fo long prevail’d in: 
the Air, havé experienc’d the Comfortablenefs 
of this Method, by the fuddennefS of their» 
Cure, compleated without any Exfoliation of 
the Extremities of the Bones: Which infalli- 
bly had followed on Frequent Dreffings. 

I commonly ufe a Button of Vitriol, to caute> 
rize the Veflels, and ftop the Bleeding, which - 
I ever found fuccefSful ; neither did the Flux 
of Blood ever return. The two Stitches with 
a> Needle, made crofs-wife upon the Vein or 

Artery, are very fure 5 this is acommon Way, 
which I have fometimes, and yet do follow ¢ 
But the Falling of that Suture, is fometimes 
fo tedious, that it exhauftsthe Patience, both 
of the wounded Perfon, and the Surgeon 5 not- 
withftanding. its ufe is very: fafe: For the 
Bieeding is lefs to be fear’d this Way, which Is» 
Guick and gentle, than any other... The actual 
Cuutery is now out of ufe,unlefs it be in Amputa- ~ 
tions perform’d on the Dead. 

Tho’ in the Cures of the Penetrating Wounds 
of the Thorax, fpoken of in my fecond Part, » 
~ [was not oblig’d to perform the Operation of 
the Empyema; yet I have had Occafion to ufe 
it, on many other wounded Perfons, fince I 
embrac’d this Method; For take what Way, or 
what Care you will, it is oftentimes abfolutely 

neceflary - 
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neceflary. When the ‘Cavity. of the Breaft is 
fall of Blood, and the Orifice of the Wound | 
high, it is hot then fafe, to attempt to empty. 
it, by the way of Urine, which might be too 
flow, ‘and is too uncertain ; but we mut with- 
out delay fall about the Operation. rio 
I will not here, defcribe the Manner of 
performing this, or other Operations. M. Verduc, 
and M. Charéere, have lately afforded fuffici- - 
ent Means of Inftru@ion in this Affair. This 
f will only fay on the Subjeét in hand, that ~ 
this Operation, ought always to be perform’d 
on that Side, where the Effifion of the Blood 
is; and if it is found to have been on both 
Sides, and one Opening does not give the Eafe 
that Is expedted, ‘tho’ the extravafated Blood is 
difcharg’d 5 we muft make an Opening alfo on 
the other Side, after the firft is carefully 
clos'd up, and the Patient has had fome time: 
allow’d, to recover his Strength. Sometimes 
Tam oblig’d to ufe Tents for the firft Day, 
_ left the Divifion of the Pleura, that was but 
newly made, fhould unite again ; and fo there 
would be a neceffity of anew Operation the 
next Day, to let out that Blood, which being 
coagulated, could not at firft be brought a- 
way, and can hardly be evacuated by any o- 
ther Means. As for thele Openings made. in 
the Body by Bullets,in Gunfhot Wounds, there 
is no need of Tents to keep them apen, for 
they cannot be clos’d up, till the Efcar is fe- 
‘Pparated. I 
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I have already faid, that in ‘Openings which 
Imake to evacuate the Colleétions’ of Matter, 
or Abfceffes in the Thorax, ocafion’d by a Pleu- 
rely or Peripneumonia, 1 ufe Tents without a 
Point in the firft Days, to keep the Matter 
from coming out all at once: Otherwile the 
Place that was poffeft by the Matter, wou’d 
foon be fill’d with Air; which, being ever 
colder than the inward Parts of the Body, 
might occafion Coagulations, Suffocations, and 
Swoonings. Moreover, when a great deal of 
Blood is extravafated, it muit alfO be let out by 
Degrees. Now in fuch Occafions Tents are 
neceflary : But thefe being once over, I lay 
them afide for good and all; that a free Paflage 
may be given to the Matter, that the Genera- 
tion of a Callofity, about the Sides of the open- 
ing, may be prevented, and that nothing may 
be left to hinder the Reunion. ; 

By this Method, the wretched Patient is deli- 
vered from a great deal of Trouble, Pain and 
Vexations being enabled thereby to enjoy a 
Repofe, which otherwife he could never have 
expected : And by feeing him thus from 
_ Pain, what inumerable Accidents are avoid- 

ed? . | 

Had not Charity and Patience prevail’d in 
this Place, and reftrain’d us from cutting off, 
Without further delay, Members, that were 
only gangren’d by an Extremity of Cold, as 
other Surgeons of Hofpitals have done; this of 

) Brianfon, 
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Briznfon, woud have been full of Invalids. 
For about the End of the Campain, in the 
Years 1692, and 1693. a great number of 
fick Perfons were brought thither from Pigne- 
rol and Oulx, who in paffing the Mountain 
Genévre, were in fuch manner feiz’d and pe- 
netrated with the @old, in the Extremities 
of the Body, that a total Lofs of Senfe, and al- 
fo a Gangrene did enfue; the moft part of 
whom, notwithftanding, were cur’d without 
Amputation ; thofe only excepted, that had 
been before, worn out with long Séckne/s. 


CHAP. VII 
OF Gunfhoi Wounds. 


OFins Wounds are the Principal Subjeét of 
this little Treatife, it was not fitting that 
thofe infli@ted: by “Fire- Arms fhould here be for- 
gotten. Wherefore, 1 fhall fay fomething of 
them in this Chapters 

Gun-fbot Wounds are acknowledged by all to 
be very troublefome, becaufe of the Tearing 
and of the Difordering the Flefh, occafion’d by — 
the Bullet,the Stop put to the Circulation {0 far as 
they reach, the Havock that attends them, and — 
the Obftruftions they occafion; all which are. 
_ but too too able to produce very grievous Accé- 
, dents. . 

re 
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dents. Fluxions, Mortifications, and Gangrenes 


are here very much to be feared; to prevent 
which, I at firft give Breathing to the Wound 
with pretty large and deep Incifions, accord- 
ing as the Nature of the Part, and bignefs of 
the Wound do require. I do my utmoft to 
draw out the Extraneous Bodies, if there are 
any, putting the Wounded Perfon in the 


fame’ Pofture wherein he received the Wound ; 
Afterwards I drefs it according to my Me- 


thod, and feafonably perform the requifite Di- 

verfions. A Flux of Blood, is almoft never to 

be fear’d till the Efcar be fallen, unleS fome 

great Weffel. be wounded. 

~ Neverthelefs, I can truly affirm, that there - 
never happened any Flux of Blood in Gunfhot 

Wounds, ‘fince I laid afide the ule of Tents : 


. for according as the Efcar is diffolv’d and comes 


away, a new Flefh is bred without any hin- 
drance,and covers the Wounded Vefiels, which 
can't be whenit is preft by Tents. This is a 
Truth fo evident, that I hope no Man will 
call. it in Queftion. “eS : 
Diet ought always to be rightly order’d< 
and if notwithftanding all our Care and Pre- 
caution, dangerous Symptoms do follow, we 
muft endeavour to eafe and relieve the Part, 
by making many Scarifications thereon, in or- 
der to give a Vent to the extravafated Blood, : 
and to hinder its Stay and Fermentation. But 
feeing the moft part of the Accidents that 
| pad hets happen, , 
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happen, are more or lefs troublefoin, accor- 


ding to the different Bignefs of the Contufion s 
t do,what I can to diffelve-it, 4s foun as, poifi- 


ble,, and to.reftore the Humours to their ufual 
- Motion: For. according, to the Definition we 


have laid down.in our firft Part, 4) Contufion 
wa Diforder of the Fibers. and’ little: Veffels) 
that changes the Regularity: and) Situation of the 
Pores.;, but this is-often accompany’d with an 
Effufion,. or Extravafating of Blood ,. which 
prefling upon the Veffels, hinders the. Courfe 
and Motion of the Humors and Spirits. The 
Accidents that follow, in this aft Cafe, are 
much more troublefom,; wherefore. Without 
expecting the Effects of diffolving. Medicines, . 
I forthwith have recourfe to, Scarification ;- for 
Mortifications often times furprize of a fidden' - 
however, feeing. things come not; always to | 
this, Pats, 1 fometimes ule! Difoluing Medi- 
CLNES». Fi beltghy oA ateee bageo0s1 
We have known,,a very watmoEmbrocation 
with Oyl of .Rofes, to which wasiadded alittle 
ofthat of Turpentine and fome Spirit of Wine, pro- 
duce exceeding good ffe&s + it begins the Diffe- 
lution, relaxes the Skin, and difpofes the Part, 
to receive afterwards the Impreffion of the 


- Plaifters; fuch as the Tvipharmacum’ Fuberté, 


Diapalma diffolv’d. as. we have ordered,. fret 
Cow-dung try'd,. with; Volatil’ Salts, .as: alfo. 
that of other Animals :.the Roots of Briony 
infus'd in Spirit of Wine are in’this Cafe very 
proper. Diffalv- 
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Difolving Cataplafms are fométimes very 
feafonable, providing they be not too empla- - 
ftick : and if in fpite of all our Care a-Gan- 
grene {hould follow, we muft ule thefe Reme- 
dies which were defcrib’d under that Head. 
But this Accident never yet fell out in any -of 
thefe Wounds, whereof we had the firft Dref-. 
fing; and I.can aver, that tho’ imple Gun-fhot 
Wounds, aredreft in this Hofpital as Excoria- 
tions-only, yet are they always cur’d with a 
furprizing Quicknef§: NevertheleS we per-. 
form all the neceflary Diverfions. The Re- 
medies we us’d may be feenin the Relation of 
the Cures. 


CH WP ome! «4 
Of Burns. 


T H E Accidents occafion’d by Gun-powder, 
& might afford us Subjeét of much Dif 
courfe upon Bura;. But I defign only to 
{peak a Word or two thereof, that I may 
_ thence have Occafion, to point forth the Re- » 
' medies I ufe in their Cure. ; ) 

The Tallow of which they make Candles, 
melted with the Oyl of Walnuts to the Confi- 
ftence of an Oyntment s. will anfwer to all the 
Intentions propos’d in this Matter. 1 have 
not found any thing either {0 effe@ual, or fo 
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eafie | it will terminate the Empyeme, and cures. 


‘generally all forts of Burns whatever, in very 


fhort time: In fine, this is the Remedy which 
we ordinarily ufe. Benjamin, Unguentum Popule- 
um, and the Yolks of Eggs, may be us’d when 
this can’t be had. There are but very few 


Surgeons, who have not always fome particu- 


lar Remedy for Burnings, fome more fome lefs. _ 


effe&tual. Etmullerus, and other Authors, have 


given a great number of very good ones: and. 
‘M. Verduc in his Pathology, explains their Na- 


ture and their Differences, in a very clear and: 
unintelligible way. 


> 
= 


A little time after the Declaration of War, 


an Accident happen’d in the Valleys of Lu- 


ferne,. which afforded us many frightful. Spe- 


7 


Gacles. The Guard-houte of the Fort of Tour, 
call’d St. Maries, fell down. upon about thirty 


- Soldiers, as they were warming themifelves a- 
bout-a great Fire; of whom twenty, or there- 
abouts, were buried with the Ruines, in the 
Chimney by the Fire. A good’ deal. of Time 
was fpent before they could clear away the 
Stones and the Rubbifh, and get out 
thefe poor wretched Creatures. Some 
were found dead, and roafted ; others were 
brought into the Hofpital of Luferne. A 
Plaifter as big as a Bed-fheet, was fcarcely 
fuficient to drefs them. Two or. three 
dy’d; and ‘five or fix were curd by the 
ailiftance of Cordials, Diapboreticks, and abfor- 

bing 
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bing Medicines, taken inwardly to facilitate the 
opening of Obftruétions ; ; while outwardly, the 
moft proper Oyntments, were us’d to allay the 
Pain, and diffipate the corrupt Matter, to 
which I caus’d adda little Camphire and fome 
Yolks of Eggs mixt together : To conclude, 
after very frightful Suppurations, the Cure 
was compleated + but they were for the moft 
part,like fo many Serpents,all oblig’d to change 
their Skin. 


~~. 
- 


CHAP. X. 
Of Ulcers. 


| ieeteg is of Opinion, that the Caufe of 
Ulcers, proceeds from an Acid, whereby 
the immediate Nourifhment, diftributed to the 
Part, 1s corrupted, and lofing its Oyly and 
Balfamick Nature, becomes four, and altoge- 
ther unfriendly tc the Part, that it ought to 
nourifh, and fo confiderably encreafes the acid 
Ferment, and augments its Aétivity. 

According to this Definition, a Topical Re= 
medy well accommodated to the Kind of the 
Difeafe, and that deftroys Acids, and repairs 
the Balfamick.Nature of the Nutricious Fuice, 
if {ufcient to bring this fort of Diftemper to 
a perfett Cure. I have often in this manner 

cured. 
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cured, many poor-afflicted Creatures, without 
the ule of General Remedies. But not to make 
any change in the manner of Dreffing, Lfay 
in the rit Place, that Ulcers are but too com- 
mon in the Hofpitals of the Army: Tbe il 
- Dyet of the Soldiers, their, Irregularitics, their 
Fatigues, and their unavoidable Naftine/s, are 
more than enough to occafion fach as. are very 
obftinate, and difficult to. be cur’d. Seconds 
ly, we have in this Hopital followed a Method, . 
whereby in a little time, a greet number of 
Ulcers were cur’d:. For after General Remedies, 
and fome flight Diverfi tons, I usd a Decottion. 
of Walnut Leaves with:a little, Sugars in this. 
I dipt Pledgets, which I apply’ a moderately. 
hot, letting often three'Days paf over with= 
out taking off that Dreffing. 

Many Perfons in France, I know, have kept- . 
this Comp efit ition as a great Secret; but I 
_ thought it woud have eit inconfiftent, with 
Charity, not to publifh its Vertues, and..the 
manner af making it. 

“Thave experienc’d ona thoufand. Occations, 
that. it mightily cleanfes, and breeds Flefh; mor- 
tifies and devours it Acédities, refifts Putrefa- 
Zion ; removes plentiful Suppurations, and con-. 
fumes the Modture that hinders. Reunion : + In 
fine,.it hath Vertues that furpafs Belief, and its 
Effeét is more quick than that of all-the Oynt- 
ments, and. Cerats with which, A pothecaries 
Shops.are dtor’d, and. which are commonly us’d 

in 
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in curing of Ulcers, but often to no purpofe. 


In the mean time I dare affirm, and that. 


truely, that in the Places where # have us’d 
it, all thefe Ulcers, that were formerly thought 
Incurable, were thereby ended ina very fhort 
ame. + * 
Tho’ I do but very feldom make any ufe of 
Injetions, neverthelefS, I have been fome- 


_ times oblig’d, to have recourfe to this Remedy, 


from which I have reap’d more advantage, 
then from all thofe us’d in Pra@tice ; and efpe- 
cially in hollow and deep Ulcers: As alfo in 
large Abfceffes of flefhy Parts, where there is 
great Putrefaction, and fometiimes a confidera- 
ble Cavity. 

- The Scriptural Balfam, fpoken of before, 
which is only an equal Quantity of Oy! and 
Wine, boil'd to the coufumption of the latter, 
ts alfo an excellent Medicine for Ulcers: With 
this Remedy only, I have cur’d great num- 
hers. ; | 
Many 4uthors there are, who have left us 
an Account of a vaft number of Remedies, 
which are us’d in Ho/pitals 5 for which Reafon, 
I will fay nothing of them here, where my Des 
fign is only to make known thofe I ufe in my 

own Prattice. | 
By what i have faid of the feldom dreffing 
of Wounds, it may be eafily guefs’d, that lam 
not for frequent Dreffing of Vicers: For if 
they proceed from an Acid, as Etmullerus thinks 
: we 


7 


/ 
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swe ought to endeavour not to promote the 
Coagulation, by admitting the Acid of the Airs 
which by infinuating its pointed ‘Articles into. 
ulcers, corroborates the Caufe, renders them 
putrid; fanious, and fometimes incurable. 

*Tis rot without ground, that Galen, as 
hath been declar’d already in the firft Part, in 
his Fourth Book, of the Compofition of Medicines, 
‘Chap. 4. hath ordered, to drefs Ulcers, but 
once in three Days: And I believe that it 
wou'd yet be better, to doit more feldom; un- 
lef fome urgent Caufe require it; fuch as the 
Seafon of the Year, the badnefs of the Hu- 
mors, or fome other evil Difpofition of Bo- 
dy. gre 

. "We may obferve, that Suppurative Medi- 
cines, usd in dreffing Ulcers, are extremely 
pernicious: For the Matter is but too plenti- 
ful; and requires to be leflened, and dry’d up, 
if we defire a.perfe&t Cure. The Application 
of Tipical Remedies, when well chofen, often-. 
times performs in this Cafe, what neither Di- 
verfions, nor Internal Medicinzs coud do ; and 
of fuch there are. good ftore : But-it depends 
only on the Prudence, and Skill of him that pre- 
{cribes °em, to ufe them feafonably; for we 
can expect no defireable Effects, either from one 
kind or another, but according as they are 
properly apply. eo 

Unguentum Apoftolorum, mix’d with Unguen- 
tum Egyptiacum, is not to be defpis’d : It con- 

: . fumes 


- 
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fumes ail the corrupted, and the Superfluous 


_ Flefh. I have often apply’d this, before I made 


ufe of our Lotion. | 
The Aqua Phagedenica, or Lime-water mixt 
with Salt of Lead, or Sal Armoniac and Aqua 


_ Caleftis, have alfo ferv’d us on fuch Occati- 


ons ; for if one Remedy fails, as often falls - 
out, we muft have Recourfe to another. 


CHAP. XI. 
Of Simple Eratlures. 


, | N the Cure of Simple Fra&ures, commonly 


four things are propos’d to be done. Firft, 
to fet the Bone, or bring it to its natural Fi- 
gure. Secondly, to keep it fo, with fit Dref- 


_ dings. Thirdly, to take care of the neighbour: 


ing Parts. And fourthly, to give the affli€ed 
Member a convenient Pofture. 

Firft then, Extenfion is almoft ever neceffary, 
to reduce the Bone to its natural State, which 
is to be more or lefs vigorous, according. to 
the Quality of the Fradure, the Nature of the 
Broken Part, or the Age and Sex of the Pa- 


' tient: but we muft obferve not to make Ex-. 


tenfion, when Inflammation, or other Accidents 
appear, till they are either remov’d, or con- 
fiderably abated. ) 


€ 


As 
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As to the fecond thing, which is the mecef- 


_fary Dreffings, Vhave always obferv’d the Di- 


rection of Hippocrates, in ufing three Bands as 


he did, in fi imple Fratkures : Celfus employed 
fix, but thefe, in my ag were too ma- 
ny for the Part : wherefore, I chus’d rather 


to follow the Pra@tice of Hippocrates, approv’d_ 


of by Galen, in the Fifth Chapter of his Book 
of Method. , 

The moft Part of thofe who pra¢tife Surgery, 
aie’ in the Ufe of Topical Remedies. Some 
apply all Dry: As for my felf, who am not 
-confin’d, to the Way of the Ancients, in this 
Matter, I have found that the Glair and Yolk 
of an Egg, beat up together with a little Oy/ of 
Rofes, will anfwer all Expetations: It 1s 4- 
_ Stringent, Anodine, and Difolving. The reft of 


- the Dreffings, l ufe dry, unlefs an Inflammation, © 


or fome fuch thing, oblige me to the contrary : 


For as it ismy Way to drefs my Patient as-fel- — 


dom as poffible, I apply the Bandage dry, 


that it may be the fafter, and lefS apt to flac- 


ken. 
> Plaifters, and Einplaftick Medicines employ’d 


in Fractures, ftop up the Pores of the Ski7, keep — 
in the Vapours, that oceaiion Itching, and fo 
oblige to take off the Dreffings, oftner than’ is” 
expedient 3 wherefore I endeavour, to: enone 


whatever may caufe that Accident. 

Hippocrates, ufed to take off the Dreffings, 
three Days after Application. ming ftay till 
ae Ne 
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the feventh ; and for my felf [ delay it as long” 
as ever I can. Experience has taught me, 
that it is moft advantageous for the Patient 
not to be dred, till the Callus is intirely 
-form’d; unlef the Bands are loofen’d, or fome 
unexpetted Accident hath fallen out, fuch as 
ltching, and Difordering of the reduced Bones. 
I could recount a great number of Soldiers, 
that have departed from this Hofpital, cur’d of 
Simple Fractures of all forts, according to my 
_ Method ; but I thall content my felf with the 
Relation of the following Cure. 

_A Soldier call’d La Tulippe, of the Regiment 
of Conde, was brought to this Place, having 
“his right Thigh-bone broken about the mid. 
dle, and fhattered: This unlucky Accident . 
befell him, as he was fleeping upon Mount Ge- 
“nevre, under a Tree, which at the fame-time 
was cut down, and fell upon his Thigh. So 
foon as he was committed to my Care, I re- 
duc'd the Bone by a vigerous Extenfion, and 
apply’d a linnen Cloth, dipt in an entire Ege, 
beat up with a little Oy! of Rofes, anda {mall 
quantity of good Vinegar, upon which I put 
fome Compreffes, then three or four pretty long 
Rollers, with fome Splents of Paft-board, en- 
compaffing all with a Piece of the fame 3 and 
Jaft of all the Funcks, with what belongs to ‘em. 
Diverfions were perform’d, anda moderat Diet . 
ordered. I let the Dreffings ftay on for twen= » 


ty 


A look’d to it again; fo that in fixty Days, J. 


safe on the hinder part, a Splent of the breadth: 
-of two or three Fingers, to futtain the Bone. 
-which without this Precaution would be im 


_ be fupported by fome thing, that is fufficient: 
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“ty Days; at the end of which time, L fount | 


the Part inits right and natural Difpofition : 
‘At this Dreffing, I usd Emplaftrum pro fraturss, , 


-and apply’d the Bandage as before, with Splints : 
of Wood, and the other things neceflary. In) 
. twenty Daysafter, I took off the, Dreffings at 
fecond time, and found all things to my Satif- 


fa&ion : and Twenty Days more pafs'd before 
dreft him only three times, not reckoning the: 
firft.: He began now to rife and to walk on: 
Crutches; and we continu’d ftill the Dreflings 


upon his Thigh, omitting the Fumks. In fine, 
-after he had remain’d fometime in the Hofpital,, 


to recover his Strength, he return’d to hiss 
Regiment. . 
~ ®Tis convenient to oblerve, that.in Simple 
Fratures of the Thigh, we ought always tou 


Danger to bend, in Hofpitals of the Army. 
where the loofe Straw on which the Soldiery 
lie, is apt to flip from under them, and fo te 
make Holes or Furrows, capable to diforder 
the joyning of the broken Parts, unlefs they 


Jy ftiff. 
'J have no Credit to give, to the inwar# 
Remedies, which fome ufe for breeding ; 
Callus’ 


ee a 
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Callus : fuch as the Juice of Comflip, of Agri- 
mony, or its Root, taken in Drink 5: and many 
others to be feen in ancient Authors. Nature 
is the Architeét, and principal Framer of the 
Callus, when fhe is allow’d that Repofe, which 
‘is neceflary to her Acting : however I don’t , 
difapprove, the ule of incraffating Nourith- 
ment, on {uch Occafions. 

_ In the third Place, as to the Care-of the ~ 
neghbouring Parts, when the Fraf@ure is much 
fhatter’d and very painful, it is exceeding ad-. 
vantagious to apply cle ves to the Superior 
Parts,and the Emundories: the Liniment made 
of an Egg beat up with oyl of Rofes, and fome- 
times with a little of that of Turpentine, and 
fome Vinegar; when the Contufion is great, 
an{wers alfo to this Intention ; together with 
Embrocations with diffolving Oyls. Above 
all, Diverfions are of great Efficacy; to- pre- 

vent and remove Accidents, 

As for the fourth Thing ; it is of great Im- 
portance to the fraétur’d Member, to be 

-placd in a convenient Situation, upon which‘ 
very often depends the good or ill Succef§ of 
the Cure. In Hofpitals “oF the Army, all the 
neceflary Conveniences are not to be found ; 
but the Ingenuity of the Surgeon, ought to make 
up that Defect. The greateft Part of the 
Wounded , are only laid upon Straw, which 
has not Stability enough, to keep a Member 

iN 2 long 
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Jong in the fame Situation’: ‘tis this Confide- 

-yation that obliges me, after applying the 
three Bands, fpoken of above, to ule Splents — 
in the firft Dreffing, wnlefs the Pain engage 
ame to defer ’em3 and afterward, I make all 
fare with a fourth Band: Tadd alfo the Fuackss 
ind the Sole with what belongs to “em; if 
the Fraiure is in the Thighs or Legs, if in the 

———~.Arm, Tule the Sling 3 as alfo, if in the Fore-— 

fina, the Cafe of Paft-board: all being well 

ty’don,fecures the Part in fuch fort,that there 
is no hazard of its being diforder’d. This is 
the Method I ufe in Simple Fraitures. | 
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CHAP. XIL 
Of Compound Vradures. 
Omplicated FraGures are very hard to be- 
4 curd. In the fecond Part of this Trea- 
tife may be feen, the manner how a good num- 
ber of fuch, were brought to a perfeé Cures - 
But we muft not always flatter our felves, with - 
Expeétations of the like good Succef$;_ chiefly 
when part of the Subftance of the Bone is loft. - 
The Youth, and good Conftitution of the Pati- - 
_ ent, are great Helps in fuch Occafions. The 
Method of Dreffing Gently, Speedily and Seldom, - 
faves a great deal of Time, and prevents very 
Many Accidents. Nature, when at Liberty, and. 
acting without Reftraint , does ‘things very 
furprifing, and fuch as we wou’d have judg’d 
to be impoffible. | 
The Generation of a Callus in a Simple Frae 
ure, is undoubtedly more fpeedy, than in a_ 
complicated one: In the firft the Heat is kept 
in, and united, and aéts with more Strength 
and Quicknefs. The Bone being covered by 
the Teguments, is fhelter’d from the injuries of 
the Air: For according to Fabricius ab Aqua- - 
pendente , Part. 1. Bo. 4. Chap. 9. the exter- - 


nal Air alters the Bones, and deftroys their 
3 N 3 Natural . 
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Natural Temperament : More over Nature is no’: 
- diverted, nor difturb’d in her Aion by Diffr 
pations or Suppurations. All confifts in the Re™ 
ducing of the Fradure, or rightly Setting the 
Bone; as we have taught in the former Chap- 
ter. , 
From thefe Reafons a Confequence may be 
drawn, to juftify my Method in refpett of Com- 
plicated Fraéures: For by Suppreffing frequent 
Dreffing, and giving all Diligence, to hinder 
the Acce/s of the Air to fuch Wounds, I pre- 
vent all the Accidents it might occafion; as 
great Suppurations, Alterations, Rottennefs, Flux- 
ions, Pains, and generally whatever prolongs 
the Cure, and often makes the Wounds incu- 
rable. | as! : 
In Complicated Frattures, when there is great 
Suppuration, the Matter muft undoubtedly be 
mixt, with the Nutricious Fuice of the Bones, 
which from the firft Moment of the Fratture 
' begins to cover the Ends ot the Bone, and form 
a Callus. Tents and Dilaters, with which com: 
monly thefe forts of Wounds are fill’d, by their 
Touch, hinder this Work, which ought not to 
by interrupted. Lovg and frequent Dreffings,give 
time for the Air to penetrate into the Wounds, 
whereby the Nourifhment of the Bone, lofes 
what was {pirituous in it, coagulates, breeds 
abftructions, or is turn’dinto Matter. More- 
over this Method, net only occafions always: 
Irritations 
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Irritations and Pains, but alfo deprives the 
Sick of that Ret, which is abfolutely neceflary 
& tien. 

Fabricius ab Aquapendente, in the eighth Chap- - 
ter of the fame Book, treating of Complicated 
Fradures, where the Bone is not uncovered, Or- - 
ders the Lips of the Wound t6 be joyn’d toge- 
tlrer,and that it be dreit but once in threeDays. 
And In the tenth Chapter of the fame Book, 
{peaking of Complicated Fraf@ures where the | 
Bone is-laid bare, direéts to Joyn the Lips of 
the Wound by Stitching or otherwife ; and af- 
_ terwards to go on with the Cure, asin a Sim- 
- ple Wound. 

_ IT am not therefore the: only Perfon, that 
has dreft complicated Fraf@ures after this Man- 
ner. It may be obferv’d alfo, that Rhafis, and 
Serapion usd this Method, in’ the Cure of 
Wounds of the Head with a Fra@ure of the 
Scull; for they fay, that Wounds of the Head - 
muft be -ftitch’d up, even where the Scull js 
broken quite thorow. | | 

If this may ‘be done om fuch Occafions; 
much morein complicated Fra@ures of other 
parts of the Body: now the Stitching us’d by 
thefe Authors in Frad&ures of the Scull, was for 
no other End, but to exclude the Air, which 
might have prov’d hurtful to the Brain, the 
Membranes, and the Scull. 

Galen, and Avicen advife Stitching in fuch 
a Cale; but Hippocrates forbids it, in his Book 

IN. 4 of 
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of Wounds of the Head. For my felf I very 
rarely ufe it, In any part of the Body, tho’ I 
don’t difapprove it; But in Ganfhot Wounds, 
it can’t be prattis’d, for many Reafons known 
to every Bedy. - hel, . 

Fradures with aWound, are in general very 
troublefom : But thefe caus’d by Fire-Arms 
more than others; and they are alfomore or 
lefs hard to cure, according to the Part where- 
in they are: For the Complicated Frafures of 
the Thigh, which we have had under our Care 
im this Hofpital, were not fo foon cur’d as 
thofe of the Leg; nor thefe, as the Frafures~ 
ofthe Arm, and fo of others; tho’ in all, the 
fame Method was always follow’d. 

As to the difficulty of curing thofe of the 
Thighs, it is often occafion’d, by the Inconve- 
niences to be met with, in the Hofpitals of 
the Army: For there is difficulty in giving 
Chyfters there, where we cannot afford the Ac- 
‘commodations neceflary for voiding the Ex- 
crements: becaufe wanting,ordinarly,Servants, 
handy and charitable enough to affift the Pa- 
tients in fuch Occafions, they ly in their Na- 
ftinefs, and are indifcreetly and violently 
movd; by which means the Cures become te- 
dious and difficult. For we may be fure, that 
Nature aéts withno lefs Diligence and Wifdom 
upon thefe, than upon other Parts. 

I make no queftion, but many Perfons will 
condemn this Way of drefling complicated 

|  -Fratures, 


The Hofpital-Surgeon, 5 | 
Fradures, which pofhibly will appear to be vee 
Fy new; For I own I never hitherto faw it 
us’d by any. But we ought not to be too fore - 
ward to afirm, that what we have not {eens 
is not. There are, without doubt, many 
Secrets, both in Nature and in Arts, which - 
woud be of notable advantage, were they 
known to us. 

Thofe, who will give themfelves the — 
Trouble, exaétly to follow this Method, may 
_ €Xtricate themfelves from the Errors, with » 
which their Minds were Prepoflefs'd againft : 


eit... 
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CHAP. XIL 
Of Diflocations. 


T 1$ in the Cure of Diflocations, that. 
A Art has the Advantage over Nature ; be- 
eaufe that alone accomplifhes the Cure, with- | 
out’ the Affiftance of this: the Operation of the 
Hand, Machines and Bands, are the Means, 
that Surgery imploys to reduce them. 

Tho’ this Subje€t, would afford an ample 
Field to Theory; yet I fhall remit the young 
Surgeons to fuch Asthors, as have defignedly 
treated thereon. I will only fay, that it is ne- 
ceffary to-be throughiy inftruéted, in the 
Knowledge of the Bones, and Bandages 5 and. 
that, if poflible, we muft not lofe one Minute 
of time, to reftore the Parts that are difloca- 
ted, before the Accidents fupervene, that of- 


- “tentimes hinders the Operation. For the Head 


of the Bove, that is out ofits Place, commonly 
prefles on nervous and fenfible Parts, and. 
fometimes fqueefes together the Veilels, that 
carry the Blood for the Nourifhment of the 
Parts, which occafions a kind of Palfy and 
Atrophy, and fometimes a Fluxion : Moreover 
the Cavity of the receiving Bone, may be fill’c 

, aed with 
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_ With the Synovia, or Humor that moiftens the . 
Joynts ; which, if it be coagulated there by 
fome Acid, will hinder the Head of the Bone 
to go into that Place, from whence it came 
out 5 In which cafe we may reckon the Refto-~. 
ring of the Bone to be impoffible. Wheree - 
fore, we ought at firft to employ all our’Care; 
to procure its Reduétion. 

The Inftruments neceflary to reduce olf 
Luxations, or fuch new ones as require great 
Force, are not all to be found always in Hof= 
pitals of the Army; but the Hand of Servants, 
and the<Ingenuity of the Operator, ought 
to make up that want as much as pofible. 

Guy de Chauliac, Fabricius ab Aquapendente, 
Pareus, and many others, have fufficiently 
explained the manner of Reducing Diflocations. 
_A young Surgeon ought to omit nothing, that 
may conduce to his Accomplifhment herein: — 
For it is by thefe fimple Operations, that the 
. Vulgar knows: to difcern the Skilful from the 
Ignorant; becaufe thefe forts of Performan- 
ces are altogether Chirurgical, and require 
_ only the Dexterity of the Artift to accomplifh 
elles: 

I have found by Experience, that-an Egg; 
beaten up with Oy! of Turpentine and a little Vi- 
_ negar, is very profitable to the luxated Parts, 
to which it is apply’d; yea that it isa Reme- 
dy fufiicient to anfwer all Intentions: Aroma. 


tick .- 


‘ a 

276 The Hofpital-Surgeon. 
tick Wine may be us'd, when this can’t be had. 
If your defign is only to frrengthen, the Plai- 
fter Pro Fraturis will do the Bulinefs. 

Bleeding, Chfters, and a convenient Courfe 
of Diet, ought not to be negleéted, in great 
Luxations attended with Contufion: Thefe 
forts of Remedies oftentimes prevent being, 
furpriz’d with Accidents, and remove them _ 
when prefent. it 


Cre AE Ary. 
Of the Relaxation of the Foynts. 


Q'Oldiers, who commonly ly on the Ground 
during the Campain, in very fevere Sea- 
fons, are. lyable to have their Bodies ftuff’d 
with fuperfluous Humors, wherewith all the 
Parts in general are foak’d:but ina fpecial man- 
ner they very often fall upon the Jaynts, where 
foftning, and relaxing the Ligaments that kept 
them faft, they do thereby occafion Luxations 

of the Parts. ; | | 
This kind of Diftemper, is very hard to be 
curd, and will fcarcely yield to Remedies < 
we have had: of them under our Hands. in. this. 
Hofpital, which have occafion’d us a great 
deal of Trouble, and but little Credit. Hippo- 
crates in fuch Cafes advifes the ufe of the adual 
Cauterys 


@ 
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Cautery, and Galen after him is alfo for the 
fame Operation, in order to drain and confume 
the flimy and watery Humours, to ftrengthen 


the Skin, and to faften and fortifie the Joint. 


Hippocrates, for this purpofe ufes a Rope of 
taw Flax, which being fet on fire, yields a 
Coal, like that of the Match usd in Armies 3 


and Aetius, according to Archigens , did it 


with the Root of Fullers-Weed and of Birth- 
mort, probably to render the Operation 
more gentle : it is perform’d upon the Place, 
where the Head of the Bone bunches out. 
This Remedy is rnde; and we have never 
usd it in this Hofpital, becaife it frightens 
the Patient. NeverthelefS thefe Diftempers, 
are fomtimes fo painful, and withal fo obfti- 


nate, that thofe who are under ’em, willingly 


fubmit to the moft cruel Operations, that they 
may be releafed therefrom. 

Fabricius ab Aquapendente relates, that after 
he had in fuch a Cafe, to no purpofe, us’d very 
many things; the Patient was curd with a 
Plaifter of a certain Herb, which he believ’d ; 
was Hearts-Eafe, that was apply’d to him by 


““a Quack. : 


As for my felf, tho’ ‘I don’t difapprove the 
Way us‘d by the Ancients in this Cafe, yet I 


am of Opinion that it ought not to take Place, 


till more gentle Methods are firft try’d: And 


_ this is the courfe we ule to take, at firft trying 


what> . 
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whatevet may heat, cut, dry, and ftrengthen: 
The Oyl of Lavender, the Fat ot the Mountain- 
Rat, and Spirit of Wine, or the Queen of Hun- 
garies Water, made upin torm of a Liniment, 
and apply’d very warm, give great Affiftance 
in fuch Cafes ; to which may be added a little 
of the Oy! of Turpentine, which cuts, and opens 
the Paflages, fo making way for Dafolving and 
Drying Medicines. 

But when I find thefe Remedies pnemrockual's : 
I ufe fuch things as irritate, Veficatories, and 
_ cauftick Heths,= fuch as Spurge, Celandine, and 
the like 3; which by the exafperation of the . 
Pain, may caufe a Fluxion upon the Part af- 
fe&ted, that fo the matter being after digefted 
and ripened by a Fermentation 5 all may be 
happily ended by an Adjeefs, as fometimes. falls 
out. 

When we have brought ies to this Pat 
we muft not fail, without delay to reftore the 
Bones into their Cavity, and to fortify the Joynt, 


with good Aromatick Wines quickened with Spi- . 


rit oft Wines or elfe with Men’s Greafe, and a 
little of the Queen of Hungaries Water, mixt and 
apply’d hot: and generally we may for this 
purpofe ufe any thing, that may /ivenghthen the 
Member, and waft the Moisture. In the:mean 
time, the Part muft always be fupported with 
a good Bandage, and furrounded with Comprel- 
{es and Boliters, to command the Bone, and 

keep 
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keep it faft inits Place : moreover the Patient 
muft be very careful to keep himfelf quiet, and | 


muft obferve a Drying and Attenuating Courfe 
of Diet.. : 


CHAP. XV. 


The Conclufion of the Third Part , with 
fome very ufeful Remarks. 


M* principal Defign in this little Trea- 
| tife, being to introduce for the Relief 
of Wounded Perfons, a Gentle, Speedy, and Ea- 
fie Way of curing their Diftempers; I have en- 
deavoured to confirm the fame, as much as 
lay in my Power, by Reafons and Expzrienees. 
I am not ignorant, that this Part of Surgery 
which concerns Wounds, does not exhauft its 
Bounds; and that I have only flightly touch’d 
on other Things, that are of no lefs Impor- 
tances: 
~ My Intention, was not to tranfcribe from 
other Authors; and therefore I thought it e- 
nough, fuperficially only to declare my. 
Thoughts, of the other Parts of Surgery ; 
wherein alfo I have confin’d my felf, to that 
whichis moftcommon, and moft neceflary, and _ 
was withall moft particulurly known to me 3 
net 
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not being, willifig to {peak of many Things, a- 
bout which I had nothing new to advance. 
I think I have done what [ defign’d, and am 
ambitious of nothing elfe, but that my Inten- 
tion, which I have fincerely declar’d, may 
have all the Succefs [ cowd wih it. 

The Courfe I take to prevent the Scaling 
of Bones, explained in the firft Part of this 
Book, I learnt from Experience ; I hope alfo 


it will be found very ufeful and neceffary, in ~ 


drefling Wounds where the Bone is uncovered. 
I drew alfo from the fame Fountain, the 


manner of Dreffing after the Operation of the - 


Trepan; and yet I doubt not,but it will have the 


Fate ni be condemn’d as new: However, I. 
will not fpend Time in anticipating the Ob- = 


je@ions of others, by anfwering them before 


hand: For whatever might be faid in com-_ - 


mendation of the Plate, which was never us’d 
- by any before me, woud only prove an In- 
ducement to excite the Criticks to decry it. 


Experience, and Reading have inform’d me, . 


that the Airis a mighty Hinderance to the Cure 
-of Wounds: and I have endeavoured to find 
out an eafy Way to hinder its Accefs, efpecial- 
ly in Wounds where the Scul] is cut: For ’tis 


evident, that the moft part of the Accidents ~ 


that attend fuch Wounds, are occafion’d only, 
through the little Care taken, to keep off the 


; reyes of the Air, which are promoted by — 


the 


> 
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the Cuftom of Jong and frequent Drefiings. 

f have feen Surgeons {pend whole Hours. 
in drefling Wounds of the Head, accompany’d 
with a Fradure of the Scull, to loofen, break, 
or cut off the Splinters, or fome Piece of the 
Bone 3 which ought never te be done, unlefs 
we are very well aflur’d, that they prick the 
Dura Mater. 

There are many, who think they have fped 
well, if at each Dreffing, they can but extra& 
fome little Bit of broken Bone, which they 
carefully preferve, to fhew to all that come,., 
thinking thereby to gain Credit; and to raife 
their Reputaeiou, by that which ought to be- 
condemn’d, and often cofts the Wounded Per= 
fon his Life. 

A very famous Officer, not long ago expe- 
rienc’d, the fatal Effeéts of this cruel Method 
for having had his Scull broken by a Bullet, 
whereby he was in a manner trepann’d, with- 
out hurting the Brain, or its Membraues s or 
occafioning any dangerous Symptom: fome 
Time was unadvifedly {pent twice a Day, in 
loofening, and pulling away forcibly little Por- 
tions of the Bone, which Nature woud eafily 
have -feparated,. fuppofing that afterwards 6 
which yet was impoffible, they might chance 
to prick the Dura Mater: by this Method the 
Dura Mater, and the Brain were altered, and 
vilibly mortify'd ; fo that he dy’d on the Ele. 
anes. venth 
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venth Day of his Wound. J was indeed call’d 
to give my Advice, after his Condition was 
defperate; but.all I could do in this Cafe, was 
to give him notice of his approaching Death. 

Many Surgeons, ina vain: Oftentation, fpend 
all their Life, and exhauft their Diligence, in” 
unravelling all the Secrets ef the new Difco- 
veries in Phyfick, and in qualifying themfelves- 
to difcourfe accurately thereon’; ' contenining 
all the Opinions of the Ancients: wihtile in 
the mean time, they remain in an intire Igno- 
rance of the Pradice, notwithftanding all their 
Science. If thefe Mes were as defirous to be 
knowing, as ambitious toappear fo, they would 
take another Courfe: And’ not confining’ 
themfelves only to Reafonning, and to fhew 
their Wit in Confultations, negle& to improve 
a good Method. 

Tt is not enough to underftand the Nature, 
and Difference of Wounds, and to know the 
caufe of Accidents that: befall them, nor yet. . 
quaintly to explain ’em, by Reafons purely | 
Speculative and Chymerical » We muft-joyn to 
the Theory, that is indeed very’ ufeful ‘and 
neceflary, a Method ofsCuring and ‘Rooting’ out 
Diftempers, wnich is to be look’d on as the 
moft neceflary Part of Surgery: But it is rare 
for thofe, who addié& themfelves wholly. to 
Reafonning , to have fuch regard -for:Prattice, — 
as to acquire it fo Her fection, and te abandon © 

their 
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their own Maxims, to follow others that are 
contrary to’em. Wherefore, I have addrefe’d 
this little Difcourf= to young Surgeons, who 
may poliible reap fome Advantage from its 
not being uncapable-of the good Imprefions, 
one defires to make upon ’em. | 

I am not defirous, that the Newnefs of this 
Method, fhould either engage them to follow 
it, or oblige ’em to rejeét it; but only wifh 
that they may put it to a Tryal, in order to 
make a true Judgement :. For every reafona- 
ble Man, ought wilely to inform himfelf of the 
Truth of Things, and to examine their Con- 
fequences, before he pofitively give his Judg- 
ment. Nothing is more Eafy for one, than 
to Pafs a Verdi; and nothing more Difficult, 
than to Fudge aright. 

[am convine’d by Experience, that it js 
dangerous to credit the Teftimonv of others. | 
The wrong Judgment made ona Wound, that 
one of our moft famous Generals receiv’d, Offo- 
ber 4. 1693. being the Day of the Fight of 
Marfeils, and my Eafinefs to rely on the Fi- 
delity of another, and on the Report made to 
me, the Day after the firft Dreffing thereof, 
had almoft coft him his’ Life. TheWound was 
deep, and made by a large Bullet, and was - 
dreft at firft, as if it had been only a fimple 
one, with a great quantity of Lint, where- 
of a Part was loft and fix’d in the Depth of the 

“Wound ; - 
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Wound: However it happen’d very fortunate= 
ly, that it was driven out by the Matter; but 
it left behind it,in the Place where it was hid, 
a confiderable Mortification, which gave occa 
_ fion to make great and deep Inciftons, whete- 
- by a Frafure was difcovered. Prudence hin- 
cers me to declare at more length, the Cir- 
cumftances that accempany’d this Cure, to. 
which M. Dalibour, Mafter-Surgeon {worn at 
Paris, and Surgeon Major of the Horfe of the 
Houfbold, an able and. experienc’d. Man, was 
called to give his Advice. In a Word, after 
many Accidents, all. was brought to a happy 
Conclufion. : | 
It is therefore abfolutely neceflary, for a- 
Surgeon, who is careful of his Reputation, te. 
fearch the Wounds himfelf, which were not - 
dreft by him at firft, in order to difcover their. 
Nature, and know their Extent. This was 
not the only Perfon, who inthe Day of that 
_ Fight, experienc’d the Inconveniency of, be-- 
ing drefs'd at firft in a Hurry.. I have for 
good Reafons, not mention’d feveral other 
Cafes not much differing from the former, 
that occur’d in the fame Occafion, wherein 
there were many drefsd in that Quarter, 
that was affign’d to the Body of Referve, be- 
longing to our Army. 
In this Book, and particularly in the fe- 
cond Part thereof, may be. feen, after what 
manner, 
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manner, I have brought toa perfe& Cure, a 
reat number of Wounds, of all Kinds and Quali- 
Hes, with much Eg/e, final] Charge, and with 
fimple Remedies, which are no jek uleful te 
the Rich, than convenient for the Poor. 

The great Charges ordinarly laid out ypon 
the Cure of Wounds,fometimes involve the Pa- 
tient, after that cure js perfe@ted, in Evils no 
defs troublefom than the formers The Wounds 
are fill’d, and clos'd up, but the Pockets are 
‘opened, and drain’d, That Perfon, of whom | 
t fpoke in the twenty fifth Chapter of the Sea 

‘Cond Part, before he came under my Care, 
had a Bill of Three pundred and feventy fix Lin 
vers, brought him by the Apothecary, for 
Medicines. furnith'd by him; when yet after 
-all that Expence, there was no Appearance of 
a Cure, fe 
The Credit of a Surgeen, does not confit in 
emptying the Shops, to cure his Paticnts.s 
‘On the contrary, we ought rather Chriftian 
dike to be faving of the Money of thofe, who 
put their very Perfon and Life in our Hands: 
And if they chance to prove 10 ungrateful, as 
‘to deny us what we have deferv'd s after fich 
@ good Deed, we may expe our Reward 
from Heaven, We ought not to be brib’d, 
by the confideration of a Megu Intereft, to a- 
‘bandon the Fidelity, wherewith we ought to 
- €ndeayour the Speedy Cure of oor agen 
| Ik 
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If a-Patient is deftroy’d by unexpected Acci- 
dents, when the Cureis delay’d on a mercena- 
ry Account 5 the Surgeon, under whofe ‘Care 
he was, becomes guilty of his Death.- 
I have feen many Perfons of Note, whom 
{ won’t name, who paffing through Brianjon, 
eight or nine Months after the Battel of Mar- 
feils, wherein they had been wounded, were 
either fiftulous, or very far from being com- 
pleatly cur'd. | 
Neverthelefs, that I may not rafhly blame — 
thofe., who had thefe Perfons under their 
Care, I am willing to believe, that the Ten- 
dernefs of their Conftitution, their 1] Tempera- 
ment, or the unwholfom Air , which very — 
much conduces to continue the Wounds, oc- 
cafion’d that Tedioufnefs of thefe Cures 3 
which in other Perfons and Circumftances, - 
had been. perfeétly finifh’d in two or three 
Months at moft; but I can't reftrain my felf 
from faying, that the Tents, as well as the fre- 
quent, and painful Way ‘of Dreffing fo much 
in Ufe, are fufficient to caufe all thefe Acci- 
dents, and to hinder the Cure of Wounds.: 
and this is what makes Surgeons hated, and 
Surgery, chargeable. ak hoe 
In this little Work, I have done what I 
coud to fhew, not fo much by Reafoning, as 
Examples and, Authority, that Nature. has the 
greateft Hand in curing W ounds 3 or. to {peak 
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More truly, that fhe is the .principal Worker 
therein: But I leave it to the performance of 
more delicate Pens, to celebrate her Praifes, _ 
and publifh her Excellencies; contenting my 
felf to admire her Wonders, which are no lef 
unaccountable than they are furprizing. 

The Year 1686. attorded me an Occafion, 
wherein it appear’d, that Nature ever aéts 
for the Prefervation, of the moft noble and 
the moft perfect of her Works. A Soldier of 
the Fort of Mirabout, which parts the Valleys 
of Luferne from Queras, having rob’d his Cap- 
tain, was purfu'd ; and finding no other Way 
to efcape, he threw himfelf down-from the top — 
of the Walls upon the Rocks, where falling on 
his Feet,they were not only put out of Joynt,but 
each of them were fraétur’d with a Wound : 
He was taken, and brought:to the Fort, where 
there was no Surgeon, by reafon of the Small- 

nefs.of the Garrifon, . 
_ _ He lay four Months on Straw, without any 
Relief but Bread and Water; during which 
time his Feet were gangren’d, and foon after- 
ward intirely mortified. | | 

But, which is extremely furprizing, around 
the lower part of both the Legs, a little above 
the Ancle, Nature her felf form’d a certain 
Wreath or.Roll, which ftopt the Progre§ of the. 
Mortification, {0 that what was beyond. this, 
‘was abandon to the Fury of the Sphacelus, 
ae | | while 
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while whatever was-above thefe Rolls, was free 
from Blemifh.  - ver 
He cut off the Right Foot himfelf by the 
Joynt, with a little Pocket-knife, without ¢l- 
«ther Pain or Bleeding; and becaule the Putre- 
faétion, occafion’d an Intollerable Smell over — 
all the Fort, by Reafon of the exceffive Heat, 
‘he was fent to our Hofpital at Luferne. | 
By the Way he loft a good part of the Other 
Foot, which came away of its own accord; 
- and notwithftanding the centagious Smell, which 
as a Carrion, he difpers’d in all the Places 
where he pafs'd, and alfo the extreame Heat 
of the Seafon, the Mortification did not pafs 
over the Bounds that Nature had given it; only 
thefe Wreaths that we mention’d above, were 
confiderably increas’d in Bulk by the Way. 
After he had recovered his Strength, by 
the Affiftance of good Cordials, fome Wine, 
and Vidtuals,I cut off all that appear’d to be 
- 4ntirely mortify'd, not {paring the higheft Pla- 
ces of the Rolls, which caft an infupportable 
Smells I Jet him reft till to morrow, and then 
cut off one Leg, and the other the Day after: 
For:the Ends of the Tibia and Fibula were al- 
together rotten and uncover’d. Finally,no o- 
ther Accident hppen’d during the reft of the 
Cure, which was compleated not long after. 
This wonderful Example, is fufficient to e- 
virice, that the want of Art, is oftentimes fup- 
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ply’d by Nature. This may further appear al- 
fo by what follows, being a very ftrange thing 
that happen’d at Pignerol.’ M. De Ig Place, 
Captain in the Regiment of Barrois, was 
Wounded with a Bullet at the Battel of Marfeils, 
that entred at the middle and hinder Part of 
the Fore-arm, and came Out at the lower and 
fore-part of the fame, breaking the Cubitus in 
its paflage. He was dreft by M. Malinas , a 
Surgeon-Major belonging to the Army in Italy, 
and Mafter Surgeon of Lyon, very skilful in 
his Imployment. 

This Wound was attended with fome trou- 
blefom Accidents: For together with a Conti- 
aual Fever, an Abfce{s was form’d by a Colle- 
étion of Matter, which was extended over al] 
the Arm and Fore-4rm: But as they were pre- 
paring to make an Opening, the wounded Per- 
fon was {eiz’d with a great Loofnefs, which all 
of a fudden put an End to that Tumor, and re- 
ftor’d the Arm and Fore- Ary to their natural 
State. This unexpected Accident, being fol- 
lowed by fo furprizing an ‘Effeét, oblig’d his 
Surgeon to caufe take a view of that, which 
the Patient had voided, and it was found to 
be the very Matter of the Abfcefs, without any 
thing elfe, fave fome little Excrement, which 
Femain’d altogethr unmix’d therewith : More- 
Over, according as new Matter was gathered in 
the fame Places, it was fil] voided again by 
O Stool, 
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Stool, ina little time after. In fine,the Wounds 
being compleatly cur’d, the Loofne{s ceas'd,, 
‘becaufe that was remov’d which occafion’d it. 
_ Perhaps the Matter was taken up by the: 
Veins, and by means of the Circulation carried! 
-to the Mefaraicks, and thence emptied into thes 
- Guts : but this I only propofe as an-uncertainr 
Conjedure, all other Ways ‘being to me un~ 
known ; I willingly leave it to the Learn a! 
‘to be explain’d according to their different 
Apprehenfions.. But that which inclines me to 
think, that this Way has fome’ Appeafance 01 
“Truth, is, that this fame Surgeon folemnly pro- 
tefted to me,-that at the beginning of the fame 
Campain, he had under his Care a Captain 
who had:a Wound in the Thorax, that piere 
into the Subftance of the Lumgs, and ‘was aq 
company’d with all the Accidents, common {1 
fuch kind of Wounds 5 all which,neverthelef! 
were remov’d by Opening a Vein in the Arm 
which was done with an Intention to let Bloo. 
Gnftead of which nothing ‘came out by th 
Orifice made in the.Vein, but real Matter, thi 
had been fent thither from the Breaft. Mi 
ny Perfons. worthy of Credit, who wes 
Eye-Witnefles, affur'd me of the Truth’ 
this Prodigy. : 
Fabricius Hildanus, Chapt. 3- Obferv. 39+ M1 
lates, that an Inveterate Ulcer in the Leg wi 
a Fiftula, having been rathly and unfeafonal 
cur’ 
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curd, was followed by a Pleurefie, in which 
‘the Patient voided at the Mouth a Matter, 
like to that which us’d to come from the Uleer 
of the Leg. 

It were an eafie tes to adduce an wife 
nite nuniber of Examples almoft alikey where- 
in Nature appears to have furpafs’d even her 
felf ; either in Preferving Parts affli€ted, or in 
eating {uch as are Overcharg? d with Humours ; ; 
or finally, in Uniting fuch as are Divided. 

In the Year 1686. one Lanfaveche, Quar- 
ter-Mafter of the Dragoons of Veruey in the 
War againft the Vaudois, was wounded by a 
large Bullet, in the upper and fide-part of the 
Hypogaltrium, and by all the Accidents it ap- 
peard, that the Colon was opened and torn 
by the Bullet : there came out at the Wound, 
for more than the fpace of two Months, an 
excrementitiows Matter, during which time he 
fuffer’d grievous Pains : : At length Nature, 
“without any Affiftance, clos’d up ithe Wound 
of the Gut, tho’ the Bullet was loft; and he 
left isidcive: at the Breaking up of the Hofpi- 
tal, which was three Months after his Recei- 
ving the Wound. . 

Hildanus, has a like Obfervation, of a cer=: 
tain Man, who‘had one of the great Guts o- 
pened, in the Operation of the Bulonocele, | 
which -clos'd up of its own Accord. In. fine, 
as we are oftentimes furprized by things, that 
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could not be hop’d, but from either the Boun™ 
ty, or even the Caprice of Nature ¥ fo alfo ve- 
ry extraordinary things fall out in Wounds, 
by an Effect of Chance, as well by reafon of 
the Pofture Men are in when they receive their 
Wounds, as becaufe of the Figure of thefe 
things with which they are wounded. 

In the fame Year 1686. One wounded with 
a Shot,was brought to the Hofpital at Luferne 
the Bullet entered, on the lower and middlé 
part of the Os Occipitis, and grazing upon the 
Temple-Bone, came out under the Right Ear, 
carrying away a Part therof. Tho’ it plains 
iy enough appear’d, that the Bullet had teuch’a 
the Scull, yet the Wound was drefs’d as a fiit- 
ple one, becaufe no Accident appeat’d; aiid 
it was left to the Care of the Servafits: thus 
three Days paft; during’ which the Patient 
was troubled with a Reftlefhef&S, complaining 
only that he could not put himfelf in an eafie 
Fofture, which was not much minded: Ne- 
verthelefs, he dy’d on the fourth Day of his’ 
Wound, with all the Symptoms that ufually: 
attend fleepy Diftempers. 

The unexpetted Death of this Man, oblig’d 
me to open his Scull: i found he had been 
wounded with a little Wedge of Lead, which 
hitting againft the middle Ridge, on the low-: 
er Part of the Os Occipitis, when at the fame 
time his Head was bow’d down, was cut in 
twa 
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two by the fharp Edge of the Bone, and one ~ 
part thereof had flipt upon the Temple-Bone, as 
was faid, and the other had enter’d the Cavity 
of the Scull of that fame Side, and remain’ 
fix’d between it and the Membranes, which 
were cut and prefs’d thereby. His Fellow-Sol- 
dier in the fame Day and Adtion, had two 
Wounds by one Shot; the firft a little below 
the Yoke-Bone of the left Side, and the othér in 
the middle part of the Right Hypochondre s. Yet 

_ he was.compleatly cur’d in twelve Days, with 
a Moderate Suppuration, and no Accidents. 

T have feen many Wounds, that were no lefs 
ftrange than thefe: But in order to make a 
right Judgment in fuch like Cafes, the Nature 
and Figure of the wounded Part, the Pofture 
of the Perfon when he received the Wound,. 
together with the Figure of that which made it, 
muft all be very carefully examin’d before- 
hand. Now the ready apprehending of all thefe 
Circumftances,with many others alfo, very ne- 
ceflary to be known,in order to fucceGfi Pra- 
étice, can’t be attain’d by Surgeons, without- 
great Study, continual Exercife, and unwearied 
Diligence, 

The Afcent, whereby we mount unto the 
Temple of Efculapius,is no lef difficult and fteep, 
than that by which we rife unto Mount Pernaf- 
Jus: Tis almoft impoffible to get up, without 
making fome falfe Steps. However tis but. 
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reafonble to think, that thofe who were em- 
‘ploy’d iu Hojpitals and Armies, during the late 
War, by the inumerable different cafes which 
it hath afforded, have difcover’d things very 
furprifing, and no lefs ufeful in Pra€tice; and 
have often feen the Strange Ways that Nature 
takes, to throw. off what offends by healthful 
Evacuations, and to accomplith her Defigns. 
Such as impart to the Publick their obfer- 
vations and Experiences, which are the Fruits 
of their Diligence, and of their Care, have 
deferved well of Mankind. Many Surgeons. 
there are, who have not the Advantage of 
Occafions, to accomplifh themfelves in this 
fort ; and of thofe that have, few are fo cha- 
ritable as to publifh, what they have {een 
and remark’d that is Extraordinary. . 
When a Man, does not communicate his. - 
Attainments, by Writing, to the Publick, let 
his Endowments, and his Knowledge be never. 
- fo great, they are for the moft part, if not al- 
together, buried with himfelf in the Ground. 
The Good that a Man can do, lafts but for a 
time ; but the Excellent Advices, that he leaves 
in writing to Pofterity, are ufeful for ever : 
We had been ftill in Ignorance, had not the 
Writings of the Ancients, come down to our 
Hands. 
Wherefore, I thought my {elf bound: in 
Confcience, (tho’ at the Hazard of being con: _ 
demn‘d 
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demn’d by the Enviouw) to impart to the 
World my Experiences, That, if pofible, I 
might procure, to poor wounded Perfors, 2 
more {peedy Affiftance, thas can poffibly be af- 
forded, by the Common Method. If I thall 
have the Huppine/s, to fucceed in my Defign, 
I fhall think my felf fufficiently recompens’d 
for all my Toyl, and will praife the Almighty 
Father of Lights, who, by {mall Means , oftene- 
times brings Mighty Things to pale. 
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the Succeffion of the Crown of Spain, and the 
Titles of the feveral Pretenders thereto, Ex- 
amined. 

Concio ad Clerum in Gratiam Ciisiiten in 
Genealogia, Funiorum oak gee In lucem Edita, 
ab Autbore Anonymo. 

The Poor Man’s Plea, to all the Procla- | 
mations, Declarations, Acts of Parliament, Sc. 
_which have been, or fhall be made, or pub- 
lifhed, for a Reformation of Manners , and 
fupprefling Immorality in the Nation. The 
Third Edition. | 


BOQORS: 


ed 


BOOKS Primed, and Sold by 
Ralph Smith, at the Bible uxdepr 
the Royal Exchange iz Cornhill. 


N ‘Abridgment of Sir Walter Raleigh’s 
Hiftory of the World. In -Five Books. 
Wherein the particular Chapters and Para- 
graphs are fuccinétly abridg’d, according to 
his Method in the Larger Volume. To which 
is added, his Premonition to Princes. _ With 
fome Genuine Remains of that Learned 
Knight , viz.1. Of the firft Invention of 
Shipping. 2. A Relation of the A@ion: at 
Cadiz. 3. A Dialogue between a Jefuit and - 
aRecufant. 4. An Apology for his unlucky 
Voyage to Guiana. Publithed by Philip Ra- 

- leigh, Efq; the only Grand{on to Sir Walter. 
Geography Reétified : *or, a Defcription of 
the World in all its Kingdoms, Provinces, 
Countries, Iflands, Cities, Towns, Seas, Ri- 
vers, Bays, Capes, Ports, their Ancient and 
Prefent Names, Inhabitants, Situations, Hi- 
ftories, Cuftoms and Governments. As. alfo, 
their Commodities, Coins, Weights and Méa- 
fures compared with thefe at London. Xtuftra- 
| . , ted 


. 


Books Sold by R. Smith. 


ted with 78 Maps. The Fourth ‘Edition. | 


To which is added, A Competent Geogra-' 
phical Index to the whole Alphabetically die» 


- gefted. 


Contemplations on the State of Man in this | 
Life, and. that which is to come. By Bifhop | 


oo Fer. Taylor. 


" “Milton's Paradice loft Imitated in Ryme, in 
the 4th, 6th, and gth Books, containing the 


Primitive Love, the Battel of the Angels, the 


Fall of Man. _ By Mr. Hopkins. 
_.The Conftant Couple: or, a Trip to the 
Jublee. A Comedy. Agted at the Theater 


si Royal in Drury-Lane. The Third Edition, 
wi 


bs 
F 


h a New Scene added to the Part of Wild- 


oes ae a : 
~  Witorious Love: A-Tragedy, Aéted at the 


‘Theater Royal in Drury Lane. Written by 
Mr. William Walker sl ; re 
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